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This, the Chiefs themselves stated with great solemnity to their people, in
short but impressive speeches, as they each in turn advanced to touch the
pen. .

One cause of delay at the Lake of the Woods arose from the circumstance
of there being a number of aspirants to the office of Chief; but at Sheban-
dowan I had no such difficulty, for the whole of the bands east of the
narrows of Rainy Lake, are under three principal Chiefs, whose authority

. is unquestioned. - .

-— The names of these Chiefs and their respective districts are as follows:

i Pay-ba-ma-chas, Chief of the country intervening between the narrows
of Rainy Lake and Sturgeon Falls, and of the region drained by the River -
Seine and its tributary streams, between the latter place (Sturgeon Falls)
and Lac des Mille Lacs. This is a very extensive district, and in it are
many valuable groves of pine.

Ke-ba-quin, Chief of the region intervening between the present line of
the Red River route and the United States boundary line,%t of Rainy
Lake and west of the height of land. The gold bearing country is in this
Chief’s district.

‘ Metas-so-que-nes-hauk, Chief of Lac des Mille Lacs and the district to
the north, lying along the height of land between that lake and the waters
of the Nipegon and Lac Seul. This Chief is a very intelligent man, and has
already begun, to make his people clear land and grow crops.

Each of these three principal Chiefs will have a staff of Lieuterants or
subordinate Chiefs, not exceeding three to their respective bands, as pro-
vided for in the treaty, but they preferred not to name them at once, saying
that the selection was a matter of some delicacy to them, and requiring a
-little time. s .

In regard to the reserves provided for in the treaty, I shall as soon as
possible submit a scheme which I think will meet the circumstances, and
at the same time draw attention to some experience gained in negotiating
with these Indians, which may be of use in similar negotiations in the
future.* :

* In 1874 Mr. Dawson and Mr. Pither were appointed to meet the Indians
and arrange the position of the reserves, which they did; but su uently,
the Indians claiming that they had not.fully understood the exact location
or extent of some of the reserves, Colonel Dennis, then Surveyor-General, *
now Deputy Mihister of the Interior, was instructed to visit the Indians
comprised in Treaty Number Three, and finally adjust the question of
reserves. Colonel Dennis undertook this duty in 1875 and satisfactorily
arranged a scheme of reserves for the different bands of the Lake of the
‘Woods. Colonel Dennis submitted a comprehensive report of the results
of his mission, and suggested the appointment of sub-agents, the fixing of

- a specific day for payment to the Indians of their annuities in each agency
district, that the necessary funds and the articles for distribution should
be provided and in the agents’ hands in good time. He advised that the_
local agents should have some practical knowledge of agriculture, as he be-
lieved that the Indians would succeed in raising quantities of stock, though
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