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1 fay, that even for fo fmall a fum, a good fort
‘might have been erefted, capable of ‘fecuring the
fubjects and the trade of Britain from the attacks
and incroachments of her worft enemies.
. We failed out of Churchill- -river, and foon ar-
rived at York-fort upon Hayes’s-river, where the
thip was to deliver her cargo and take in another.
After her departure for England, T applied myfelf
to the ferting up beacons in order to make a ‘chart
of the river. The governor, who had refided in
* ‘the country twenty years, was perfe& mafter of
the traditional hiffory ‘of it, ‘even from the firft
fettlement of the Englith ; and being a fre¢ and
communicative man, he ufed frequenrly to entertain
us with a regular account of all the principal
‘events and difcoveries ; 5 to which the linguifts fel-
dom failed to add. the information they had ga-
‘thered from the natives. ‘By ‘their rieans T foon
‘obtaified a general knowledge of -the country, as
‘well inland as upon the coafts. . = -
 WaEN the feafon approached for going abroad
T menioned to the governor a defign 1 had Iong
. entértained of travelling up the country, not only
to confirm what I had heard, but to make new
difcoveries. This brought on difmal tales of the
difficulties to be encountered in fuch an expedition :
and when I talked of oomg up the rivers, I was
‘told of frupendous heaps of ice and dreadful water-
falls, which would not only obftru& my paffage,
but endanger my life. To confirm this he faid,
that governor Maclith, in company with kim and
one or two more, once attempted to goa little way
up Nelfon-river to look for timber, .in order to
build a factory : that when they had croffed the
ifland, they found fuch heaps of ice inthe river,
“that they were difcouraged from proceeding any
higher: the governor, therefore, returned, fay-
ing it was fo fatiguing and dapgerous, that he
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