
AMONG THE THLINKITS IN ALASKA.

to the lineal relationship. The wives, or more
properly the widows, being personal property,
pass to the collateral niext, of kin of their hus-
band's totem, for the marriage of two people
of the saie totem is considered. a kind of
incest. The widow, in any event, takes with
ber such possessions -as have always been
peculiarly her own. She also takes her own
infant children;. naturally, then, she would
take to her new husband the'children's in-
héritance, which may account for the habit
of regarding the male collaterally next of kin
as proper heir. If there be no male survivor
competent to receive the iyidow, or if he pur-
-chases freedom with goods, she then passes
into the open matrimonial market, with her
pecuniary attractiôns. Sometimes the heir re-
bels and refuses to accept his former sister-in-
law, cousin, aunt, or whatever she may be.
Then her totemic or family relatives wage
war- on the insulter and such of his totem as
he can raily around him, the object being either
to enforce her right or extort a proper recom-
pense. Among the Asônques, further to the
north and west, 1 saw a young fellow of about
eighteen years of age who had just fallen heir
to his uncle's widow. As I looked upon ber
mummy-like proportions I -thought that here
was reasonable cause for war. Sometimes a
husband already liberally provided for will
come into a misforturie in the shape of one or
more widows: The only escape is by pur-
chasing freedom. In fact, there seems to be
no hurt to a Thlinkit's honor that money or
goods will not heal. The scorning of a widow,
the betrayal of a maiden, and murder, all
demand blood or pecuniary compensation.
If in a feud all negotiations fail, and Kanúkh
(symbolized in the wolf), the God of War, be
unpropitious, and send private war, then the
principal antagonists, with their totemic ad-
herents, don their helmets and coats of paint,
and stand facing each other in two lines, each
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line holding to a rope with the left hand, and
wielding heavy knives with the right. They
advance, and hack and hew, with more yells
than bloodshed,· until one side or the other
cries the Thlinkit for peccari. In this duel, any
warrior violates the code who lets go'the
rope with the left hand, unless he be wound-
ed, or torn from it; when he has let go, he is
then out of the fight and must retire. If the
strife be inter-tribal, or public war, the plan of
combat is surprise and sudden capture. The
villages, from necessity as well as from choice,
are placed always at the edge of high tide. The
forces of the aggressivé tribe embark in a fleet
of war canoes, and by a swift and stealthy voy-
age strike the village from the sea and endeav-
or to take it by storm. If they are resisted they
generally retire at once. The Chilkáht kwáhn
came down suddenly upon the main village of
the Sitka kwáhn while I was near by, but suc-
ceeded in getting -possession of only half the
houses, so the opposing forces divided the
village between them and kept up a lively but
rather harmless combat for three days, at the
end> of which the invaders were bought off
with sqme loads of fui-s. A member of the
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