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An important confirmation of the tradition received from the
Anderdon Wyandots is furnished by a high authority. That accom-

plished ethnologist and careful investigator, the late Sir Daniel
Wilson, contributed to the transactions of the Royal Society of
Canada for 1884 an admirable paper, entitled "The Huron-Iroquois,
-a Typical Race." This paper is reprinted. in his latest volume,

."The Lost Atlantis and other Ethnographic Studies," and should
be consulted by every student of this interesting subject. He had
visited the Hurons of Lorette, near Quebec, already referred to, -a
smàll band of some three hundred half-castes, descended from Huron
refugees who found an asylum in that quarter after the destruction
of their towns in the west by the Iroquois. ..In referring to the
story told me by the Anderdon chief, Joseph White, Sir Daniel
Wilson, adds:: "The late Huron chief, Tahourenche, or François
Xavier Picard, communicated to me the same legendary tradition of
the indigenous origin. of his people; telling me, though with a smile,
that they came out of the side of a mountain between Quebec and
the great sea. He connected this with other incidents, all pointing
to a traditional belief that the northern. shores of the lower St.
Lawrence were the original home of the race; and he spoke of cer-
tain ancient events in the history of his people as having occurred
when they live4 beside the- big sea."

.All 'these facts, taken together, seem to 1é to conclusions of

great importance with regard to the value of traditional evidence.
It is plain that until recently this evidence has been seriously under-
valued. Our students of history have been too generally a book-
worshipping race, unwilling to accept any testimony with regard to
ancient events which is not found in some contemporary page, either
written or printed. It is not half a century since a distinguished

English author, eminent both as a statesman and as a philologist,
pronounced the opinion that no tradition can be trusted which is
more than a hundred years old. At the time when this opinion was
put forth by Sir George C. Lewis, many voyagers and missionaries
in the Pacifid Islands were accumulating traditional testimony of
vast extent and varied origin, which is now admitted on all hands to
prove the occurrence of events that must have taken place at suc-
cessive periods .extending over the last two thousand years. The
"Brief History of the Hawaiian People," by Prof. W. D. Alexander
of Honolulu, published in 1891 "by order of the Board of Education
of -the Hawaiian Kingdom,"-recounts as uncjuestionable facts many
voyages, migrations, battles, royal and priestly accessions, marriages,
and deaths which have occurred in the Sandwich Islands and other
groups, from the eleventh century to our own time. At the other
éxtremity of the great ocean, the " Polynesian Society," established

13


