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CHAPTER XYV.
MR. CHEENE HAS A CALLER.
“But truth is truth, and you'd bet-
ter have it, sir, as I hope you always
do, and won’t ever have your confid-
ence, Mr. Cheene, dispiaced, not in
me! So I may as well say”—coming a

few steps higher, her sharp old spins- |

ter countenance at emce defiant and
sheepish—“I—I had it with my cup of
tem last night.
Cheene’s well-worn boots as though
defying them to contradict her—"I
said to myself, of course Mr. Cheene
will never think of asking for a bite
like this any more, and I may as well
finish it as let it stand and go bad,
whieh with thunder in the air it’s sure
to do, and then even a dog will turn its
nose up at it.”

“Quite right. Oh, very right, Miss.
Ametia.”

“But if I'd expected you to want it
for your dinner, Mr. Cheene—if I'd
thought inguiries were going to be
made for that little bit of fat and
gristle, for it was nothing else, why, I
wouldn’t so much as have touched it
with the tip end ot my fork.”

“Pray don’t——

“Though, as it happened, I'd nothing
handy for my tea, and Nancy had gone
home, and I always believed, Mr.
Cheene, our understanding when you
took my rooms was that I was to have
the use of odds and emds. But if you
¥ish that altered, Mr. Cheene’—and
Plvancing another step-”v«—ﬂm ‘an
sminous and unaffected sniff—“you
wish me to suffer more—"

“But I don’t! My dear soul, I don’t
indeed!” protested Mr. Cheene, Te-
treating, “I beg your pardon for men-
tioning that mautton. Of course it
would have gone bad. So I'm very
much obliged to you, indeed, for not
letting it be wasted. And any——"

“Wanted, miss!” eried Nancy from

“For"—gazing at Mr. |

§elow; “a 1ady, please” And, to Mr. |

Chteene's extreme: relief, Miss Ambler
Had to rub her mese, adjust her curls,
and Burry off to her customer; hope
easily relighted in her much-enduring
bosom. Sometimes a purchaser had
Pbeen driven in by rain and brought
several shillings” worth of goods
while taking shelter. A money-box had
f jumped out of the kitchin fire that
morning; and unless signs were as al-
tered as the rest of these degenerate
times, that must bring luck! -~

Catching sight of no omens for good

or ill, but uncommonly relieved at his
task of soothing his landlady being cut
short, Mr, Cheene returned to his room
and addressed himself to his visnds
with what appetite the episede had
left him—which was not much, fer,
nervous all his lfe through, aiterca-
tion of any sort upset him doubly now.
L “If I den’t talce- much dimmer, perhaps
1 shall enjoy my tea more,” he said to
himself, covering up the nausea-pro-
voking tubers. Them helping himself
t0 a modicum of Cheshire, “I think
Miss Amelin may as well toast up the
rest of this for herself. She’ll like that.
It'll make up to her; poor soul, for my¥y
going and distressing her as I did,
very thoughtlessly—very, indeed! And
she can finish this loaf. I don't want
much of it. A full meal is a bad thing
if you are going to sit still after it all
day. And T sha'n’t get a walk. I must
' have a tune or two. instead, then”—
| leaving his meal with much the same
' appetite he began—“then I shall for-
 get all ahous sueh things as mutton or
; Mew potatoes!”
{  And herewith he unlocked a black
' case, lifted. thence his viola, and had
| just sounded the first bars ef eme of
Corelli’s little gossiping gavottes,
' when Naney broke in upenr him with
' important heste.

“Please, sir, can I clear away?
There's & lady coming up to see you.”

“A lady?’—stopping shert, bow sus-
pended.

“Yes, sir, what came into the shop
when I was a-mindin’ of it, with her
parasel seakin’. And she want you, sir,
not missus.”

Now, midsummer was approaching,
and Jacob had mere tham one female
visitor of mature years about quarter-
days. Here was one a trifle beforehand,
no deubt. He laid his viola and bow
aside to take a laok at his purse, ask-
ing:

“Is it Mrs. Goode or Mrs. Tettrel],
Nancy?””’

“Neither, nor both, sir,” was the
sharp reply. “This here’s a lady, sir,
and a young 'un; not a frump of an
old 'un! Mrs. Goode, indeed! Ladies
behave very different to what she do!
Only last time she come, says she to
me”—sweeping the table straight at
periicm speed—* ‘Girl,” she says, ‘if
you couldn’t keep Mr. Cheene’s steps
no cleaner than this, I'd—"

“N'm!"

At the voice of the mistress the live-
ly hand-maid and her tray retired with
rapidity: Miss. Ambler ushered in the
vigitor with “As the lady has not given
me her name, Mr. Cheene, I can’'t say
who it is!” And Jacob received the
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tion that lasted till the-door was clos-
ed upon them. Then, as she looked at
him with a most petitioming smile, and
“Qh, surely, Mr. Cheene, you remem-
ber me!” he knéw who she was, and
fell into a tremor of delight over her
arrival.

Again and againg he shook her
hands; and though he ventured on no
compliments, his glances of admiring
pride teld how he delighted in her fair
growth. He fetched from the bay-
window. a high-backed, horse-hair-
gseated chair for her to oceupy, and
hunting up a little walnut stool from
beneath a pile of music, he set it un-
der her feet, and then leéaning on the
back of his own chair, an armless fac-
gsimile of hers, he gazed long at her
with his old pleasure-dimmed eyes.

“Only to think you should come un-
awares upon me like this now, my
dear—my dear Miss Sydney!” he re-
peated—"“when I've settled so “eften
how I meant to get ready for you, if
I knew you were going to give me a
look. And now you've caught me just
anyhow. With no nice little dinner, not
even a bunch of flowers set out to
show how glad 1 am to see you, and
how proud—how proud! Oh!”—rub-
bing his thin old hands softly in a very
wt:’;y of enjoyment—*“the times ¥
have dreamed of  seeing you—sitting
just as yow de =it im your-father’s very
own chair! But I never dared expect
it. An old man like me, a tenant on
leave—for I'm.over my three-score-and
ten, Miss Sydney—oughtat to expect
anything too surely. But to have got
just what I wished for a long seems
too good to be true. It does indeed!” |

And Mr. Cheene’s joy impairing his
powers of vision seriously, he had to
retire, blinking, to the bay-window,
and examine the state of the weather
before he found himself equal to
ceherent conversation. When he re-
turned it struck him suddenly that
something was amiss with his guest.
Sydney had entered flushed from her
interview with Miss Ambler. The land-
lady—curious, as maiden ladies will
be—had very pointedly requested her
name to carry, and had stared in blank
disapproval when it was quietly re-
fused. “Only some one: who wishes to
see Mr. Cheene,” John Alwyn’s daugh-
ter had said, remembering, with a
blush of the deepest shame, that to
mention who she was in Stillcote-Up-
tom might only awakem . slumbering
stories to her father’s discredit. Now
the painful color had faded away, and
she sat, her dark eyes following him
so pathetically, from a2 face so pale,
that Jacob Cheene hurried to her, ask-
ing:

“Was she i11? or had the lightning

‘| frightened her? The tempest had been

sharp a little while.”

“No, I'm not ill, Jacob,” she answer-
oW taking his hand in hers—it seemed
a sort of heaven. “And the tempest
did not frighten me. I hardly noticed
it. Something else has—frightened
m‘

“And that, Miss Sydney?

“Please pull your chair close, and
sit down by me. For, Jacob,” still keep~
ing hold of him, and leaning leftways
on the firm oaken.arm (just her fa-
ther’s old attitude through many a

business hour), “I am going to ask}
you some questions. You will answer |

them, with you not?”
! “HIcan”

“And I know you can. Somehow—
. you can tell me how afterward—when
my father left Guyswick had he just
lost all his money?”

Jacob’s nerves gave a great jump.
Sydney could feel it through all her
own frame,

“] am—afraid—he had.”

“And—had he—lost other people’s.
money, too?”’
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Basily the most popular among all
pipe smokers is the common briar.

Inbuying a pipe, if it be a briar,
the chief thing to look for is any de-
fect in the bowl. Many quite high-
priced pipes are full of flaws in the
wood, which are so skilfully filled
with red lead and covered over as to
be almost imperceptible until they
have been in use for a while.

It is possihle, however, to detect
these imperfections by a close seru-
tiny, as they usually differ slightly
in eolour from the rest of the wood.

To ensure a good, cool smoke it is
well to see that the bowl is of " fair
thickness. Pipes which are of this
wood have a nasty habit of growing
very hot when they are being smok-
ed, glving rise to an unpleasant burn-
ing of the tongue. Moreover, a really
sound briar, even if it be of fairly
thick wood, should not be very heavy.

New pipes, even the best of them,
are unpleasantly hot to the tongue
when first used. A good way to pre-
vent this is to stop up the barrel with
a little common clay, having first re- !
moved the mouthpiece, then fill the'
bowl with rum or some other strong
spirit, cover over the opening, and
let' it soak for about 24 hours; after
that, ignite the remaining spirit and
let it ubrn {tself out.

A pipe treated in this way smokes
sweetly from the first.

To clean a pipe thoroughly remove
the mouthpiecce, scrape out the car-
bon depesit from the bowl, plug the
barrel, fill with methylated spirit, and
ignite. When the spirit has burnt out
it will be found to have consumed all
the nicotine juice which had soaked
into the wood.

The pipe may now be left for two
or three weekks, when it will be
found to be quite dry and sweet.

Of course there are other pipes than
briars, notably the meerschaum and
the calabash, now rarely seen. In
buying these, they should be carefully
examined for possible cracks.

Neither of these, however, is such
a satisfactory smoker as a sound
briar, and both require much more
careful handling. Unless skilfully
treated, a meerschaum will develop an
ugly, uneven, mottled color in the
bewl,

Some people claim that a cleaner
should be passed through the stem of
a pipe after every smoke, but this
would prove expensive and a nuisance
and it will probably be found that

once a day will be quite sufficient to |

prevent it from becoming unpleasant-
ly jucy.

If the tongue becomes sore after
continuously smoking a straight-
stemmed pipe, relief may be obtained
by exchanging it for one with a cur-
ved stem, or vice versa.

A Hopeless Case.

Amongst the many stories that are

current concerning Mr. Balfour’s ab-|.
sent-mindedness the following will, I|:

think, take some beating.

It seems that one day a close per-
sonal friend of his took it upon him-
self to expostulate with him on his
well-known feelings.

“Arthur, old chap,” he began, “you
maustn’t take offence if I speak to you
about something I have had on my

‘mind for some time—just a little habit

of yours.”

“Certainly not,” replied A. J.

“Well, then, it's like this. You're
one of those men who never really
know what is being said to them;
you're always pursuing some train of
listening, by the far-away look in your
eyes. You've offended a lot of people.
You must try and break yourself of
the habit; you reslly must, Promise
me now that you will.”

As his friend finished speaking, Bal-
four- started, then gazed at him in-
quiringly.

“Pardon my ahaent-mlndedness, old
chap,” he remarked, “but just what
you were saying?”’
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The publisher of the best Farmers’|
paper in the Maritime

a medicine that has stood the test of
time like MINARD'S LINIMENT. It
has been an unfailing remedy in our

ber, and has outlived dozens of would-
be competitors and imitators.”
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A PRACTICAL HOUSE DRESS.
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Pattern 3408 was used to develop
this style. It is cut in 7 Sizes: 34, 26,
38, 40, 42, 44, and 46 inches bust
measure. A 38 inch size requires 63
yards of 36 inch material. The width
of the skirt at lower edge is about 2
yards. The model is very serviceable
in that the closing is reversible snd
in coat style. The eleeve may be fin-
ished in elbow or wrist length.

brey, satin, ﬂanelette, linen, and drill
could be used for this model.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 15¢ in
gilver or stamps.

A POPULAR PLAY SUIT.

Pattern 8837 is hore mum !!
is cut in 4 Sizes: 2, 4, 6, nndsyeara,
A 6 year size will roqniu 25; yards
of 27 inch material for the dress and
134 yard for the bloomers.
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Strong lye water is a simple paint

Provinces in |
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er,
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These are just opened, and we are opening
alsc a lot of oth.r Remnants at very low Priceg,
ineciuding :—

White Indian Head.

Dress Voiles and Percales.
Dress-Ginghams and Zephyrs.

Wool Serges at only 85¢. yard.

Fancy Coloured Serges, only 50c. yard,
Khaki Drill and Cotton Tweeds.

White Lawns and Cambrics.
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EuilyputmOLDorNEWHouses,Farm or City
Why don’t you enjoy this wonderful comfort,
¢ which is so economical? Spend part of your improvement
money for IDEAL heating. It is the safest and most
beneficial investment you can make. It means as much to youasa

bumper crop at high prices. Cellar or water pres

gure not required. Thousands of farmers todsy

enjoythelabor-saving,cleanly

and economical IDEAL

heating—why not you?

We will figure up your heat-

ing requirements and give

you free estimate of cost—

no obligation.” NOW is a

good time. Fbone; call or
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There_are three things that.must necessarily enter into the
life of the average girl—a Doll Baby, a Man and a Silver Mesh
Bag. She can patisfy her longing here. Our Tableware and
quell for personal use are ot real worﬂx and beauty
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QUEBEC Aug. 1
roy designate of Canada, B
of Vimy, réached here this af
12.45 on the Canadian Paf
ess of France, many h
e timé he was expecte(
public reception of
teneral and his fo
‘had been arranged
' The-guestion of wha
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pe  in copnection with
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until to-morrow, so as no
inconvenience.
TENSION. DECREASED.
: PARIS, Aug. 1
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peutrality in the Graeco-Tur
hout interfering with the t
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