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HOUDE ACQUITTED
BY SUPREME COURT

Jury Brought in Verdict of Not Guilty Last Night
----Prisoners Evidence Gave Unex-
pected Turn to Case.

From Wednesday’s Bulletin
Vietor Houde was acquitted last,
night of the charge of causing the
death of George Woods in a shack in|
Edmonton on the night of April 4th
last by striking him on the back of |
the head with a blunt instrument re
sulting in a fracture oi the skull and
hemorrhage of the brain. The jury
were out 50 minutes when they re
turned with the unanimous verdict cf |
“Not guilty,” whereupon His Honor
Justice Scott declared to the prisoner
he was discharged. J

|
|

The case for the crown was con-|
cluded at 5 o’clock yesterday after-
noon and the court adjourned unti]’
8 o’clock. }

Nothing was disclosed as to the"
line of argument the defence woul(li
take until the court resumed. The|
case for the defence opemed with the |
accused man in the box. This gave|
the case a new turn. Up to this time |
the crown had to prove Houde did |
the deed by purely
evidence, for, as the judge said, the |
tragedy in the shack would forever |
remain a mystery. Houde tacitly
confessed to causing the death cf|
Woods by striking him with no in-|
tention to kill or injure, but merely
to defend himself. This left the|
question for the one of justifiable
homicide and the alternative of con- |

viction for manslaughter or acquit-
tal.

circumstantial |

| said:

| tenant of the shack.

| Woods with a chair.

when he saw Pepper, Parks and Pea-
cock.
Peacock asked him what was the

matter with ‘his face. He said he

| had trouble with Woods the day be-

fore. Pepper said: “What did you
do to Woods? He’s dead.” Witneis
“Come off!” Peacock said:
“That’s right.”

Woods and witness usually ‘‘jan
gled” over bringing liquor to the
house. Woods was too quick and tos
able a man for witness, and he got
out of the way as quickly as possible
when he struck Woods that evening

Witness learned first of Woods’
death from Pepper in the Queen’s
hotel.

Cross-Examination.

To Mr. Cogswell he
Woods and-he had been drinking
heavy from Sunday until the 4th
On the night of the 3rd Woods was
telling witness and Peacock what a
He could hit

said both

strong man he was.

| as hard as Fitzsimmons.

Witness said he was really the
He could not

tell how long he lay in the shack

{ after Woods hit him. He remember.

ed that when Woods came
evening that he in defence

in the
struck

member of meeting Payzant or of be

| ing in Nelson Gray’s shack on the

evening of the 4th. He thought that

| Pepper and Peacock were fooling him

The judge in charging the jury said |
that after the prisoner’s evi-
dence there could be no doubt as io |
who killed Woods. The crédibility of |
the Crown witnesses was no longer |
important. If it had been their evidence
would require careful scrutiny. The
question to decide was there suffi-|
cient provocation to justify the pris-
oner in thinking his own life was|
in danger and that force was neces- |
sary? Any reasonable doubt, he‘
said, should be. given ‘
oner. v i v

Houde’s counsel throughout the
trial were Messrs. H .H. Robertson,
of Robertson & Dickson, and Mr.
H. A. MacKie.

The Defence.

The case for the defence opened |
with the evidence of the accused |
man Victor Houde. He swore he |
had lived in Edmonton for five years, |
and was a
worked for various firms in the city |
He told the situation of the shack |
and the various individuals who liv-
ed in the shack. Woods came in
irom the  bush, and had stayed in|
a shack below Houde’s shack. One|
day Woods came by when witness |
was sweeping out his shack. Woods |
came in and asked witness to have |
a drink. Eventually Woods came t5
live in the shack. He often brought |
liquor. As many as 19 flasks and |
four bottles of whiskey were found |
around the shack one week Oncei
they had words and Woods left. On
Monday or Tuesday before the mur-
der he applied to the Grffiin Co. Iur?
a job. |

to the pris |
L4

\
1
|
|
|
\
|
{
|

warehouseman, having |

On the morning of the 4th he and |
Woods left the- shack early.
About 10 in the morning he returned
and made some tea and got some-
thing to eat. Woods came in then
He had a bottle of beer. Witness
said this business would have  tc|
stop. Woods then struck witness be-
tween the eyes and on the nose, and
knocked him down. Woods hit wit-
ness the second time, and still a
third time. Witness then knew no
more. He said he was stupid, and
when he recovered, he had a bruise
on the right eye and his lip was
swollen. He washed himseli and
wiped his hands on the towel. He
then went out, he thought and got
a few drinks. He came back to get
something to eat. Woods came in
about evening. It was dusk in the
shack. Woods accosted him with in-
sulting words and hit witness again
on the left cheek, cutting his mouth
and loosening his teeth. Witness
thought he must have hit Woods with
something, and' left the shack. He
came up town and went into the Alber-
ta pool room. He could not recall the
various places he visited that eva-
ning. He recollected going to Tay-
lor and Spinks’ barn and sleeping
there. On the morning of the 5th
he went to the Senate and had

| but when Mr.

| every word.

drink. Then he went to the Queen’s

| when they said Woods was dead and

did not believe them. He had been

interdicted some time ago. He inter

dicted himself—hé and his wife.
Ex-Mayor May gave evidence as to

the former good character. He never

| heard anything against the prisoner
| until this crime was charged against
{ him.

Similar evidgnce was given by
Messrs. J. H. Gariepy, P. E. Lessard
and H. 8. Goldsmith.

A. Turner testified tl_lfxt
applied for work.

prisoner

Mr. Robertson’s Address.
The presentation of the case for th:

defence occupied one a quarter hours
Mr. H. H. Robertson, chief counsel

| for the prisoner, in his address +*c
| the jury, occupied half on hour, clos-

ing with a strong plea for the acquit-

tal of the prisoner. During his ad

| dress the prisoner wept and sobbed,
Cogswell forged the |

chain of circumstantial evidence as-

| sociating him with the crime his face

grew tense and set, and he followed
Mr. Cogswell epitomiz
ed his address in the narrow limits
of ten minutes.

Plea for the Defence.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Rob-
ertson explained homicide known as
and justifiable
which was permissible under the law
in self-defence. He submitted that
there was no intent on the part of the
prisoner to commit murder. He con
tended that the three principal wit
nesses, Pepper, Peacock and Parks,
treated the matter as a joke, and
were unreliable. Mrs. Stennett sub-
stantiated the plea of the defence.
She saw Woods v in. He
drunk.

murder, homicide.

was
She saw Houde come out in
about two minutes. No man could
premeditate murder in that short
time. Mr. Payzant’s evidence, he
contended, fully bore out the state-
ment of the accused. Prisoner took
Payzant the wrong way at first, to-
wards a shack he formerly lived in.
This was just what a dazed
drunk man would do.

He contended that if Houde had
committed the deed ,he would not
have told Pepper and Peacock he had
a fight with the vietim and give np
the key to the shack.

He contended that the way the
deed was apparently done was quite
feasible according to Houde’s story
in the box. Wood had been on a
protracted spree, and was in bad tem-
per. He was a large powerful man
for whom Houde was no match. He
did all in self defence.

He submitted that the evidence of
bloodmarks for Wood by the testi
mony of the medical men, Wood
never moved after the blow. Conse
quently the bloodmarks other -than

and

those at the victim’s head indicated]

they were Houde’s blood, and bore
the evidence of a struggle in which
the victim inadvertently, got {he

He did not re-|

worst of it.

The counsel charged the jury with
the seriousness of the responsibility
in judging homicide and quoted cop-
iously from the eriminal code, defin-
ing justifiable homicide.

The prisoner was afraid to go back
to the shack on that night because
he feared Woods. He directed atten-
tion to the discrepancy in the evi-
dence of Peacock as to the position
of the head of the murdered man
with the evidence of the police.

Argument of the Crown.

In his argument Mr. Cogswell held
that the expert evidence showed thut
| Woods died from the result of a blow
!with some blunt instrument. The
| question was to determine how this
blow was inflicted. The defence had
attempted to imply that it was caus>d

by a fall upon some: object and held
| that object was the accordeon found
!near the head of the wvictim and un
{ der the bed.
possible from any consideration. The
only verdict that anyone could come
to was that the blow was inflictad
by some hand. Whose hand? He
drew attention to the fact that the
casual rows and altercatioms of Woods
and the prisoner were improbable to
lead to such gruesome results. The
story in the box
looked like an invention after hear-
ing the case for the Crown for two
days. It was inconceivable how the
prisoner could wander all day on the
4th from 10 o’clock, when he had
the first row with Woods, and all
night in such an unconscious state
as he presumed to tell the court. He
had sense enough to shun the shack
where the body of Woods lay, and to
take off and put on his boots in the
house of Nelson Grey, and go to the
Senate hotel, the Alberta and the
livery barn.

Such a theory was im-

of the prisoner

He submitted that none of the
crown witnesses had shown any per-

{ : g
sonal animus towards the prisoner.

Their stories agreed in essentials and
had been disproved by any cross-ex-
amination.

He left the questions of law about
what was homicide, premeditated or
justifiable, to the judge, and rested
his case upon the facts adduced in
the evidence.

Afternon Session,

The case for the crown opened
agein in the afternoon with the evi-
dence of George Smith, He testified
that he came into the livery barn of
Taylor & Spinks early on the morn-
ing of April 5th, when he saw Houde
in the office. Houde said “ Hello,
George.”” Houde often came to the
barn, but witness never knew him
there all night. ~ Witness'
suspicion was not aroused by Houde's
presence in the stable. He noticed
nothing about prisoner’s face then.
He did not take a careful look .t
him.

to stay

Mrs . Stennett, who lives on Eliza-
beth street, swore that she knew
Houde and knew where he lived. The
Houde shack was easily seen froin
Mrs. Stennett’s kitchen window. -She
saw George Woods on the evening of
the 4th at about twenty minutes :o
six o’clock. She watched him go ‘p-
to his own house. She saw Vie.
Houde about two minutes later. He
came out of the shack and took the
short cut across the lots to Elizabeth
street.

To Mr. Mackie, in ecross-examina-
tion, Mrs. Stennett said she was
ironing at the window and saw Woorls
go past to his shack. She watched
him go in. The reason she watched
was because there had been consider-
able drinking going on-in that shack
about that time. She was certain
that she made no mistake about
identifying Houde as he pased her
window. He had a peculiar military
S8he denied that she was
asked to suppress any evidence, and
would not have done so if she hai
been asked.

George Bowness,
Senate Hotel, swore
Houde in .the Senate Hotel about
twelve o’clock. 'When witness lock-
ed up he asked Houde to leave. H=2
noticed nothing suspicious in Houd:'s
action.

Sergeant Tidsbury swore that he
saw Houde on April 5th in the Grani
Central Hotel about 10 a.m. Witness
told Houde he wanted to see him.
When asked what the conversation
was between the prisoner and the con-
stable the defence objected, citing
authorities that while in custody no
words of the prisoner should be ad-
mitted as evidence. The judge 30
held.

He took Houde to the office. e
had marks upon his fdece.

The next witness was Charles
| Grifith. He searched. the Woods'
'shack on April 5th in company with
| Chief Evans. His evidence was held
I by the court to be inadmissable.
Dr. E. A. Schwabe, who was en-

overcoat.

a clerk in the
that he saw

gaged on behalf of the Attorney-
General’s department to examine the
blood stains found on the poker and
towels discovered in the shack when
Detective Griffiths and Chief Evaas
searched it on April 12th, and wno
was to give evidence in this regard
was not called on account of throw-
ing out this part of the evidence.
The case for the crown concluded
with the evidence of Chief Evans.
The Chief was unable to attend, con-
sequently the court adjourned to his
home, where his evidence was taken.
He recited the evidence already toli
by Constable Howey . about finding
the body of Woods in the shack. The
principal evidence given by Chi-f
Evans was concerning the conversa-
tion he heard between the prisoner
and Mr. Van Wort, of Calgary, in
the police cells. Mr. Van Wort
called at the chief’s office and the
chief took him downstairs. He
shook hands with Houde and said
he was sorry to see him there. 1le
said he would be glad to do anything
to help him. The prisoner said if
he did anything he did it in self-
defence, and that' he had been pound-
ed unmercifully. Chief Evans fur-
ther said that Houde was in a bad
condition. His right eye was black-
ened, his left cheek bruised, his lip
swollen and black inside, and there
were blood spots on his breast. He
asked for Dr. Braithwaite, not ‘or
any medicine, but, to. take note of his
condition. The chief said to the
prisoner he could testify as to his
condition for his defence. In answer,

| Houde said he did not know how he

got out of the shack. He had 10
get out the best way he could.

The first action of Houde after his
acquittal was to go to the C. P. R
telegraph office and wire the news to
his mother in Carman, Manitoba.

TO PREVENT COAL SHORTAGE.

Regina, June 11—A press represen-
tative had an interview today with
Hon. W. R. Motherwell, commissio-
er of agriculture, with regard to ...e
cold storage scheme. Mr. Motherwe |
said that whilst the negotiations werz
still pending and he was unable "o
go into details, he felt at liberty t.»
say that the main feature of e
scheme was an arrangement whereby
the wholesalers and retailers would be
enabled to lay in stocks of coal
against the winter, without an immedi-
ate outlay of capital. In the ordinary
course of things and with the present
momentary. stl‘lnéépcy it could, not be
expected that the!trade would loadl
themselves up with coal which thes
could only hope to sell months ahead.
At the same time it was not to be
expected that the operators would he
willing to lay out of the wages ani
expenses on the coal mined. The ar-
rangements would entdil some sacti-
fice on the part of the wholesalers and
retailers, but just how they would
be arranged he was not prepared o
say as yet. Asked how the railwav
company proposed to help Mr.Mothe:-
well stated that they had promised a
supply of cars. 1f all parties to tne
scheme carried out their part he ex-
pected that at the beginning of the
winter there would be a storage i
between 50,000 and 60,000 tons of coal
in Baskatchewan.

MAN DISAPPEARED IN CALGARY.

Calgary, June 12—A man namad
S. Williams, his wife and two child:
ren, came from Innisfail last night,
intending to go to the States, Williams
disappeared at 6 o’clock in the even
ing and up to an early hour this
morning nothing has been learned re-
garding him.

Later—Eastbound No. 96 struck an
unknown man three miles east ot
the city this morning. He was walking
on the track and was killed instantly.
The body was taken on board to Lang-
don. The police believe the man :>
be Williams.

Will Fight the Government.

London, June 11—At a meeting ot
the Irish parliamentary party in ine
House of Commons today it was de-
cided to fight the government both 1n
the house and in the constituencies 1n
order to punish the Liberals for fail-
ing to give Ireland a broader measure
of home rule -than contained in the
rejected Irish council bill.

Two Years. for Stealing.

Macleod, June 11—Walters, tue
man charged with making away with
50,000 feet of lumber, the property or
the Leavings Alberta Lumber Co., was
today sentenced to two years in th:
Edmonton peniteritiary by
Harvey.

Justice

Officers Sent Up.

Calgary, June 11—Policemen Quirk
and Fireman Charmonneau, tried to-
day on a charge of theft, were com-
mitted for trial at the Supreme court.

either one or the other.

Butter Direct From Milk
The Tdeal Butter Scparator will take Butter direct fiom Sweet Milk inSeven Minutes. - Tt will also take
it from Sour Milk and Sweet.and Sour Cream.
size ; and $40.00 for 24 gal. size.
away with the Cream Separator and Churns of all kinds.
Milk in less time than a Cream Separator separates the Cream from the Milk.
combines both the working qualities of the Cream Separator and the DBarrel Churn at a less cost tl

It eosts but $24.00 for 7
If you are interested write for particulars.

. size ; $35.00 for 15 gal.
This Butter Separator does
It separates the butter dircet from the Sweet
Our Ideal Butter Separator

ian

EVERY SEPARATOR GUARANTEED TO DO AS REPRESENTED.

AGENTS WANTED.

The Iroquois Manufacturing Co.,
Limited, lroquois, Ont.

Ten Years an Auctioneer.
LOUGHRAN,
Queen’s Avenue,

North of Market.

HORSES
Castrated, without throwing or dan-
ger or injury, and insured.
or wire, N. McEwen, Ponoka, Alta.

429, female teacher, Catnolic
lerred.
Apply
Dwyer,
Alta.

with

STRAYED — Thursday last,
heavy infoal, weight about
white spot on face.
information to 8. 8.
Olover Bar.

Reward

NOTICE.
Manawan S. D. No. 382

build
on 8.

and equip new school

for sale.

Apply THOS. HALL, Sec.-Treas.,
Manawan S. D. 382,

Whaitiord, Alt

from
S 14-52-23 Clover Bar, Brown Mare,
1,400,
for |
McGhan, |

“'D. R. FRASE

having |
been empowered to borrow the sum |
of eleven hundred dollars ($1,100) to |
house |
E. 1-4, 32, 56, 15, for ten years, |
now offer said debentures of district |

The Canada Life Investment
Department

MONEY TO LOAN

on Improved Town Property on cur-
rent rates of interest.

NO DELAY.

and School
Purchased.

W. 8. ROBERTSON,
Sheriff’s Office. Edmonton.

P. Hexminck Co.

Agents Hudson’s Bay Land Co.

Mortgages Debentures

RICHELIEU HOTEL.

Third Street, north of Jasper.
(Near Canadian Northern Station.)
Board $6.50 per week
Board -$1.50 and $2 per day.

N. POMERLEAU, Proprietor.

GRANDVIEW HOTEL
First-Class Aecommodation;
Liquors and Cigars.

H. SIGLER, Proprietor.

Finest

LEGAL.

GRIESBACH, O'CONNOR &
ALLISON,
Advocates, Notaries, Ete.
Solicitors for the Traders Bank cf
Canada.
Offices—Gariepy Block, Jasper Ave-
nue, Edmonton.

TAYLOR, BOYLE & GARIEPY.
Barristers and Advocates, Notaries,
Etc.

Offices, Gariepy Block, Edmonton,
Solicitors for the Canadian Bank of
Commerce, The Great West Life As-
surance Company, Standard Loan
Company, Union Trust Company, The
Sun and Hastings Savings & Loan
Company, Ete., Dominion Life Assur-

ance Co.
Private Funds to Loan.
C. Taylor. J. R. Boyle.
Wilirid Gariepy.

H. A. MacKIE,

Solicitor for Dominion Fire Insurance
Company.

Money to Loan.

Office—McLeod Block, 135 Jasper Ave.

East, (Over Perkins’ Store),
Telephone 190.

BECK, EMERY, NEWELL &
BOLTON.
Advocates, Notaries, Etc.
N. D. Beck, K.C., Public Administrator
E. C. Emery. C. F. Newell.
S. E. Bolton.

Solicitors for the City of Edmonton,
Umrperial Bank of Canada, Bank of
anada, Bank-of Montreal, Hudson’s
Bay Co., Canada Permanent Mortgage
Corporation. Canada Life Assurance
Co., B. C. Permanent . Loan and Sav-
ings Co.; the Reliance Loan and Sav-
ings Co., the Dominion Permanent
Loan Co., the Colonial Investment
and Loan Co., Credit Foncier Franco-
Canadien.

Office: McDougall street, near new
Imperial Bank building.

\

Wm. Short.

Hon. C. W. Cross.

O. M. Biggar.
SHORT, CROSS & BIGGAR
Advocates, Notaries, Etc.

The boarl of works today decided
to eall for tenders for the erection ali
a new city hall to cost $150,000.

Offices at present in Cameron Blk.,
over new offices of Merchants Bank
of Canada after May 1st, next.
Company and private funds to loan.
Edmonton, Alta.

Write |

WANTED—For Egg Lake, 8.D., No. |
pre-|
Duties to begin June Ist. |
references to T. J.
Secretary, Egg Lake P.O., |

o -

K. W. McKenzie,
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER,
EDMONTON - - - - ALTA.

KEEPS ON HAKD ALL KINDS OF
‘Local Improvement Forms. School District Forms.
| Hyloplate Blackboards. Desks. tc

~ LUMI

AT N NN AT VA R

C0., LTD.

Manufacturer of all kinds of Spruce Material.
We have stecked up for the coming se:sin in
all kinds of the best qualit;y B. C. Material

Ry L o8

2875 5

— |All orders attended to promptly. Telephones--Mill 5a,

Town Sb.~ Branch Yard Vegreville

PR Vi
|

Cann, Ingle & Co.

Stoney Plain

Manufacturer of SASHES AND DOORS and Dealers in LUMBER,
SHINGLES, LATH, LIME, ETC.

All kinds of Building Material

Planing and Crushing done at all times. QOrders filled at shortest notice

CANN, INGLE & CO.

There is Nothing Better
Steel Stubble and Sod Plow

Fitted with the Celebrated ‘““Garden City Clipper’” Bottom,
MADE BY DAVID BRADLEY MFG. CO.,, BRADLEY, ILL., US.A.

About the best thing you can get hold of for all classes of work. At
home in the stubble or fallow, turns a good flat furrow in the sod. Just
a nice medium between the more abrupt old ground plow and the long,
slow turning breaker. Hardened moldboard, share and landside. If we
knew .anything better suited to general work in this locality, we’d be sell-
ing it. But we don’t think there is anything better. You’ll agree when
you see this one. Come in and let us show you.

SOLE SELLING AGENTS

Manuel & Corriveau, Edmanton, Alta

Are You Building?

Remember that in this country WARMTH shou'd be the
first consideration.

E. B. Eddy’s Impervious
. . Sheathing Paper . .

ensures this.

Tees & Persee, Limited, Agents.
Winnipeg. Edmonton. Calgary.

Always everywhere in Canada USE EDDY’S MATCHES.

A Manr

who drinks whisky should be interested
in getting the very best.

SEMI-LIQUEUR SCOTCH WHISKY

Sold by aill first-class hotels and dealers.
Found in all refined homes.
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