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Superior Business Abil-
ity, With a Vengeance.

The Patriot of the 21st. con-
tains an editoral under the cap-
tion, “ Superior Business Ability,”
in which it purports ‘to compare
the financial transactions of the
Conservative and Liberal Govern-
ments in this Province during
twelve years of office respectively,
It instances a number of depart-
ments of the public service in
which, it claims, the Liberal Gov-
ernment spent considerably less
than the Conservatives; but stops
there, taking good care not to
compare the total annual ex-
penditure under each Government
or the Provincial debtat the pre-
sent time as compared with what it
was when the Liberals came into
power in 1891. Now, in order
that our readers may be able to
judge of the “ Superior business
ability” of ‘'which the Patriot
speaks, from actual facts, we will
give in brief the figures relative
to the annual expenditure; the
taxes and the debt of the respect-
ive Governments during their
twelve years of office. Before
setting down the. figures it may
be well once more to recall the
words - of Mr. Frederick Peters
when he became Leader of the
Government in 1891- He de-
clared that revenue and expendi-
ture must meet and that the day
of taxation was far off Now
let us see how he and the Grit
Premiers who have succeeded
him have lived up to these
solemn declarations. The aver
age annual expenditure of the
Conservatives while in office.
was $278,959 and when they
went out of power at the end of
twelve years. they left a debt
against the Province of $128,000.
The average annual” expenditure
of the Grits for twelve years has
been $314,083.,an annual excess
of expenditure of $35,124. The
deficits during the twelve years
of Grit rule amounted to $491,117

an average anoual deficit of]

$48,000. ~ The ‘debt of the Pro-
vinece has. been. increased under,
Grit rule from $128,000 to $700,-
000, exclusive of the year 1903
for which we have no accounts
yet. Probably last years deficit
has been equal to any of its pre-
decessors, somewhere in the
vicinity of $48,000. During the
twelve years of Conservative
rule about $82,000 of taxes were
collected; but during twelve
years of Grit Government, the
taxes collected amount to $487,-
828, or an average of $54,203 for
nine years. From these figures,
taken from the Government blue
books, our readers will see that
the Grits in office in this Pro-
vince have in twelve years spent
$35,000 a year more annually
than their Conservative prede-
cessors;. they have collected an
average of $54,000 a year in
taxes for nine years, and not-
withstanding all this, they have
added from $575,000 to 600,000
to the Provincial debt. And this
is what the Patriot calls “superior
business ability.” Now, all we
have to say is that if the Govern-
‘ment effiected such savings in
certain public departments as the
Patriot claims, the figures above
quoted show these savings were
not applied to closing the gap
between revenue and expenditure ;
and if they exist anywhere out-
“side of the Patriot writers imagin-
ation must have been lavished
upon the Governments friends in
_the form of boodle. Surely the
facts here prodneced, indecate that
the Government’s Sgmethod of
conducting public business inde
cate “superior business ability”
with & vengeance.

The By-Elections.

THERE are altogether ten vacancies
in the membership of  the Honse of
Commons; five in the Province of
Quebec, two in Ontario, two in New
Brunswick and one in Prince Bdward

sland, It would be most natural to
suppose that the Government woo)d
bring on all these elections at once.
Simultaneous by elections was the
doctrine preached by the Grits whil
in opposition, and being now io
péwer with a strong Government
majority they would surely be ex-
pected to practice the doctrine
preacbed by them while in opposi-
tion. But our Grit friends are as
focounsistent and coatradictary in
this particular as in everything else
they preached in opposition and failed
to practice s power. The Govern-
meant have acted in the most cowardly
manuer in the byelections. Not
only have they failed to bring on all
the elections simultaneously, but

they have ordered the two elections
for the new ministers,  Messrs..
Emmerson in Westmoreland N. B.,
and Brodeur in Rouville, P. Q , to
‘be brought on February 6th, and ten
days later four other elections are to
be beld. These are for East Lamb-
ton and East Bruce in the Province
of Ontario, St. John N. B, and
West Queens, P. E. I. There is no
account of'the writs for the (our re
maining elections in the Province of
Quebec. Are we to assume that
this manoer of bringing on the by
elections indicates the Government’s
consciousness of their waning prestige?

West Queen’s Election.

THE by=-election for West Queens,
set down for the 16th, February, is to
be contested. Mr. Horace Haszard
is the Government candidate and Mr.
A.A. McLean is the Liberal Con-
servative standard bearer. Mr. Mec.-
Lean’s card will be found in this
day's Herald. Mr McLean stands
for the . policy of Mr. Borden, our
great Leader ; he takes the field to
condemn the Government for their
increase of the ordipary annual ex-
penditure to the enormous amount
of $63,000,c00, after promising to re-
duce the same by several millions of
dollars, and for increasing the volume
of taxation to $47,000,000. Above
all be asks the electorate for their
support in condemnation of the Gov-
ernment’s action in saddling upon the
peopfe of Canada a liability of
$139,000,000, for the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway project. This is an
undertaking never asked for by the
people of Canada. The contract for
this railway was declared by Mr.
Blair “a sheer uvjustifiable waste of
public money.” Now is the oppor-
tunity for tbe electors of Wesr
Queen’s to set the seal of their con-
demnation on this uncalled for and
outrageous expenditure of millions
upon millions of the pe ples money.
Let them rise in their might acd
elect Mr. McLean as a protest against
the Goveroment’s presumption and

extravagance. The company have
failed to carry out the very first re-

quirement of the contract, the deposit-

ment securities, and now Parliament
is called in order that the contract
may be so modified as to be still
more favorable to the company and
disadvantageous to the tax payers of
Canada. Are the electors of West
Queen’s prepared to still further sacri-
fice the rights and the revenues of
the Country to accommodate this am-
bitious company ? If not let them
cast their ballots for Mr. McLean,

Our Ottawa Letter.

BLAIR ENDORSED CONSERVATIVE
POLICY.

The Liberal press has been
deriving a lot of soulless comfort
from Hon. A. G. Blair’s letter to his
St. John constituents, in which
he imparted a farewell kick to
the Grand Trunk Pacific scheme,
and (as the Liberals claim) a hard
knocks at Mr. Borden’s policy.
OnjAugust 11th, 1603, Mr. Blair,
in his famous speech onthe G. T. P.
deal, and at a time when the
Railway Commission  Chairmsn-
ship was not dangling before his
eyes, endorsed the Conservative
policy, announced a few days
lafer, in the following strong
language :

“ Now, my own view wonld be
that if we wanted to pass railway
legislation, if we wanted to do
something of advantage for the
transportation of the country, if
we wanted to secure to our Ca-
nadian seaports the transporta-
tion of western products, we
would have extended the Inter-
colonial to Georgian Bay by ac-
quiring the Canadian Atlantic.
Of course, Mr, Speaker, that in-
volves a continnation of the
principle to which I know a
great many people are hostile.
It would involve the government
doing something to which many
people dre not well disposed.

* Now, Sir, addressing myself
to the present seghempe of the con-
struction -of this railway from
Quebec to the west, I am not
going to say that it is a project
that has not very much to recom-
mend it, and perhaps a project
which I would gladly see ecarried
out, and which I would hold up
both hands to support under
proper gopditions and in a proper
way. I1f we conld he satjsfied
that the country to be traversed
bgv that railway from Quebec to
the prairies iy a fertile country
which ‘will iavite and sppport
a railway from a logal point of
view, then I should say, let us go
ahead and build it as rapidly as
the settlement of the country will
call for it, and as rapidly as we
can justify it aader g proper ad-
ministration of affairs, would
not put any obstaclein the way
of the rapid construction of it,
after you hgve possessed your-
self of all information with re-
gard to it ; after you have found
out what it is going to cost, what
is the limit of the liability you
assume, whether or not yoy gan
get a suitable route, and gener-
ally possessed yourself of that
information which any ordinary
business man would ppt himself
in possession of before he wonld
ewbark in any such undertaking.
ISo far as the sopstryction of the
Quebee portion is coneerned, |
would heartily favor its oper-
ation by the government, pro-
yided they had taken these pro-
per precautionary steps, which,
however, they have not taken.
My quarrel with the government
80 fpr s this portion of the wun-
dertaking is

-

ing of $5 000,000 cash or Govero.-|

most entirely upon the consider-
ation that they are plungiog
headlong into this thing, in & most
unwise, injudicions, and unbusi-
nesslike way, when by a little
pause, by a year or two of delay
to get information, we might be
put in possession of facts which
would justify us in proceeding.”

RANK POLITICAL BLACKMAIL.

That the Liberal party 1s rapid-
ly losing all sense of decency is es-
tablished by a recent article
which appeared in the Moncton
Transcript, one of the most heav-
ily subsidized organs in the em-
ploy of the government. The
incident is all the more aggra-
vated because of the fact, that
Houo. H. R. Emmerson, the new-
ly installed Minister of Railways,
is a shareholder in the paper.
The Transcrip took upon itself to
refote a statement to the effect,
that the firm of Rhodes. Curry
& Company, of Amherst, were
Conservatives. This concern op-
erates one of the largest car
works in Canada. Incidentally
it has filled large orders for Inter-
colonial rolling stock. Mr. Em-
merson’s organ meets the refer-
ence to the political opinions of
the members of the firm in” ques-
tion, by challenging any Tory
newspaper topublish a statement
to that effect, with the firm’s
signature attached thereto. It is
a notification to Rhodes, Curry
& Company and other firms, that
no matter how superior their
goods may be, nor how low their
prices, they cannot hope to secure
Intercolonial econtracts, wunless
they think as Mr, Emmerson
thinks. Hon. A. G. Blair always
denied that such blackmail was
practised on the government
railways. Under Mr. Emmerson
no time has been lost in proclaim-
ing the Intercolonial a well oiled
political machine. The Liberal
party, however, has little to gain
by such tactics, which are a dis-
grace to the country. Already
the loss of so good a politician as
Mr. Blair and the appointment of
such a lightweight as Mr. Em-
merson are having their effect.
Buat the worst is yet to come.

8IR WILFRID’S LATEST APPOINTMENTS.

Angd still the cabinet changes con-
tinwe. Hon. M. E. Bernier has resigned
and the Inland Revenue department
will, in futare, be presided over by
Honorable L. P. Brodeur, Speaker of
the Houge of Commons. The new
appointee, it will be remembered, was
discarded by 8Sir. Wilfrid Laurier for
Hon. Raymond Prefontaine, when Mr.
Tarte’s retirement left a vacancy to be
filled. Evidently Mr. Prefontaine was
considered Mr. Brodeur’s superior a
year ago, and as the former is one of
the weakest men in the cabinet, the
throw down administered to Mr.
Brodeur would irdicate that another
piece of dead wood is being used to
patch up the sinking > .aurier govern-
ment.

Perhaps the most serions featura of
the latest cabinet changes is the apoint-
ment of Mr. Bernier to the Railway
Commission. The exminister will be
abous 88 useless a member of that im-
portant commission, as the Laurier
government could select. As a cabinet
minister he was a failure, perhaps
holdiog 1ank with Hon. Sydney Fisher.
He is now elevated to a position which
should be adorned by a man thoroughly
in tonch with railway matters, of keen
administrative ability and a judicial
mind. Mr. Bernier possesses none of
these important qualifications, but be-
canse of political exigencies which re-
quired his retirement from the govern-
ment, he has been placed side with
Hon A. G, Blair who sold his pirnciples
for office. 8ir, Wilfrid is evidently
loging bis head" Both of his nomin-
ations to the Railway Commission are
an-insult to intelligent Canadians.

NO BOODLE! No ELECTIOD ]

For months Canada had been await-
ing a definite announcement as to
whether there would be ageneral elaction
or asession. Up to January Tth,
everything pointed to an election. On
that day Messrs. Hays and-Wainwright,
of Grand Tronk Pagific fame, were in
Ottawa. They saw Sir, Wilfrid Laarier,
and with that interview came a sudden
change of sentiment. After that the
session was announced.

TLe secret of the delay is to be found
in the inability of the Liberal party to
raise funds for election purposes. The
Grand Tropk Pacific deal did not
materialize, and succor from that
quarter was cut off. The contractors
were approached and ssked to fork out,
in retarn for which they were promised
fat contracts on the Grand Trunk
Pacific. The proposition was s8c
mutaally advantageous that the favor
ed contragtors sooght financial assist-
aoce from the bunke, on the strength of
the prospestive go]len harvest. Bat
the banks could not gse the point. They
bave no faith in the Cox deal and
flatly refused to advance money, in
connection with a scheme in which the
whole financial wo:ld bas not $5,000,000
worth of confidence. And so it came
to pass, that the election fonds fell
through. Then Messrs. Hays and
Wainwright were conpuh.ed, but they,
like the gontragiors, were pnable to
assist. These are the ressgns why
Canada sees another session of
Parliament. Jso’t it a splendid and
glorious privilege o be an elector, un-
der a Liberal government. :

LIBERAL PARTY'S RAPID DECAY.

Bir Wilfrid Laurier has |been forced
to call to his cabinet Hon. Henry R.
Eunﬁ:non whgse regord in Parliament

a8 been ohe of disappointment to his
most ardent admirers. Mr. Emmerson
is intended to fiill the shoes of Hon.
A. G. Blair, but for whose good offices
the new minister wonld never have
been hpard of The election of Mr.
Emmerson to gabinet rank ig another
sdmission that the ‘' business adminis-
tration ” of wkich 8ir- Wilfrid Laarier
boasted in 1897, is fast falling to decay.
Mr. Emmerson can never bring to the
Premier’s assistance the master mini
of his predecessor. Hon. Raymond
Erefopiaipne has hopelesely failed in his
effor! fopply the hlnlnp %ng indus-
try, which Hon. J. Israel Tarte took
with him when he resigned ks port-
folio Hon. Bydney Fisber, a few days
ago, «t 8 banquet in Montreal, hardly
aftracted passing attention. Hon. Mr.
Bernier goep tg the Railway Commis-
sion. “Jim” Sutherland is, he
always has been, a useful organizar,
nothing more. Hon. Clifford Sifton,
has become wealthy. but has lost jhis
grip in the wes!, 8ir qichud Cartwright
is likely to retire at aun early date.
Sir William Mulock and Mr. Fielding
are fighting for 8ir Wilfrid Lsuriers
position, which is shortly expected to
become yagant, Mr. Fitgpatrick 1s still
a member of Fitgpatrick, Pargnt, Roy
and Capnon, of Gaynor Greem and
Quebec bridge ($3,000,000,000 rake off)
fame, Qix Wilfrid, himself, is wonder-
ing whs ﬂ? papt:ktry thinks ¢f him,
and is afraid to rigk an enguiry. Sach
is the present ltnndln{o of the great
buinegmmrnnﬁon which " Mr,
R, H, Bmmeraon and Mr. L. P, Brod-
eur are tbe latest prosments,

BUILD UP CANADA!

corned, rests al-

the Eastern

Mr. BR. L. Borden has been address-|
ing mouster meetings in

Townshipe, and there as in the Mari-
time Provinces, Ontario and the West
be has received amrenthusiastic recep-
tion. At Magog 1,000 workingmen
from the cotton and print mills cheered
the Conservative leader to the echo,
a8 in Lis forceful style he impressed
opon them tie necessity of building
up Canads, by preserving to her the
right to develop her own mnatural re-
sources, and finish on Canadian eoil
the products of her foreste, mines, and
fields.

The Conservative leader does not
believe in the Laurier policy which
permits Canadian raw materials to
be shipped to the United States;
thers to be manufactured into finished
products by expatriated Canadiane,
and then sbipped back to Canada in

return for C.;?ilh money. ~ Mr.
Borden has g ground for his eon-
tention. He bas no less an author-
ity than Hon. Wm. Patterson, Min
ister of Customs, who in his Trade and
Navigation returns for 1903, shows
that last year, among others the
following raw material went to the
Unpited States to be made wup into
maketable merchandise ;—
Copper, fine, contained in

ore, matte, regulus, etc. 27,928,491 1bs.
Lead in ore 16,267.956 1bs.
Nickel in ore, etc 9,032,664 lbs.
Silver in ore concentrates,

etc . 38,242,680 oza.
Pulp wood, value $1,795,768

Canada then - torned round and
bought abroad millions of dollars
worth of the finished products of these
articles. Why not manufacture them
in Canada? Why not make this the
greatest paper producing country in
the 'otkf? =bhat is what the Conser.
vative party wants, and My, Borden’s
reception is & pretty good-indication
that Canadians are awakening' tothe
fact that their industries are being
neglected.

ank:

The C. M. B. A. Grand
Council.

(Kingston Freeman Jan. 13th.)

The Grand Council of the C. M. B. A,
were in session at the head office in
Kingston during the past week. 1t
is stated thatthe business of the past
year was the most successful in the
history of the Association. The growth
in membership bas been very satis-
factory throughont. Every Province
in the Dominion has contributed its
quota to the ranksof the C. MI'B. A.
The jorisdiction of the Association
now includes every Province in the
Vominion—and its financial affairs
were never in such a healthy condi-
tion. The members are certainly to
be congratulated uvpon the fact that
all death clalms are being met an'i
other expenses paid with practically
the same rate as existed a quarter of
a century ago. Upon the selection of
its officers the C. M. B. A. has occasion
to rejoice. The ablesl men among the
Catholics of Canada are guiding its
destinies. The head of the Association
is the Hon. M. F. Hackett, a gent-
leman well-known throughout the
whole Dominion as an orator and a
brilliant lawyer ; a man of affalrs and
withal possessing a geniel kindness of
heart that renders him beloved by all
with whom he associates, he makes
the ideal leader of this great Associa-
fion. " 1n the important office of Soli-
oitor is the Hon. Frank R. Latchford,
Minister of Pablic Works for the
Province of Oatario—a man of great
strength of character, an able lawyer,
recognized by all for his public and
private recitnde. Hon. Mr. Latchford
since he first occaupied the above most
important position, has brought both
strength and secarity tothe C. M. B, A
The Grand Trusiees of this Associa-
tion are in & manner proviocial re-
oresentatives and they are represent-
ative in every senmse eof the word.
Qatario has on the Board Mr. George
Lynch-Staunton, of Hamilton, and the
Rev. Father Crinnion, of Paris Mr.
Lynch- Staunton is easily one of the
greatest of Qntario lawyers, and his
presence on the Board is a source
of strength in every respect. Father
Crinnioa i3 an earnest and eloquent
advocate of the C. M. B. A. and one
who is ever ready to msake any
sacrifice for the causs he has at heart.
From down by the sea coma to the
Advisory Board of the C, M. B. A, two
of the ablest men in a land famous for
the talent of her soms. Mr. J. A.
Chisholm, of the firm of Bordon, Ritchie
& Chisholm, of Halifax. has done
valiaat service for the Association. At
the Board meetings his advice is sound
and practical while bis work as an
organizar is evidenced in the rapid
growth of the Association since Mr.
Chisholm was selected. In proportion
to her population Nova Scotia leads the
van in new members. New Brunswick
gives to the Trustee Board Mr. George
V. Mclnerney, St. John, knowa
throughout the Dominion as an eloquent
and forcible speaker, an ablsbarrister
and a man of sterling charsecler. Two
important officers, those who have to
do with the real management of the
Association are held by Kingstoniane,
Mr. John J. Behan bsing' Grand S:c-
cetary and Dr. Eiward Ryan, Suaper-
vising Medical Examiner. Both these
Zentlomea are so well-known to the
membarship at large, they nead nq in-
troluction. Mr. Bshan, though only
recently appointe ), has already given
evidenoe of spacial tact an 1 rarg ability
in the administration of his work. It
is not too much to remark that the
high standing of the C. M. B. A., and
its low rate of assessments, is in a
'arge measare dan to the firmness and
care with which Dr. Ryan has con-
ducted his work.

Good old Qaebec sends Charles D.
Hebert, of Three Rivers, to the Board
of Trustees. He is thoroughly devoted
to his work and has heen of great value
to the Society. His services in Q1ebac
are now bearing frait and 1904 will see
the Association flourish in that Pro-
vince.
With such an able body of men at its
head the C. M. B. A., cannot fail of)|
saocess. Loyal iq fhe interasta qf the
C. M. B. A,, devoted to their work; the
grand officers have justly earned the
love and confidencs of the entirs As-
sociation—and, it should be the aim of
every mewmher tq gmulate the enthysi-
asm of the grand officers and to make
the year just opening a banner one
in the history of Canada’s greatest and
foremost society—the Catholic Mutual
Benefit Association, =~ {3
i -
Tre Patriot, when stating that ~Mr.
McLean polled 2]2 yotes less in ths by-
election of 1902 than Mr. Stewart polled
in the general eleotion of 1900, should
have told itg readers that Mr. F.rquhu.
son poiled 487 votes lsss in 1903 than
Davies did ia 1900. "

——— e t—————
W3 can save you money om bardware,
—Fennell & Caandler.
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Is quality that makes every article in
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Crowds to the right of us,

Crowds to the left of us,

Crowds all around us,

For Bargains they clamored.

Bravely our clerks worked and well,

Tho’ oft’times they wished Bargain Sales were
in===Well = | R T

What is the use though? the

Ours did not start the row,

Ours hadn’t to, nohow

And w’re going to do or diew==

Die, or serve this twice six hundred.

-

y wondered,.

Everyday the crowds attending our Great Bargain Sale are get-

ting larger and larger. Saturday evening the store was thronged

with delighted buyers who evidently knew THEY WHEI '

THE RIGHT SHOP. And no wonder when they secure he?eﬂsg-
lish new Dress Goods, purchased last autumn, in Tweeds Che-
voits, Fancy Mixtures, Black Fancys, Colored Silks, Colored Silk
Velvet and Velveteens, besides fancy Velvets for Cushions and
Fancy Work—all at HALF-PRICE. Then all our SILK WAISTS,

including that elegant lot we opened a few days bef:
began are selling at 67 CENTS ON TII)IE DOLLAR. . Bessi’desea,ﬁ?ughsek&a"l}se,

including 75 new ones, in the Spring Styles and no tw i
Ladies say they are the dressiest skirts gver shown herg 2.1111(11: eé.
decided Bargain; these also go at 1-8 off; also all ' '

Ladies’ Cloth Ja

In stock, while a few of the
PRICH.  All ;

Trimmed M

And still a nice lot of those FURS in Collars, ﬁuﬂ's, etc., which
we will clear at HALF-PRICE. Other Furs 1-83 off. These are
only a few of the many Bargains we are offering. :

At Half Priece.
So here goes for 20, 40 or 60 days, if necessary to hold our, trade

Come Here for Genuine Bargains,

As ancient goods are dear at any price.

ets

ilargefst_sizes we w_}ll clear at .HA.LE:,

illiney Half Price,

1500 yds. Dress Goods

500 yds. Ulster Cloths

450 yds. Silk Velvet .

265 yds, Fancy Blouses, Silk
25 Fur Muffs, 30 Fur Col-

lars ¢

All Fur Capes

All Fur Lined Capes

All Trimmed Hats

Childrens’ Gloves

Lot of Men's Gloves

Lot of Dress Trimmings

Flannelette Underwear

Laces, Embroidery

Wings, Breasts, Cord

Ladies’ Facinators

Lotiof Men’'s Ready-made Cloth-
ng (
Wrappers, Silk Shirtwaists
Lot _of Jackets, Gloves, Ribbons,
% ‘Whitewear

&

n s Clothing, Men's Hats and

L Ca.%s
en’s F'ur Coats, Caps, Mitts
Ladies’ Mitts, Caps, Ruffs e
Sleigh Robes

IZW%(.)I S%af;Wls’ Rugs, Tams
‘Ladies irts, Wate

'g%anketds, I_I'Ba,chelors rproofs
Stamped Linens, Cushi

'Men’s Winter Shirts b

Frints, Wristbags, Purses.

All goods not mentioned 10 to 20 ©
per cent. off.

_Sa,mllales given and goods sent on
approval as usual.

SENTNER, TRAINOR & G0,

our stock a bargain.—Fenael & Chandler,

The Store That Saves You Money.




