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its greatest extent during the hap-
piest years of peace.” 5

Published by The Brantford Courler mmt: Figures bear out this assertion, In

ited, every afternoon, at Dalbousie

Brantford, Canada. Subscri tion rate:
British

By carrier, 83 a year; by mai

1792, in peace time, the imports and
exports of ‘Great Britain amounted to

to
possessions and the United States, $2 $216,500,000. In 1796, after three

pér annum.

SEMI-WEEKLY COURIER—Published on

years of war, they stood at $261,000,-

Tuesday and 'll‘)lfnr:day dmornlnc nttzl 000. In 1800 they had rise}: to ]$35B,-
per year, payable in advance. To the|ggg 000, Throughout the Napo eonic
ited tes 1 tage. v g A
United States, 50 cents extra for DOSSIER. | ¢\ ope the trade of #he United King-

Torento Office: Queen City

ity Chambers, 82 i
Church Street, Toronto. H. E. Smallpeice, dom steadily increasea.

— e | These opening observations made,

let us look at the two features of the
situation just noted. First, as to at-
tacks upon merchant ships by enemy

warships or privateérs.

Friday, August 28, 1914

CANADA’S STRENGTH.

In the great French war, from 1785
to 1815, there was almost incessant
war upon the high seas, and for near-
ly all that period the French devoted

5 Two years or so of stringent| i whole energy to commerce des-
times have washed out of the fab-|truction. What followed? For one
ric of Canadian business some |thing, French commerce itself  dis-
things that were marring the fair appeared. In the year ending 20th

sheet of our prosperity—specula-
tion in real estate, excessive per-

September, 1800, the whote of the dir-
ect trade between France and the
continents of Asia, America and Af-

Son?l, extra’va‘gance, venturesome- | ;.. amounted to only some $350,000;
ness in finance and a tendency to|while that of Great Britain was $350,-

imprudent business expansion

.1000,000. For another thing, with all

To-day Canada’s strength is | the ‘activity of French warships and
showing itself unmistakably. We privateers, the losses of British ship-

have recovered our self-confidence

and courage.

ping were not more than 2 1-2 per
cent. a year, and probably were under
2 per cent. Where careful and skilful

R Our blfsmess men who adver-|arrangements were made, the losses
tise owe it to themselves and the|were lower yet; in one very perilous
times to continue their advertis-|region in the Far East a particularly
ing. Advertisements are declara- |able officer took certain precautions

tions of purpose, courage and ser-
vice. An absence of advertising is

and the losses from capture fell to a
lqwer figuse than those from the or-
dinary perils of navigation,

an indication of faintheartedness,| Extraordinary facilities for com-
and of energy in a state of col- merce destrtiction were possessed by

lapse or suspense.

the French at that period. An ex-

Strength shows itself in action |ceedingly large proportion of British)

~—in advertising.

THE SITUATION.

News from the front shows that

trade went up the English Channel, in
slow-moving sailing craft, and small
vessels could row out in the night
from the French ports and board
them, L L

flay_s of severe fighting are on the| A great share of the commerce of
tapis—the greatest 1n all history. |the day was held by the West Indies,

The Germans still continue to |and the French and Spanish Islands
proceed steadily towards Paris. abounded in ports and harbors which
They are using motor traction to [served as bases for privateers. These

a remarkable extent, and have
found a practically open road

special_advantages to the attacker do
not exist to-day; the French coast is
friendly, German ships have no for-

Iirom the norti:, a procedure which}eign bases except a few ' in Africa,
the allies manllfestly did not f‘or- which soon will be captured, and Ger-
see. They will have to swing|man ships are penned up in the North
around in order to meet the new Sea. Yet a hundred years ago, with all

phase of affairs, but in any event
the investment of Paris seems to

these advantages to commerce des-
trqyfers, the risk of capture to the
British shipowner was only about 2

be a certainty. She is splendidly per cent, It was only one extra risk,
defended by outworks and fort|ranking with shipwreck, collision or

equipments, and is victualled for |the other dangers which beset ships |

a siege.

Every day that the allied troops
can delay such a consummation
will prove of priceless worth.

at all times,

.The case of the Alabama i¢ often
cited. The Alabama enjoyed two
great advantages which the modern
commerce destroyer lacks. She could

They have backed up in splendid |use her sails and so save coal; and

style the initial and the heroic

the present rule of International Law

work of the Belgians and the Rus-|forbidding warships to coal more than

sian hordes are making excellent
progress. %3

France, of course, made a big
mistake in pouring ‘troops into
‘Alsace and Lorraine. She should
have figured that she would get
those two provinces in any event
upon the terms of final settle-
ment. Instead the enemy let her
get busy in the districts named
when concentration on her fron-
tier should have been the watch-
word. However, the error was
recognized soon enough to save
the situation to some extent.

CANADA AND THE WAR

Will the war necessarily ruin Bri-
tish and Canadian trade? Before we
are quite certain that it will, certain
considerations should be weighed.
MHistory furnishes certain examples
which afford a distinctly cheerful
augury.

Two main features need examina-
tion. These are:—

1. The question of sea transporta-
tion. Will British ships be captur-
ed and shut up in harbors; will
insurance rates run up, and will
freight rates increase?

2. The question of trade itself.
Will the interchange of commodi-
ties be greatly lessened and manu-
facturing be cut down?

First of all, it must be noted that
the first few weeks of the war will not
represent the real characteristics of
its commercial side. A certain paraly-
sis is to be expected at the outset, due
to uncertainty and change of condi-

once in the ports of a neutral, had
not been formulated. She had a third
advantage which German ships-can-
not count upon; the Northern navy
conducted its operations against her
very unskilfully, Speaking generally,
their ships trailed after her instead
of heading her off,

The German cruiser which tries to
d..o commerce destroying to-day has a
mf.fl_cult task. The seas swarm with
British cruisers, many of them are
slower than the very fast ships which
Germany just now has in the Atlantic
and Pacific, but most of them are
larger and carry heavier guns. They
are carefully placed so that wherever
on .the Atlantic at least; the German
cruiser goes, she is iikely to find
vaiting for her a ship too heavy to
fight. Meanwhile, she is burning her
coal, Hanging over her is the men-
ace of the wireless, that will
haye. given | notice to every
British cruiser within a  thous-
and miles of the German’s where-
abouts and a ring of enemies will be
converging upon the corsair before she
has clutched her prey. The recent
brush between the Karlsruhe and two
British ships excellently illustrates the
system. The Suffolk found the Karls-
rube cozling and chased her; the Karl-
sruhe outsteamed her and in a few
hours was out of the Suffoli’s sight.
But the Suffecli= had summoned by
wireless the Bristol and this ship was
lying ahead of the fleeing German,
waiting to take up the chase. Again
the Karlsruhe, which is a very swift
ship, outsteamed the protector of com-
merce and got away. But, apart from
any damage done by the British

tions. It is a century since there was shells there is this fact to consider;

so serious a war, and since there was

nat the Karlsruhe spent a day or

any widespread fighting on the high | two steaming at her highest speed, and

seas, and it is natural to expect that
manufacturers, merchants and ship-

must have wnsed up at least four hun-
dred tons of coal which it will puz-

owners, who all their lives have ex- zle her captain to replace; and all she

perienced peace conditions, and peace campies is 1,200 toms.

A very few

conditions only, for a few weeks will | weeks of this scientific hustling along,
be excited, apprehensive, and uncer- handing her over from one commerce
tain as to developments. Once they defender to another, will see her with
have grasped the new conditions they empty bunkers; a helpless hulk. The
will set out to adapt themselves to[ war is over three weeks old, and the
them and a revival of activity is to be German cruisers to the date of writ-
expected. Especially will they be |ing are not known to have captured
ready so to adapt themselves when | one merchantman in the Atlantic
new opportunities are set before them, | ocean or off the Pacific coast of

Secondly, in the past the trade and | North America, The Karlsruhe, for

Secondly, in the past the trade and example has been too busy running
not suffered, as a whole, from war, | away to do much chasing of mer-
Instead they have thriven upon it. | chant ships.

During the-great war between Great

Even if a German ship captures a

Britain and France from 1793 to 1815, merchantman her difficulties will not
British trade and shipping increased | be over. What will she do with it?
enormously; and this in spite of Na-| If she sinks it she will have to take
poleon’s continental system, which|the crew on board and high speed
was an attempt to have Britain boy- | cruisers have little accommodation for
cotted by the whole of Europe. Here | passengers, or prisoners. If she puts
for example, is a statement by a con-| a prize crew on board she will weak-

temporary writer:—

en her crew—the Leipsic, for example.

“During all the op.erations of war | carries fewer than 300 officers and
and fu}ance, the gains of our en-| men—and then she will not know
terprising people were beyond alk| where to send her prize, which will

calculation, however the unproduc

-| stand little chance of navigating the

tive classes may have suffered from| North Sea, into a German port.

the degr'eciation of money and the These considerations do not - ex-
; inequalities of taxation, Our com-} haust the difficulties which beset th’
\ mierce has become more than double' attack upon British commerce of to-

day. But they indiczt;:: this— thaz

the risk of capture will be simply one
more sea-faring risk, probably con-
siderably less than that of colliding
with ice-bergs at certain seasons of
the year. g

And finally so far as freight rates
are concerned, there is the fact of
state insurance, A system of this
has beert put in force in Great Brit-
ain, and if captures do occur the state
‘will bear the greater part of the loss.
1f steamship rates rise, it will be due
to press ‘of business rather than to
danger. The powerful competition of
the German merchant marine will be
réemoved and the British mercantile
marine will have more business than
ever on its hands. "

So much for ocean freighfs. The
next great consideration is the vol-
ume of trade which will offer. Ezre
the general fact is that Germany and
Austria are cut off from the trade
of the whole world. No small part of
the goods which they normaly sell to
other nations must be sold by others.
Great Britain, for instance, will cease
to buy huge quantities of goods from
them; some of these the other parts
of the Empire can supply. We in Can-
ada $hall cease to buy great quantities
of ‘German and Austrian goods—we
shall buy them from Great Britain. The
total volume of trading in the world
will dirminish, because so many men
are withdrawn from industry, and cap*
ital will be absorbed in financing the
war; but an immense amount of trade
will continue, and this will be re-
arranged. The United States, Japan,
China and many other countries will
be clamoring for goods which Ger-
many has been supplying. So far
a5 the British Empire is concerned
there will be redistribution of trade
sather than diminution. Agricultural
produce plainly will command higher
prices, and if Canada’s basic industry
is kept prosperous, the others will
have an opportunity to steady them-
selves.

What is needed is 2 cool and
steady frame of mind. The trade of
the world 1s not going to stop.
Ships still will furrow the sea and
men still will produce and buy and
sell. A stout-hearted determination
to adjust our .industry to new condi-
tions is what th& situation demands.

FOR A SCRAP OF PAPER.

Sir William Goschen Britain’s am-
bassador to Berlin has just submitt-
ed his report of the very last negoti-
ations before war broke out. The re-
port which K makes history vindicates
British honor and should make every
one of us proud to belong to this
great Empire?

“The report is dated August 8 and
says that in accordance with instruc-
tions of August 4 from Sir Edward
Grey Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs. the Ambassador called on the
German Secretary of State Gottlieb
Von Jaow. He inquired ~ whether
Germany would refrain from violating
Belgian neutrality.

“Herr Von Jagow,” the report con-
tinues “at once replied that he was
sorry to say liis answer must be ‘no’
as in consequence of the German
troops having crossed the frontier
that morning Belgian neutrality had
already been violated. Herr Von
Jagow again went into the reasons
why the Imperial Government had
been obliged to take this step; Viz.,
that they had to advance into 'France
by the quickest and easiest way, soas
to be able to get well ahead with their
operations and endeavor to; strike
some decisive blow as early as pos-
sible. It was a matter of life or
death for them; as if they had gone
by the more southern route they
could not have hoped in view of the
paucity of roads and the strength of
the fortresses to have got through
without formidable opposition  en-
tailing great loss of time.

“This loss of time would mean time
gained by the Rusisans for the bring-
ing up of their troops to the German
frontier. Rapidity of action was the
reat German asset, while that of
Russia, was the inexhaustible supply
of troops. o

“I pointed out to Herr Von Jagow
that this fait accompli of the violation
of the German frontier rendered, as
he would readily understand, the situ-
ation exceedingly grave, and I asked
him whether there was still not time
to draw back and avoid possible con-
sequences which both he and 1 would
deplore.

“He replied that for reasons he had
given me it was now impossible for
him to draw back.”

The Ambasasdor then went to See€
the Imperial Chancellor, Dr. Von
Bethmann-Hollweg, and he found
him in a very excited condition.

«“The ‘Chancellor,” says the report,
“began a harangue which lasted about
twenty minutes, He said the step
taken by Great Britain was terrible
to a degree. .Just for a word, ‘neutral-
ity—a word which in war time had
been so often disregarded—just for a
scrap of paper, Great Britain was g0-
ing to make war on a kindred nation,
who desired nothing better than to
be friends ‘with her. All his efforts in
that direction had been rendered use-
less by this last terrible step, and the
policy to which, as I knew, he had
deovted himself since his accession to
office was tumbled down like a house
of cards. :

«What we had done was unthink-
able. It was like striking a man from
tHehind while he was fighting for h.lS
life against two assailants. He heid
Great Britain responsible for all the

terrible events that might happen.

«] protested strongly against this
statement and said that in the same
way as he and Herr Von Jagow wish-
ed me to understand that for strate-
gical reasons it was a matter of life
or death to Gesamany to advance

when conditions have settled dowa}

'should keep her solemn enga

compact simply had to be kept, Of
what confidence could anyone have
in engagements given by Great Brit-
ain in the future?

price will that compact have. been
kept? Has the British Government
thought of that?.

“I hinted to his Excellency a¢
plainly as I could that fear of com-
sequences could hardly be regarded as
an ‘axeuse for breaking a solemn en-

agement. But his Excellency was so
excited, so evidently overcome by the
news of our action, so little disposed
to hear reason that I refrained from
adding fuel to, the flame by . further
argument:

“As I was leaving he said that the
blow of Great Britain joining Ger-
many’s enemies was all the . greater
because almost up to the last moment
he and his Government had * been
working with us and supporting our
efforts to maintain peace between
Austrid and Russia.

“I said that this was part of the
tragedy which saw two nations fall
apart just at the moment when the
relations between them were more
friendly and cordial than they had
been for years. Unfortunately, not-

to do her utmost to defend Belgium’s fell
neutrality if attacked. A -solemn

low-workers, He would - readi

'understand .that no ‘one t'egrettedl thia

»

more than 1.

he Briti bassador declares e |

handed a telegraphic report of th
conversation to the telegraph office i

“The Chancellor said: ‘But at what Berlin for transmiscion, but that
‘,nevier reached the Bntish F :

Office. iR e
That evening Herr Zimmerman, Un-

der Secretary of State, called on Sir

William Goschen and asked whether

the call for his passports was equ_ival-

cases where diplomatic relations had

ensued, but his instructions ‘showed
+hat if a reply was not received by 12
o’clock Great Britain would take steps
as her engagement required. )

Herr Zimmerman said that it was
in fact a declaration of war, as Ger-
many could not give the assurances
required. Socn afterwards a fly-sheet
was issued by The Berlin Tageblatt
stating that Great Britain had declar-
ed war against Germany.

assembled before the

the police were overpowered.

of glass and the landing of cobble-

ent to a declaration of war. The Am-
bassador replied that there had been:

been broken off in which war had not.

“Immediately.” says the report, “an |

that reason had ‘only
force of police to ¢
 The next day the Emperor sent
aide with a message, in Which tB
Emperor expressed regret for the
currences, and also requested the
bassador to tell the King of Brita
that he would at once %vest himsel
of his British titles. . -

With respect to this message the
Ambassador says: “The miessage lost |
none of its acerbity by the manner of i
its delivery.” . = R i

The Ambassador speaks very high-
ly of the courtesy received at the
hands of Herr Von Jagow and the of-
ficials of the Foreign Office. do

FISH BOAT DESTROYED
g. 28.—Five memt

exceedingly e::c}i'ted andunru!y mqb
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are devoting this week to
FABRICS, COATINGS, ETC. A window display of these beau
out of the guestion just now, on account of th
we assure you that a visit to the different departments showing these beau
will amply repay you. Worthy of special mention
materials being shown in our large dress goods department on the main floor.
pains have been spared, and every market has been visited or represented in order that ‘
we might show you the very newest and best of materials. Ve

i i

4
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This, of course, is the most essential part when buying, and
talk of prices being this and being that, but we assure you that there will practically b
in prices this season—at least, not with us. We were fortunate enough
; long before THIS TERRIBLE WAR broke out, and, in fact, most of the materia
bought for this season were on their way. Then, again, there are lots of goods that we will not get at all, but,

so large, we will not feel this to any great extent.
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e extensive alterations to the front. But
tiful fabrics
are the lovely dress and suiting |
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New Fall Corset Models

One of the most essential accessories to a perfect-fitting gown or suit is for MY
LADY to have perfect-fitting Corsets. We are sole agents for . the famous
CORSET,” the only front-laced Corset recommended by the medical profession.
carry a full range of all other leading makes.

B

CORSET FITTINGS GRATIS

“ GOSSARD
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COATINGS '’

_Never have we shown such a beutiful range of FALL C
front in these beautiful materials—not only in materials, but in designs also. Of course,
the' coming season, and really to try and describe to you the designs and materials on paper wou
delight, but an impossibility. The only other course left is to issue you
and, as we have already said, you will be amply repaid by your visit. You will see what is
centres of the whole world. Prices of the materials range from $1.25 to $5.00 a yard.

v

OATINGS. The weaver’s art has been b rought to the very
checks are the prevailing designs for
1d be an advertising man’s
A SPECIAL INVITATION to visit the department,
being shown and worn in the fashion
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Special Showing of New Fall Dress Fabrics and
Coatings in the Dress Goods Dept. amn rroor

ONE AND ALL ARE INVITED TO COME!
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through Belgium and violatg the lat-

K24

-~

NOL- L INOLINPE-JNNE OG- IO

Velvets this season will be more i i i it

o5 prominent than in any previous season, not only for the full suit and gown, but al
a trimming. In fancy velvet there are some beautiful effects shown in Stri.pes: : ' g i
lel'vgt, brocaded velvet and moire velvet will be used very extensively for suits and gowns,
Visit us when you are down town and let us show you the beautiful effects produced.

brocade and two and three-tone effects.
also in combination with plain silk.

For the Soldiers .
Any .vi“ad)é' ~wishing to assist
donations-to-t

Leod, * Tigewell,

TFisher, Clark. Rest

Bailey. Players are requested
on grounds at 5.30. i

——
Were Appreciated e
Books and magazines given. §
Brantford soldiers by the
Book store were much apprec
them on their long ride to
E. A. Hollister writes the Couri
day that all is well with the ¥
§=rd boys. )
Cockshutts United kL
The Cockshutts United 'will]
the P. S. A4 at Recreation Par
will’ line up as follows: Goal, |
backs, ‘C. Stubbs, Richards;
backs, A. Maich, Clark, S. Hj
forwards, R. Plant (capt.), Jail
Charlton Blower, - Dixon; . res
Liockléy ,Dyson and T Howe
— |

Band Concert Programme.
Under command of Lieut. J
Pearce, Mus. Doc., the 25th.
Dragoon Band will render the f
ing programme in Victora ;
Friday evening, 8 o'clock: 2
The Hogans, Thomas; Overtur
William Tell, Rossini; Valse, |
sénse, Mills; Two Step, Re
Perry; Selection, Opeia Bognet]
good; Selection, Alfresco R
Baker; Lancers, Fink-a-Link, W
Valse, Valse Jane, Lionel Baxte
special request of the Sam Fox
lishing Co); Selection, Scotch
dies, MacRee Beyer; Two-Step -
Zamecrik; God Save the King,
P, &+ voluntecred
tive service. If this continues
ford’s constabulary will lose thg
er of its manhood As one youn
said “All the good looking
men have gone away?” Steve (
a late trooper of the First
Guards, Britain’s magnificent
body guard regiment. He is &
ular sergeani-major of the 25th
Dragoons and enjojys a reputag
an all round good fellow in ¢
ice force. He is married and h
child. County Constable
Mounce is also.joining the ct

—
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You can have your (
ders filled; with Englis
French and German chi
but no guarantee for
future while the war la
Order at.once.

VANSTONE

Women’s Dongola Bl
sizes 214 to 4. Regula
Men’s Box Calf Bluchg
6 to 10. Saturday....
Small Boys’ Dongola
Saturday

Boys® Dongola Lace B§
i ) e




