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A Budget of News
For Those Inter-
ested in Labor

In The World Of Labor

By G. A. M.

Gleaned From the
Exchnages and
Other Sources

The Workmen'’s
Compensation Act

The workers ot the Province are |
vitally interested in the passage of a
fair and equitable compensation act 'DOrhme warrants

{ledge that he has gained by careful
perusal, inyestigation and: researchi’.j

The recommendations that e has
coming as they do from
'gmll a source, must necessarily carry

submitted,

great weight with Sir James Whitney
and his Cabinet. To refuse to give
| them the consideration that their im-
would stamp the

modelled on the lines as recommend- lG“‘““’“““ in the eyes of the work-

ed by the Government’s own Com-
issioner,
this subject is now forming a very
interesting topic both in organized
and unorganized labor
the same law will apply to all classes

f workers. union or otherwise:
While the propésed act does not
concede all that the workers believe
¢ justly entitled to, it will be

| by them as an evidence of|

@ood faith on the part of the Govern-

recomimended by the commissioner,

If the act is mutilated and shorn of

its protective features at the behest*
of the manufacturing interests who!
have openly, it is alleged, voiced their
opposition to the measure, it will not|
be acceptable to the workers of t'l\
province.

For vears the need of an eqnitable |

measnre has heen keenly felt.and-th

said need has been acknowledged ‘)\
politicians and employers alike. There 7
is no question that .the present ex-|

istine act is worse than useless and

must be superseded hv a better ono.!
In selecting Sir William Meredith |

to investigate the entire question andd
bring in recommendations upon which

to model a fairhand workable scheme
| 1ag the

the Government made no mistake.
Sir William Meredith is a man
whom the people
greatest confidence. As Chief Justice
of Ontario, he has carned the reputa
tion of being

most impartial individuals that have

ever sat upon the bench.. and there|

a general disposition on the
part of the laboring classes to be-
lieve that in making the recommend-
ations to the Government that appear

1

I report. he has been

in his final
ated by honesty of purpose and a
sire to- do his dutv to the varion
terests that will be affect
recommendations he has
submat,
in

Commi

1l;xi1 tive research;

lence h
“)u”m\ on t
pressed -by workers and manufactur-
ers alike. ITe has visited the
States nd different countries 1n
ILurope,

the legislation that the various ,vm-'
crnments have enacted dealing with |
the question at issue, and the results|
that have accrued therefrom. He has|

taken some three vears in this inves-
tication, and he is in a better posi-
tion to make recommendations to the
Government than are the manufactur-
ers who are directly interested in the
matter, inasmuch as it may interfere
with a few dollars per year out of
their already large and constantly
crawine profits or dividends.

Sir William Meredith is neither the

|
representative of the workers or the|
manufacturers; he is the agent of the|
" - é |
Government appointed to secure iin-

formation and make recommenda-

circles, for|

that

Tt petered out. It is
"1 in Toronto than anywhere else. A
Cl number of nationa

1 shape than now Durin
md become conversant with|

|ingman, as vacilating and insincere.
Sir William Meredith, and |

and inasmuch as Sir James has giyen

!his word that he proposes to be guid-

ed by the experience and recom-
mendations of the Commissioner and
will not be influenced by the efforts
of the manufacturers to mutilate the
proposed act, organized labor, “and
the workers of the province confi-
dently look to*him and his advisers
to see that the pledges given will

0 : : {now be redeemed.
ment if it is passed-in the form as |

The workers of Ontario are only
desirous of a fair and equitable meas-

ure that shall be just to employer and;

employe alike, and in the act as pro-
pnsed by the government’s own com-
missioner, they helieve: they will re-

| ceive no more than what they have

ia right to expect.

$ Are Making Heédway

John P.
third vice-president ~6f the diterna-]

Merrigan, of

tional Brotherhood of_Boilermaiers,
Iron Shipbuilders and Helpers of Am-
erica who has been in Toronto dur-
past few days, speaks encour-

| . , .
; } agingly of the progress of the organ-
of Ontario have the;

ization in Canada at the present time.

| Recently a new local was planted ia

; s ~1 Hamilton, Ont.. which |bids fair ‘o
one of the fairest and|

blossom into a lusty youngster The
recent agreement secured in the Que-
bec section of the Canadian Northern

+ was a most satisfactory one, bo'h

boilermakers and helpers securing an

v increase of wages of three cents per

hour. It was also the first. <
the corporation has ever signed
with the Drotherhood, and in addition
to the
conditions were materially improved.
The '| ygey of national unionism no
snger bothers the international move-
it. has clearly
probably stronger

1greement

higher rate of wages. working

1ent in the Dominion,

charters haye been

returncd, and gheir members . have

actur-| come over to the international fold.
United {

The organization was never in better
g .the past yea:
the membership had increased 1,214.
and the need of organization was be-
ing more fully recognizedthan ever ba-
fere. The union had long since pass-
ed the experimental stage

I'he local organization in this city-
while not overly strong, is in good
shape and is capably managed by in-
tellient and pains-taking officers.

According to a report just issued by

the United States Department of La-;

bor, the cost of living in the west has
increased 59 per cent. in the past ten
years, while the wages of skilled
workmen have advanced only 26 per
cent. So far as the wages of the un-
skilled and unorganized workers are
concerned there has been but little

tions as a n:\luml result of the know=-| change.
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Announcement
Of Priz: Winners

In the Big “Foxy Grandpa” Contest
Will Be Pubiished in this Paper on
Friday next, December 12th.

We are sorry that the decisions could
not be made sooner, but the fact that
the number of replies received was
so large and they were all of such high
quality, has rendered the work of judg-
ing more difficult than we expected.

However, a full announcement of the
prizes will be made on that date and
also of the time and place of presenta-
tion of these prizes.

Don’t forget the best relish for
every meal is
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- What Will the iy
Churches Do?

There never was a time in the his-
Ltory of the Province of Ontario when

]opportumty to demonstrate its 1)1tcr-
fest in the cause of the working
masses as at the present moment.
The question of an equitable work-
men’s compensation for injuries . act
is, above all, a moral and, if you will,
‘a religious question—a question that
is of immense import to the wage-
| earning population of the Province,
and moreover, one that the churzh
cannot afford to sidetrack or ignore.
It is an act designed to protect the
ihome and the family when the bread-
{ winner has been taken by death while
;in the discharge of his duty or inca-
pacitated by accident from earninga
livelihood for those dependent upon
{him. e
It means prO\lsmu iar the widow i m
her. hour of need amLm her battle to
maintain her homc and protect her
dittle- ones from,.the grim specire of

iwant.and desmutwu

If -this -is not.a 1clxgxuu> qucstlo T
thql “affects the moral and material

‘{welfare of the working class whom
Montreafifithe ¢hiirch ‘téackes

{liat’ “Jésus “died
to saVes“fhen thete lis never been
regl< religious - questjont:-since- the eres
ation:- of the universe.

.Id\\ sogiety shuddered in ]mxrurdt
the recent catastrophe’ on the Great
I.akes, with its toll of less than
three hundred lives, and hastened 'to
make provision for those who had
been bereaved of husband and father.
What of that infinitely vaster army,
that infinitely greater tragedy. the
hundreds sacrificed yearly upon the
altar of industry in this great pro-
vince for which no provision has been
made, and whose needs are just as
real and worthy of relief|?

Will the church at the present mo-
ment take advantage of the splendid
opportunity that presents itself and
raise its voice in . defence of the
widow and the fatherless and for the
protection and sanctity of the home?
Will the thousand pulpits throughout
Ontario speak out and demand jus-
tice for the workers of the land ? I
they do, there can be mno question
|as to the ultimate result, if they fail,
then perforce the workers must fight
the battle alone, as they have so of-
ten done before, ;
Never hefore was the chuyrch soon
trial, in the cyes of the laboring
classes, as at the present momnient.|
What is ‘¢ verdict to be? Will it
speak out and take a stand in ‘the
battle for the home or remain silent
and allow the golden opportunity to

go by :

London To Have
Labor Temple

At last it seems as though London
Ont., is to have a real Labor Temple,
and after years of patient waiting the
initial steps have been taken to ac-
quire a home where sthe variouts or-
ganizations may 4neet and feel it'is
their @wn: It is:-/hoped that..enough
pregress will ‘be “nidde “to have: the
buxldmg open for occtxpancy ‘by ‘néxt
spring. ~

The plans pruudc for. a mo stony
buxldmg,—‘\\xth -a& .basement. In the
basement, . -plans ptovlde for a ban-
quet hall’ 29 *-30 and, a J\Jtchen éo
10,-¢loak roomssand all other u;m\en-
ienees.. On . thie, ground. floox ,»tlui’e
will be an assémbly hall 32 x 36, this
will have a stage. On the first floor{’
the meeting gooms, the plans calling
for two. The proposed building will
cost about six thousand dollars and
will be especially built to allow oi ad-
ditions to be made that will harmon-
ize with and add to the symmeiry ~f
the edifice. Word has also been re-
ceived that the site for the proposerd
building has been acqpired. It is situi-
cated in a most central locality.
l At the present time there is a ser-
ious dearth of suitable meeting halls
in. the FForest City for labor and fra-
ternal mudm/umm ‘and the ‘place
once completed. it would mean. that
additions would have to be constani-
ly made;
revemie, ' and  ‘within a 'very ''short
periad  of time' an ‘imiposing - edifite
will have been erected that will stand
as . a.- minument
movement,

at ten dollars cach, and there is' no
Freason why every Tocal union in ithe
Forest City should .not be enlisted
in-the work and aid in carrying it on
to successful completion. ~ '

What are thHe Brantford Labor
Unions doing towards securing a new
Labor Temple in this city ? There
was a proposition mooted at one time
to- secure the old post officey by
is quite a while now since air hmz
has been heard of this matter. it
scems to be high time for organized
labor to wake up. in this city in this
regard and provide themselves with

‘ : " i .
; Are They Opposed ?

the church has had such a_splendid

-barbers;

this would bring in added]

to_.the, local labor

The price df shares has héen placed:

According to the “Industrial DBan-
ner,” from which we quote the fol-
lowing, “one thing the workers of
Ontario may now ‘rest assured, and
that is that if the Canadian Manufac-
turers’ Association can have its way
the proposed néw workmen’s com-
pensation for injuries act will not he
modelled on the lines recommended
by Sir William Meredith, the Govern-
ment’s  special cominissioner.

This fact does;not redound to either
the honor or credit of the employers’
organization, for it was expected,and
the impression had been created, that
on this occasion at least the manufac-
turers would be actuated by a broader
spirit and would honestly unite to se-
cure the paSsage of an act that would |
provide ample protection to the work-
ers who might be killed or maimed
in their factories while engaged in ad-
vancing the interests of their em-
ployer.

In fact, up to the time that Sir Wil-
liam Meredith submitted his prelim-
ary report and recommendations
last year it was believed that both
the representatives of the manufac-
tically agreed upon the provisions of
the proposed bill to be introduced in-
to the House.

The experts whom the manufac-
turers association had secured to pre-
sent - their, case before the commis-
signer. practically ,acknowledged that
the :stand .taken by .the Labor repre-

agreed that any measure to- be of ahy

present ,obsolete oompeusanan Hets
i kt.avas, thesefore, a. maugr far both
smpns«_ and. svegret . that after Sir

of recommendations that. the einploy-
ers should change ground and use
every, effort in their power to occas-
ion delay and though the evident in-
tent of the commission to secure the
passage of an equitable measure that
would be fair and acceptable to.both
employer and employe alike.

Mr. I W. Wegenest,  the repre-
sentative of the manufacturers asso-
ciation, who has had charge of their
side of the case, now intimates most

unmistakably that he proposes to

fight the; proposition, and is oppdse:d
to: the -most important provisos con-
tained in the commissioner’s report,
as note-the following, which "has ap-

pers; ¢

“‘Accprding . to . Mr.
there has been a great deal of misap-
prehension about the proposed law.
Farmers, he said, are included, and!
domestic servants, retail merchants,
doctors, - preachers, lawyers.
hotelkeepers; and the like, He points
out. that these industrics are not  in-
cluded -in -the insurance system, and
therefore come under the common
law -liability.
William, Meredith proposes to take
away from these employers  their
three cemmon . law defences— namely
contributory negligence, common em-
ployment, .and assumed risk. When
sued for damages the employer wiil
not be able to plead any of these de-
fences, and in the event of a judg-
ment will have to pay the damage di-
rectly himself.

The above- arguments of Mr: We-
genast are too shallow to deceive any-
one who is at all conversant with the
real facts of the case. It is not intend-
ed that farmers, doctors, etc., shall
come under the provisions of the
legislation proposed,,and the agent
of -the ;manufacturers .is well aware
of thatJact. and is argumg for effect,
from a mistaken premxses to. if pos-
-sible. work up opposxtlon to thc pro-
pesed new. measure,

Taabor will insist upon an act (hdt
will ‘entirely abolish the defence of
contributory negllgem_e and . assymed

suits the worker,s do ‘not.
The: cat:is - now.ghearly. out_of t
bag.: Mr.--Wegenast. -has_app: rcntly

clearly away. \Nhat the latter dppar—
ently desire ‘is not justice for the
workers, but mnegative law suits to
make the proposed new act like, the
present one—of non-effect.”

s )

Our Wants

Every man is as big as his wants,
are little. If he can get along with-
out other peoplc other people can-
not get along withont nim: If he
can [ind ample amusemént’ within
his ‘own skull, he wilt ‘discover: en-

wherd:

If ‘bne big book, like the: - Bible,
jike Shakespeare, is ¢ library®. for
Him, e will be dble-tol extract pro-
it from-all ‘books. © H any:trée fash-
yons for thim: a-beautiful pu:ture, he
will wall in a prepetual art-gallery.
It is'npt what we dack that makes ns
unhappy. (it is ehat wes
need. “Contentment. is the nchest
possession, and self-reliance in the
fundamental power. 3

This is because the kingdom of
God is within us.and not outside us,
and-so our most precious goods and
our strongest resources .are there.
Happy is the. man that understands
these things, and is not led away by
thc temptations of exteriors.

\ccordmg to a report of the Na-

_scntatues was_ the proper one. They |,

practical  value -must. entu'dy elimin-|
‘ate-the: pessibility- of .Jaw suits_ that!
‘in the past have. 1.1rgely eaten up any
benefits that. may. have accrued ta the |
injured- through. the; operation of the i

William had- prescmcd his first, dralt 4

" ¢ { ized.
peared in.all_the large local (lﬂlly pa- |

\\ ege n.nt [ :

At the same time, Sir|

msk‘ df, the manufacturers \haul Taw %1

spokm mthuut due consld,eratwn nd R

¥
tcrmnnmm in ev cr'ythmq and every-|

think ; well

tional.Civic [Federation, in seventeen|

; Carpenfers WlIfUnxte !

~~

The intelligence that the rctcrcndum(
vote submitted to the memberships
o1 the Amalamated Society and Unig-
dd Brotheérhivods of Carpenters amnd
)omc.rs’had beén carried in favoreof
union b) a :llbst‘ullml majnrlty i
both organizations, will be w elcomed
by the datite labor movement. It
means the building up of one powerful
carpenters” org'xm/.ltmn in the West-
ern Ilem\sphcre a union of hands, a
union of hearts and a union!of high
endeavor noﬁ":)nly will ‘it strength n
the carpenters as a craft, But it will
be an incentive for other dual ergani-
zations to follow the example thus sct
before; them |

\ow that the carpenters have come
together, there is no reason why the
International Association of Machin-
ists anel' the Amalgamated Engineers
shouldiot do likewise. In the solid-
arity of labor lies its strength for both
offence and defence. It is too late in
the day for craft divisions and (\xs-
sentations. The vote of these two
blg organiations will be far reaching
in its effect. One craft, one union, is
a good motto, and. its necessity be-
comes more apparent every day.

Already in our own city, it is un-
derstood, that joint meetings of the
two oranizations have been held, and
that eventually one solid front will be
presented in the future

Labor Notes

Lonvmtcd a strike \nll Pe’ tu“ed

TR

2

riers gre} and - hpurs, emstmg in the

over the empire.

A board of arbitration has A\\,\rdul
the Detroit Street Ral]\\d} employe s
ai‘increase of wages of two cents per!

bour, bringing the scale up to thirty-1

1¢re cents per hour,

The threat (,fqgenerdl strike by thc: member of the board by the

French miners has hrought the gm'
crnment to time,
order to avert a walk-out assurances|
were given to representatives of the|

union that the questxon of an*eight-.

hour day would be taiken up by the!
Chamber of Deputies immediately.

Consequently only a few men camic|

out, as it was realized that the strike
would be premature. There are over
200,000 members of the miners’ or-
ganization 1f action is delayed, how-
ever, every mine will be shut down.
John F. Sheenan had the trades un-
jonists solidly behind him in his fight
for election as a Massachusetts State
Senator, and won by a plurality of
over 2,000. As is well known, Gover-
nor: Foss, thrice elected as governor,
was turned down by the same vote
which formerly was responsible for
his elevation. ~ It does not pay ‘o
ruyn up against organized labor in this
little state; the politician who does so
is sure ‘to know what it means the
morning “following election day.
The board of school trustees of
South Vancouver recently awarded
contracts aggregating over $100,000
for the crection of additions to three
of the school buildings. In the speci-
fications for these buildings was in-
serted a clause which requires that
union conditions, in so far as wages

L On Nov. 10th nf{

aftl building trades at the time

the contracts, shall prevail tl
the construction of the
This result was attributable
measure from the fact that
tary of the local typograpl
is a member of the board «
having been elected last sp

men of South Vancouver,
The October number of
mornia Journal of Agricultu
that’ the establishment of
markéts in many towns of 1
| has not only brought down
of living, but has at the sw
increased the farmers’ pro
Angeles alone has seven of (I

kefs in successful operation,

are planned. It is claimed
sunter saves as high as fifty
on the goods he buys by
the municipal system, which
eliminatgs the middlgman.
At the hali-yearly mectmn
Earlscourt Central Methodi-
Own Brotherhood, Toronto
the church on evening of No
resolution was passed that
ature pertaining to the work
Brotherhood should bear the
Printing trades union label. 1

therhiood is a live organizat:

discusses the live questions

cial problems of the day, and |
nounced in favor of the uni
because it believes in the princ
a living wage. Good for the B:
Organizations in /Bran

hood.
might follow this example.

—

Additional Labor News on Page

———

;Daom Educatlbna‘ Asso-

’dedared n fa\ or of wo-

Iw..‘d’ab.dnd and the Carolints 19
per cent of all employees.in the great
cotton mills are children under six-
teen years of age. ’

Through the efforts of the localun-
jon of barbers in Niagara Falls, N.Y.,
the barber>shops - in that city will
hercafter be closed on Sundays.

The- International lLongshoremen
and Tramsport Worikers oraniged 38
new local unions last year, and it did
not loose a single strike it entered
upoy. :
The granite workeis had 38 strikes

on their hands duringithe. past yeaq}

and won every one of them: ' It is
needless to add they are solidly organ-

Sixty-five thousand workers in - the
factories of St. Petersbhurg and
tln ouhgout Northern Russia laid down

| their tools on Nov. 1gth in protest|
| against the trial of the Buchow wm'k-l

crswon «.charge of illegally quit''n ;|

s

- When--any
consistently

good ”’ with the public !
for over 40 years, it must  1t.
be a SAFE article to buy. -
No inferior product can
stand the acid test of

time.

Literally MILLIONGS of
Canadians have bought
and re-bought the
Slater
during its 40 odd years
on the market.
Halifax to Vancouver it
has been put to the trial
tests of hard wear and
often rough usage, year

genuine

after year.

The sales of the Slater

ENSEEREEESNENANAENENERENEENRRNNNERNGT

Remember:

WE will gladly reserve your selection

to suit your convenience, and
will deliver your gift on Christmas Ev..
It pays t0 chosse now !

“The Earlv Bird
Gets the Worm!”

Sole Agents for

article has
‘made

satisfied by

8 Dlll!] St
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Shoe are greater to-day
than ever in its history.
More people are wearing
More people are

actual trial

and hearsay that the
Sign of the Slate-on a

shoe s:ands for extra

VALUE
WEAR.

- Shoe

From
maintain,

Beware of

COMFORT,

moilr

and BETTER

The genuine Slater Shoe
is a SAFE Shoe tc buy.
It has a reputation to
which
makers have spent over
40 years and thousands
of dollars to build up.

. the

imitations.

Look for-che Slate Mark

‘on the sole.

The Eenuine Has The Slate Trademark On The Sole
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