2 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

12. Inecd only observe further, without in the
leust intending thiereby to influence your nltimate de-
arminntion, that it is obviously convenient, if not
essential, for the Legislutures of all the Provinees
coneerned to obeerve uniformity in the mode of ag-
certaining their 1espective decisions on a guestion
common to all, I have, therefore, degired to be laid
before yeu some correspondence between the Gover-
nor Genesal and myrelt on that point,

13, Scareely less important or urgent is the gues.
tlon of tuternul defence. Much progress was made
last ?‘om‘ in the genérul enrolment of the Militin foree
of the colony, which numbered upwards of 65,000
men; of whom nearly 42,000 turned sut for inspection
and drill.  When the heavy, direct tax, paid by those
men and alse by tim Volunteers, both “in time and
labor, is considered, we must all feel that the country
owes them g special debt of gratitude,

14, Neverthieless, theugh they have exhibited much
military aptitwile, no adequate meany have yet been
taken to render effeetive the excellent materiaf of that
Jurge force.  Without arms, aecoutrelnenty, unifvrms,
or any advantuge execpt a few hows drill in each
year, o succeszicn of years similarly employed would
teach them little more, A step in advance is neces-
sary o fit them for the most ordinary service in the
ficld. This Province can no longer expect to contri-
bute for its defence only a fortieth part of the annual
disburkements of Her g\lujvrly‘ﬂ Commissarint chest
at Hulifux, Nor do 1 for a moment euppose you can
either expect or wi-h the ample freedom which you
enjoy here, to be always exempt from those honor-
able obligativns which its preservation entails else-
where.

.15, 1 have thercfore directed FEstimates to be pre-
pared for placing the Militia in a more eflicient stute,
and feel contident that whatever may be the neeessary
cost, you will regard the defence of the Country not
ay a burthen, but'a privilege and & sacred duty to be
cheerfully performed. '

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of As-
gembly :

16. The L'ublic Accounts will also be submitted for
your inspection, and the General Estimates be pre-
pared with every attention to eccnomy which the
exigencies of 1he 'ublic Service permit,

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen oy the Le-

gistative Council:

Mr.ﬁpeakcr, and Gentlemen of the House ¢f Asgem-

y:

17. You will, I am satisfied, haveheard with regret
that procéedings zre in progress to terminate the Ke-
ciprocity Treaty, whicl has conferred such extensive
henefits on the'trade both of this Trovinee and the
neighboring States, whilst it has al<o essentially pro-
moted the most friendly relations Letween the two
countries. I have directed the corresponderce on
that subject to belaid before you,

18. Strougly impressed with the advantage of
making the great natural rescurces of this Cclony
better understoed in the principal commercial contres
of Furope, I have promised a limited amount ot aid
to a committee ot gentlemen who are now employed
in‘securing a due representation of this Frovince at
the Internationsl Exhibition to be held in Dublin
during the present year. I anticipate your hearty co-
operation in promoting such a national object, when
the papers upon this suljuet shall Lave been brought
under your consideration.

19. Some modilieation of the law passed lust Ses-
sion fur the Lelter encouragement ¢f Education will
be laid Lefore you, and no doubt ysu wiil gladiy en-
deavor to render more available and betier adspted
to the wants of the country, certain provisicns of a
measure which so materially concerns the education
of the great body of the pecple. I count on that im.
portant subject receiving the meost eulightened con-
sideration at your hands, . .

In accordance with the Act passed last Session
providing for the extension of the Railway to Picten,
thiat work yas put under contract, and will be cora-
pleted with'all possibladispatch. . .

21, Proposals for the construction of Railways to
the border of New Brunswick and to Apnapolis, will

alio require your conzideration, )

22, The grant of Iast Session on account of Saing
Peter's Canal has been expended, snd n full Report
ou that work will he laid before you at an early day.

23, 1 regret to be obliged to inform you that the
crowded stute of the Hospital for the Insane has
made it impossible to provide adequate accommoda-
tion for the care of those who unfortunately need an
asyluin of that description, T trast the appeal thus
made to the sympathy of the Legislature \\'ill lead to
the extension of an Institution so indispensablo.

S You wiid be gratitied to learn that the truffie on
the Yrovincial Raitways continnes to exhibit a mark-
ed and steady improvement over any previcus year,
and that theincreasing sale of the Crown Lands, and
extended working of the Coal and Gold Mines, alt
ovidence a high d: give of prosperity,

20, Those fortunate cire wncex, euhanced
they are by the continuance of peace, will no douis
facilitate your dhseharge of thove publie dutiey for
Which I have called you together, nnd mnst awaken
in ns all agrateful recognition of the iudulgent bounty
of that I'rovidence, which has bestowed so many bles-
sings on this Province,

26. [ now declare this Session opened.

Iaving returned to the Assemhly Room,
the Speaker read the Speech to thie House,
CHon, Prov, Sece, Inid on the table the elec-
tlmu writs tor the Counties of Annapolis and

icton,

Mr. Ray and Hon, James McDonald were
then presented and sworn in, in the presence
of Hon M. B. Almon, Hon, J. 1. Anderson,
and Hon, A. Keith, acting as Commissioners.

Dr o HastiroN laid on the table. pro forma,
a bill for the better protection of the estates
and rghts of married women,

ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS,

Mr. AULBACK, In moving the answer to
the address, sai The very great pleasure it
gives me in moving the answer to the speech,
with which His lxcelleney opened this Ses-
sion, iy greatly enhaunced by the opening re-.
marks of His IPxceilency in which heinformed
us of the nnprecedented inercise of our eve-
nue ag well as the remnrkable development
of our most important Xxports and Imports.

It aflords e great pleasurs to congratulate
the Government and the Country on having a
Iarge Revenue, which tends so much to main-
tain the contidence and strengthen the ties be-
tween Govermment and Country, ,

We, the Llepresentatives of the people, must
feel this state of things highly encouraging
to us as well as the Government, and 2 hap-
py relief frow the perplexities which attend an
empty chest. o

This unnsual degree of prosperity is the more
fortunite because it oceurs at o tixae, as His
Iixcelleney has heen pleased to remark, when
we are invited to zonsider the greatest ques-
tion ever submitted to this Legislature, the
Union of British North America,

This question has engaged the attention of
the leading public men for mwore than half a
century, not enly in those Colonies, but in
England ; and the subject years ago, and on
several oceasions was brought to the conside-
ration of the Legislature by our leading pub-
lic men of all parties. We are now invited by
1lis Excellency to the serious consideration of
this gquestion embodied in seventy-two resolu-
tions ; the framers of which have received the
hizhest praise in England from the Colonial
Minister of the Crown, for the ability display-
ed, and for the warm sentiments of loyalty
and attachment felt for the mother coun-
try. We maust all, I think, highly approve. of.

i




