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History of Co-operation in Scotland
The “ History of Co-optrmtioa is 

Scotland is the tills of a scry interesting 
book, errittra by William Msierrll, I P.. 
who has recently retired from the board 
of management of the Scottish Wholesale 
Society. Mr. Mai srell is a man nr ho has 
spent his life in active service of various 
co-operative societies ia Scotland and is 
well Cited fur the task of srritiag the 
stories of the lives of the numerous 
societies that are ia existence at the 
present day ia that country.

The writer deals with the inception sad 
the leaders of co-operation ia Scotland ia 
a very liberal sad lucid manner lie 
gives at the commencement a description 
of the conditions of the workingema ia 
I7Q0. showing how the people lived awl 
how they gradually came together in 
little communities fur the purpose of 
discussing various questions and started 
the nucleus of the irst co-operative 
societies, which have since grows to such 
enormous proportions.

The wiiter could not have picked on a 
better country than Scotland for the 
history of css-operation, as it was the poor 

. working-people themselves who Irst form
ula led the societies The author says:— 
“You will search ia vein through that 
long and painful story of trial aad priva
tion for the slightest indication of any 
of the better educated rlsaees suggesting 
or trying to promote a scheme or schemes 
whereby the people might emancipate 
themselves Is some estent from the 
thraldom of poverty, which kept them eo 
long ia isolated and hopeless lethargy

In alaasst every country in Europe, sad 
even far beyond Europe, history teems 
with evidences of egurla being made In 
reform society so that the lot ef the poor 
might he improved la Scotland the 
poor were preached at to he contest with 
their lot. as if it wees a Divine decree 
li-qUst had lew kwmaaiUfiaae ia the 
eighteenth century, so that it may safely 
be .firmed that until well ws lain last 
century the Utiles of reforms had Is U 
fought by the workers They had net 
the slightest amans el ksoaisg say thing 
lUt was gulag an la lU weHd outside 
their own locality Any liltle efurt el 
sailed action for their improvement wee 
entirely spontaneous, wad Bet IL 
ef any well ■ planned scheme sr a 
ties shirk has dime m much I 
dace the beginning ef the nineteenth

Thus their starting nf village risks far

la sacking of lU sillage store, where 
ample starts la mraiawse tU egrets 
ef the trad poverty with which they were 
coosteally menaced, sad it alee fere- 
shadowed e hope tUl they would U 

hens mesas to maintain as 
. tUl would keep them from 
accepting rUritir. Haatlleh 
ia this way. et Wat ia the 

. weed hills Is outside Is-

TU~methsds ef ran dart lag the eld 
eel by the

co-operative movement, at least ia many 
villages ia Scotland.

The author presents the render with 
reliable data ef the starting of a store in- 
ITS». The Fenwick Weavers’ Society is 
given the honor of being the first to enter 
the co-operative field, not only in Scotland 
but ia Britain. The following letter is 
an écart copy of the original and is rather 
remarkable in regards to spelling:— 

llth November 1700
“This present Day it is agreed upon by 

the members of our society to take what 
money we Uve ia our Hoi and buy what 
Viet wale may be Bessemer to sell for the 
benefit our society. Aad the managers 
of our society may borrow what money 
They think Proper for tUt End and 
purpose. And when the interest is paid 
of what money you borrow and the men 
received their wages for buying aad 
selling thee Victuals we Deal in. the 
•urirty will both reap aad benefit and 
sustain the lows of them, and if any 
ammtier of our society Pay not what 
quantity of Victuals he receives at the 
end uf four weeks If the managers require 
it uf him. Neither him nor his shall have 
any more right to our curietys Victuals 
If he be found buying Victuals from say 
other and leaving the trade in Debt ef 
the same according to the option of the 
society."

The reader is forced to ante ia partic
ular the unanimity with which the early 
earietim condemned the giving uf credit, 
end also hew they made provimoa to 
assist nay of their members when ia 
distress Disloyalty they would wot 
tolerate, sad it is evident that a disloyal 
member to the store, which ee joining he 
had promised to support, was a man not 
to he treated, aad he restai ely did net aH 
of scot-free from the enthusiasts who 
were members ef the romauttse Showing 
the deep religious convictions that 
guided the members, one illustration 
given hy the author will serve. “At a 
full quarterly meeting of one society the 
quest use of Sunday labour ia the bake
house was raised It was discussed very 
calmly end though it was pointed oat 
regretfully that the evens had to be 
kindled and the sponge for the breed set. 
It was agreed that a Committee be appoint
ed to inquire and report if it was absolute
ly wseeesary to do this work ea the 
Sabbath The tom milles reported ia 
dee time. 'That the work must continue, 
it was a work el aceaiiity.' aad the 

was regretfully accepted."

The rules which gaversed Bannockburn 
Ur are here gives as they follow the 
bees, ia fact they were largely lakes

mem to hair varied very much The 
earliest elects were amply a few eetgh- 
hora agreeing to purchase come ef the 

was new of HI. in hulk, and dividing 
prspartiiiac required by

from the Glasgow tVuper.Uee waicti. 
One or two are quoted, la chow the 
method* adopted eight7 years agw —

" Art iris 0—The repliai el the society 
shall he held ia skatee of wee pound 
starting, sad In he paid (If aecaacary) by 

its ef eel lews then eue penny 
Members ee rendering their

names shall per was shilling as pert pay 
meet of their share, end fee every deposit 
■■■■ * «dikeef lee

_______jag périma, thm spec.lien-wee
performed is ear of their private housse 
The money to per rheas the i 
he stag been ejected before

parish of St. Niniens will be allowed his 
share in money, with the profits thereon 
ns declared at the general meeting, and 
when death takes place in the family of 
n member, or is himself omit for wprk 
from bodily affliction, be shall be at 
liberty to take goods at the society's 
prices to the amount of his share and 
profit thereon accumulating till the 
previous general meeting.

Article 0—Members having paid their 
full share will be at liberty if they find it 
necessary, to take goods on credit to the 
amount of five shillings. In be paid in full 
In one month from the time the first is 
taken.

Article 10—That to coon as the funds 
of the society shall permit, a hasaar sill 
be open foe the purpose uf retailing such 
commodities as shall be required by the 
members, or sold aith advantages to the 
society (and be advertised ia at least two 
newspapers); that no credit be either 
taken or given, with the esception uf 
regulation 0."

Bannockburn Society was numbered 
among the successful societies; Ike 
determined stand made against credit 
was their saving Hause. It was not 
till I MS that the subject of credit appeared 
in thrir minutes. Foe twenty-right yearn 
they had evidently kept both to the 
letter end spirit of their rules. After 
the above date the question stops up 
frequently, but from the strong eipree- 
atoae used against the system, one can 
gather that the majority were still in 
Invar uf cash payments

Societies had no sooner launched their 
grocery deport meet than they took up 
the supply of hutches meat, a doth 
department, and s ahue making met ion 
They divided their general com mil tee into
sub-commit tree, nitb officials for each. 
They had what they railed a sub-commit
tee and—tools» il would be called n 
finance committee. end seek sub
committee had to shew a balance sheet 
fur their department. Of cowrie threw 
was aw printed ha Inner sheet; the 
accounts were simply read from manu
script at quarterly msHlngi Profila 
wars added to shares at the end nf *erh 
year, the members receiving a rani, 
with the value added to thrir sham nr 
part of share, thus sack membre knew 
hi# holding ia the aariety Another 
peculiarity .listed regarding loyalty Is 
the aorsete II it earns to the knowledge 
of Iks committee that nos of the members 
was buying Me gauds rise when, he SM 
el anew summoned before the committee, 
end. if he one found guilty el iaeoasiileary 
he one fined Is or 0s. according le the 
enormity of the wgrwcv. wad warned el 
hassles po wish meal should he realises 
in hie nnsu uperwliic peart www ("em
eu I tees id the present day would have 
their hands fuB if they proceeded »a the 
Base ef lbs Baaaerhbwra commit tew. hot 
lbs morel obligation is ee ought to he 
ee greet ee members new as M nee ia this 
lee aid society

The De on nf Madsen fi spsmttnn and 
("o-epseelite Legislation

The eel hoe. although he dee Is with 
Used «

In [of 0 i|f poll | ~w
shillings s proportional share .Jibe The welhee. although he deals with 

end liberty ml voting shell be to ups fellow la Urol lead, finds il eeeeemry
4. hot an member to held mere la man the harder 1er a time, la espiele

then sow share, children, be waver, may 
he entered ee ammbeea hat shall net he 
entitled la vote wades fifteen years d age 

Article 7—Any news deeming In leave 
be society eon only get hie share end the 
' "i at t hr retail pose

_______ • la bulk
---------------- 1 before the perchais

wee made, the debt question had ee
■1ère la these transect lues The aether pvsu IS.—MS is gs*—is es lue reel, ye es sou. |

‘.re so of a panels instance dweiag ml the beawur. after paying e deduction nf hr eon in
el the present day people practice lee pee Orel to the feeds >d the society. Mr

Bel e mambec feme.lag not at the was

more fully how the ere see la the move.
it rams about ID. bourses, dieres 

see brief y el the commencement, the pert 
Mr AD medef t'empbefl. apUycd b

____ Aeetrhmea. la the greet
r be age which D greet ally Isrbrsrd to have

______present day people procure
re I pees I ion e It heel he-ewg It. as they 
did in the ear her dkye—“A gsellsmee 
knees twea.ee opponent J eveev ee- 
geevetl's porch nee a bunt toed ef anal 
eeeey melee, sad the see! D Added among 
I buss ml hit neighbors, oka are -dhow la 
jora him. I be, procure Ike fuel 1er Ua 
then they ronM da Ueedy They heart 
ef this, wed is the re me Month drsoeme 
re apres I usee The pees ..I lager, ml ever 
S hundred y rare ego were re ep renting 
perhaps a it hoot kneeing it. hot It 6 
.Image that the sen co operate, ef to
day should be repeating the * matin a 
Farm peedeew inch ee j^tnt-ra mraL 
fisses, end acraelaaaHy s pin. Del itself 
to seek forme el division ia the early dare 
It one e dmpD end may step hum the 
form uf diridfeg a—D .. bulk, lefarmlag 
the earns psupD Mon stub lee tbs entra- 
Amnllbedm la IhD» «■ B» ewln 
g.. —— en get the mnd al the greet

kDtnn.br tnmpbrH. nf G league, 
le 1007. earnest the Irai

a co-oraunr* stoial
An lacreeasngly Urge somber ml the ran il rev ml Ten Cries are hemming 

lateceeted la the subject ml ro-epemtiee They ere re whiles that by washing
‘ I II I wjftj CO0». Md iInfHU the* cee saewe lh# iiritenu el tile i 

■miumum of n»»k* (ra« minimum el tipfXÜUit il liWN 11 
le «rdw iWl ell o«r rwdm mm y Were tWe UmIi al iWe el el Were
il U IW# in Ueee e re aperwtéva eemhar «I Tel Grill so me U ave defies
Ibe «teUt Fat iWm remue va ■—N WWw ittty Iml associe lien U iWt three 
flUw Fret seras et —y etWtt fermera organisai me il iWt West iWel bas an- 
operated ie iWt ptrrW*a «d romsnodltian. m èl iWt sale al farm produce. te seed 
— i wi^Mt cepurl al iWtér tofc W» «sel la keoo le ehel tilMl they carried 
m iWel œrh eed iWt benefits (fieaectatiy and otherwise) iWel watt rataiced Wa
meet Is ta ell iWtae tapette in M leltf iWee J sees# 7 ISiW We «tel iWt repart 
en every ra up trail ta a«f| iWel We» beq§ dees ee ewlUt »f èl h ett»<; iWt 

*• et Wejrteg eaad. et uflèed et selling W*f et ee/*
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pefrhnse al Wfeil Ish/de «

missionaries under Robert Owen's scheme, 
to advocate the cause so fully set forth in 
the “ New Moral World. ’* The author, 
at the commencement of the hook, deals 
considerably with the movement inaugur
ated by Robert Owen in the early days. 
The influences which he exerted on all 
of the societies in those days are felt do we 
to the present day. This appointment 
took him over a great part of the Domin
ion, lecturing in all the towns of impor
tance. It was he who first advised the 
principle of dividing profits on purchases; 
which is claimed to be one of the greatest, 
if not the most important discoveries in 
connection with the co-operative move
ment. Rochdale was early in the field 
with co-operative ideas. The members 
numitered fifty-two ami the capital was 
slightly over one hundred pounds One 
of the most i pi portant rules of the society 
was as follows:—

“That at each general meeting the 
officers in their financial statement shall 
publish the amount of profits realised by 
the society during the preceding quarter, 
which shall lie divided thus: Interest 
at the rate of per cent, per annum 
shall be paid on all shares paid up previous 
tu the quarter's commencement, the 
remaining profits shall be paid to each 
member ia proportion to the aawuat uf 
money expended at the store.”

From this moment co-operation pulsed 
with a new life. A way had at last been 
dlwwwid whereby the work 
could supplement thrir scanty and irregu
lar iaeomra. a new hope of helping them
selves animated the «leepairing, and that
• ithuut effort -All must consume, thus 
all could participate in the profits which 
formed/' were so inequitably apportioned- 
The Very poorest now had a chance, if 
they {ared to accept it, for the shares 
toul 1 he got with accruing profits. Thus 
the sun of co-operation- had risen, and

dieted light and L
the day advanced

It was m INI that parliament was 
first called upon to deal with eo-opemlive 
societies The “ Friendly Societies* Act** 
«il lit*, had a clause introduced that 
was termed the **Frugal Investment 
Clause." which enabled societies tu be 

shfd f‘*r the frugal investin' 
the savings uf the membres by providing 
themselves aith corn, coat fiour and other 
nrresoariri. nr to protide . education 
This nas the first leg*, 
of the humble store Later a bill was 
introduced In parliament and passed 
called the ** Industrial aad Provident 
Societies* Act.** This -Art, although U 
opened • separate register fur 
societies. continued to apply lo 
many el the rlawere of the ** Friendly 
Societies Act-** The new Act ga«r 
prrmisoon “lo carry an in common say 
[*u. trs.lc or hsftrt.» f *ft v rittj 
working ef miwesb minerals we nuemee 
br>owd the limits uf the tailed hing.U.m 

end Ireland, and the 
bwsinrss «4 hanking ** The title «A the 
Art is “Industnsl and Provident.** Mr 

rs thlt“this exp
iiw Am

Ikrv are
familiarly known II aptly indicate* 
their two-fold operation They ere “In- 

si" ia Ihrtr pradartive MR 
remblaies the labor el many 1er the 
benefit of the who**-, they are "provide*!M 
in the distributive sense an enabling the 
member to economise the rod of the 
orev sas rira el life sol these to obtain mms 
modest Iwiwftew. to barren*» his Meedard 
«4 coo0f.ii. to ««rsmJdli pc*«fit*, in 
become hy their means the proprietor 
of bee own da riling. and la many other 
ways lo improve bis own position The 
indeal Hal side nf the system 4 meet 
truly eo operative when H paye good
• ages, nod given the worker a share ia 
the profile **

la the year I MO another attendee of 
the Act was necoasery In order to give 
more freedom la the social toe in «baling 
with their profita In the now ltd! 
ed e< at me nee provided 1er This Rill 
greeted the sovietiea the privilege «4 
israrpnrtlias. end aeeimeletieg them la 
companies wader the l imbannées Act 
rather the . to v.iairtiea under the " Friend- 

j ly HarHirs Art.** It retained, heeevee. 
their more cheap nod ssmpW oyoiem «4

in is ibhuumii now rro 

K tt. Bra brook save tkal “ 
has navor superseded the I 
alive sarirtma,** hy ah

Nffifltiwi
(in IM7) farther < 

It a as K V Neale aha


