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Redeemer places himself at the disposal of 
the priest. The priest locks him up in 
the tabernacle and blesses the people with 
his Eucharistic presence. He carries 
Him through the streets of the city to the 
dying Christian, and, in a word, exercises 
power and jurisdiction over him even as 
St. Joseph did in the holy house of 
Nazareth. Catholic priests exercise juris­
diction also over the mystical body of 
Christ, viz., the church of God. The priest 
discharges duties towards his congregation 
similar to those discharged by St. Joseph 
towards the Holy Family. Those 
tided to the care of the priest, may be 
considered God’s family, which the priest is 
bound to comfort and i

CLERICAL. College will play the “Hidden Hand,” in 
three net*, followed by a farce entitled 
“Le Porte dans PEmbarase.” The open­
ing address will be delivered by Mr. Thus. 
V. Tobin.

After dinner, which was provided for 
Father Bayard and his guests in the large 
dining hall of the convent, by the ladies 
of the congregation, the following address 
was presented to Father Bayard by the 
rev. gentlemen present :

Rev. and Dear Confrere—Your co- 
laborers in the sacred ministry approach 
you with feelings of sincere gladness and 
affectionate greeting, to congratulate you 
on the happy occasion of your silver 
jubilee, and to express their warmest and 
most cordial felicitations.

We make a specialty 
of Clerical Suits, and 
turn out better fitting 
and better finished gar­
ments than any Wes­
tern House.

st. Patrick’s church.
At ten o'clock this morning High Mass 

was celebrated in St. Patrick’s church. 
As in former years the attendance was 
very large. All the pews were filled and 
many were forced to stand in the aisles. 
The scene in the interior was one of much 
grandeur, and would indeed be a tit sub­
ject for the artist’s hand. It partook of 
an imposing solemn gaiety. The altar 
was beautifully decorated with natural 
and artificial flowers, of a greenish color. 
The service was also very impressive. His 
Lordship Bishop Duhamel celebrated the 
the Mass. Rev. Father Pallier, parish priest 
of St. Joseph’s acted as arch Priest ; Rev. 
Fathers Sloan and Burns, deacons ; Rev. 
Father Coffey and Léÿden sub-deacons of 
honor. The choir under the leadership 
of Mr. J. C. Bonner, rendered Tauman’s 
Mass in C. The solos were taken by Miss 
Louisa Smith, Mrs. P. E. Ryan, Mrs. Mara. 
Miss‘A Kavanagh, Messrs. Jefferies and 
Bellean. Miss Ryan presided at the organ, 
and a large orchestra assisted.

Rev. Father Miller, C. S.S. R., preached 
the sermon at High Mass in St. Patrick's 
church this morning. The learned divine 
took his text from the 11th and 12th ver­
ses of the second chapter of first epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. He said that 
in the task which fell to his lot to-day, of 
preaching the panegyric of St. Patrick, the 
Apostle of Ireland, he had the exceptional 
advantage of addressing an audience that 
was fully acquainted with the rare merits 
and wonderful virtues of the great Saint. 
The mere mention of the name resounded 
his praises, for there existed in the minds 
of those who knew his life and 

apostolic career, 
the various outlines of his bistor 
representing him as an exalted follower 
of Christ in chains and slavery; others as 
a virtuous martyr of religion in constant 
danger of losing his life for Christ Jesus; 
others, in the labors and struggles of his 
sublime and devout mission. Behold him 
in the bitterness of solitude, gaze upon 
his struggles with sorcerers and demons, 
take cognizance of his

extraordinary deeds 
and the incredible number of his miracles, 
and all must admire the consistency and 
indefatigable zeal with which during 
twenty three years St. Patrick fulfiled 
the duties of the true, genuine and ster­
ling apostle. Hence, the reverend 
preacher said, what could he say in praise 
of St. Patrick that had not already been 
said by lips more eloquent. The fame of 
St. Patrick has been spread throughout 
the whole world for more than twelve 
hundred years, but still, he believed that 
the Saint would appear to the audience 
not less admirable if he represented him

N. Wilson & Co We may also truly congratulate our­
selves on finding so opportune a reason 
for testifying to your many endeariug and 
edifying traits of character. At any other 
time we might leave ourselves open to the 
suspicion of addressing you in terms of 
llattery, but to-day it Is a duty, as it is a 
real pleasure for us, to proclaim and 
acknowledge your many sacerdotal vir­
tues—to extol your ennobling qualities 
both of head and of heart—and to show’ 
our gratitude to you, as well for your 
prompt readiness on all occasions to lend 
«assistance when required, as for the edify­
ing life and brilliant example by which 
you daily encourage us in the practice of 
every clerical excellence.

For many reasons, which need not be 
mentioned here, we feel our heart0 filled 
to overllowing with alfectionate regard 
towards you, and with thankfulness that I 
we have in our midst a priest according 
to God’s own heart, unblemished, learned, 
accomplished and faithful to every duty 
required of him by his sacred calling.

May you long remain amongst 
landmark of faith and piety, is the heart­
felt prayer of your devoted friends and 
co-laborers.”

A feeling reply from Fr. Bayard to the 
above address was followed by an enter­
tainment, in which the drama of Cardinal 
Wiseman's “Fabiola” was presented in 
such a manner as to draw tears to the 
eyes of several of the party. This, as 
well as the entire programme, reflected 
the highest credit on the accomplished 
Sisters of the Holy Names, by whom the 
entertainment was arranged. Before its 
close a touching and eloquent .address to 
Fr. Bavard was read by one of the pupils.

Fr. Bayard was the recipient of 
costly and elegant presents from llis 

Lordship, the priests and many others, 
including those from the Convent and 
girls’ Separate Schools respectively, 
one, accompanied by an address, from the 
boys of St. Mary’s Separate School.

•} con
136 DUNDAS STREFT

sanctify by his 
ministerial duties as well as by his per­
sonal sanctity and holiness. The ministry 
of the Catholic priest is linked with 
the dearest association of Catholic life. 
He is the .official teacher of God’s 
people. “He that heareth you hearcth 
me ; he that despiseth you despiseth me.” 
The priest baptises the new-uorn infant 
and makes it a child of God and an heir of 
heaven. 1 Ie unfolds to the young mind the 
mysteries of religion and teaches it those 
great truths that flame out like beacon 
lights on the wearisome journey of life. 
He teaches to the budding 
of the Christian

SILVER JUBILEE OF REV. FATHER 
J. DA YARD.

St. Joseph’s day was celebrated on the 
Iffth in Sarnia with more than usual 
ceremony, the occasion being the Silver 
Jubilee of the zealous and beloved pastor, 
Rev. Father Bayard. His Lordship 
Bishop Walsh was present, having arrived 
the previous evening.

High Mass was celebrated by Lev. Jos. 
Bayard, Sarnia, assisted by Rev. Jos. 
Girard of Belle River, as deacon, and Rev. 
Jos. Molphy, of Ingersoll, as sub-deacon ; 
Rev. Fr. Feron, ot Strathroy, officiating 
as master of ceremonies. In the sanctuary 
there were also His Lordship Bishop 
Walsh; the Rev. Dean Murphy, of Dublin; 
the Rev. Dean Wagner, of Windsor; Rev. 
E. Van Lawe, Port Huron; Rev. J. 
Meder, Marine City; Rev. Wm. Flannery, 
St. Thomas; Rev. P. Brennan, St. Marys; 
Rev. M. J. Tiernan, London: Rev. P. 
Colovin, Port Lambton; Rev. Fr. McCau­
ley, Wyoming; Rev. J. Itonan, Corunna. 
Lambillotte’s Paschal Mass in D was ren­
dered by the choir with very good effect.

After the communion His Lordship 
preached a most eloquent sermon on St. 
Joseph and his relation to the Holy 
Family, which was substantially as fol­
low's :

We celebrate to-dav, beloved brethren, 
the beautiful feast of St. Joseph, and we 
have also come together to honor the 25th 
anniversary of the ordination of Father 
Bayard to the holy priesthood. St. Joseph 
occupied a most prominent position in tlie 
designs of God, and in the economy of 
man’s salvation. Our divine Redeemer 
came down from heaven to redeem man­
kind, and condescended to be born of 
woman. He came not only to redeem us but 
to be our teacher and our guide. He came 
not only to sanctify and to teach the in­
dividual, but he came also to teach and 
sanctify the family, and for this purpose 
he entered into the relations of family life. 
Our divine Saviour knew the importance 
of family life. The family is the corner 
stone of civil society and the human basis 
of the Christian church. What the root 
is to the tree, and what the fountain is to 
the stream that runs from it, the family is 
to the state and the church. From it the 
former receives its citizens and the latter 
its children. Our divine Saviour, there­
fore, wished to sanctify the family by giv­
ing it in the Holy Family due example of 
Christian life. St. Joseph was the head of 
the Holy Family, and in this position he 
exercised the rights of a father over the 
Child Jesus, and the rights of a husband 
over the Blessed Virgin. What a supreme 
trust was that confided to St. Joseph by 
the Eternal Father ? He was given the 
care and guardianship of the greatest treas­
ures which God himself had on earth, viz., 
His Incarnate Son and the ever Blessed 
Virgin, and with what fidelity did not the 
holy Saint discharge his trust! When 
llerod threatened the life of the Divine 
Child Saint Joseph conducted Him into 
Egypt. When the persecution had ceased 
St. Joseph returned to Judea with the 
Holy Family. In the quiet hamlet of 
Nazareth be labored to support Jesus and 
Mary. He toiled constantly «and most 
willingly for their sustenance and comfort 
and in this respect he has given for all 
time a model of the greatest fidelity in the 
discharge of his sublime duties.
Joseph wras also a model of interior and 
hidden life — He ever w'orked and 
lived in the presence of his Lord and Re­
deemer. He had the privilege and hap­
piness of daily and hourly communication 
with Him. All his actions wore for the 
honor «and glory of Him who stood in his 
presence as the incarnate God. The life 
of St. Joseph and of the Holy Family was 
one of habitual prayer and one of constant 
exercise of virtue and of holiness. 
Another virtue which was conspicuous in 
the life of St. Joseph w.as his profound 
humility. Although he was the foster 
father of our Blessed Saviour he neverthe­
less effaced himself, and, as it were, disap­
peared from sight, and so completely did 
he succeed in concealing his life and works 
that he is but seldom mentioned in the 
gospel narrative regarding our Saviour 
and our Blessed Lady. Tne death of this 
great saint was in harmony with the char­
acter of his life, it was also the reward of 
the extreme fidelity with which he dis­
charged the sublime duties of his ollice.
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works of God and prepares 
him for the sacrament of confirmation, 
which enrolls him as a soldier for Christ 
in the Christian army. And when man 
offends his God then he feels bowed down 
by the consciousness of guilt. His heart 
is sore and sorrowful ! to whom shall he 
go for relief from the burden of his sor­
rows ? To w’hat person will he pour out 
the griefs of his soul and expose the 
wounds and scars inflicted on his heart by 
sin. Oh ! he comes to the Catholic priest. 
As the prodigal of old made a confession of 
his guilt to his father so does that sin- 
burdened man go to the holy priest and 
pour into his bosom the secrets and sorrows 
of his heart; makes to him a confession of 
his guilt, and h.as the satisfaction of hear­
ing from the priest words of comfort, words 
of encouragement, of counsel, and of 
direction, and also those mystic words that 
have the power of breaking the chains of 
his sin and of reconciling him to his 
offended God : “I absolve you from all 
your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”

We are told in scripture “that it is not on 
bread alone that man livetb,” so that the 
soul has need of food as well as the body. 
Our Divine Redeemer has provided for 
wayfaring man the bread of angels to be the 
food of the soul. As of old God provided 
His children in the desert with manna so 
in this desert life it has pleased 
Him to provide His children with 
the heavenly manna that will feed 
and nourish their souls and sup­
port and sustain them in this desert life 
and enable them one day to reach the 
land of Promise, God’s eternal Kingdom. 
But who will distribute this heavenly 
food i It is the Catholic priest who breaks 
this bread of life to God’s children. The 
priest comforts and relieves the poor. 
He consoles the afflicted and the sorrow- 
stricken—he brings the peace of Christ 
into families torn by dissensions—He re­
unites neighbors that were estranged, he 
admonishes and reproves the erring and 
encourages the wavering. By word and 
example he points out to his llock the 
road that leads to heaven and to happi­
ness. Who is he that may be seen in the 
dead of night, going along the lonely coun­
try road on his way to some obscure 
cabin or shanty in the forest i What figure 
is that which may be seen plodding 
through the mud in the midst of darkness 
and storm ? Ah ! it is the Catholic priest, 
going to visit the dying Christian in «a re­
mote and «almost unknown cabin in the 
forest. He goes there without fee or 
any earthly reward. He goes there 
simply in the discharge ot a sacred 
duty to bring consolation and comfort to 
the struggling soul ; to inspire it with 
hope and confidence in God, and to ad­
minister to it the sacrament of reconcili­
ation and pardon as well as the Blessed 
Eucharist and Extreme Unction. Sud­
denly the small pox or some other pestil 
ence makes its appearance in a town or 
hamlet. The neighbors shun the plague- 
stricken house. Men on business go 
through unaccustomed streets to avoid it. 
The Catholic priest goes, as a matter of 
sacred duty, to the house that is otherwise 
shunned and banned, and exposes his life 
in order to bring peace and comfort to the 
plague-stricken victim. If other men 
should visit the pest-house, they would be 
spoken of as heroes worthy of admiration. 
The priest in visiting there, simply dis­
charges the duty of his office and neither 
claims nor obtains public recognition for 
his great and sublime act. I n that body 
that is racked with pain and swollen with 
disease, he knows there is an immortal soul 
made in the image of God and ransomed 
by the blood of Christ, and therefore he is 
quite willing to expose his life in order to 
give life eternal to that poor soul and to 
enable itto reach heaven. When the dear 
dead, cold and lifeless, is borne to the 
church amid the tears of filends and the 
sympathetic regrets of neighbors, the priest 
is there to offer up the holy sacrifice for the 
soul that is gone ; to seek for it eternal 
rest and life perpetual, and by holy pray­
ers and benedictions to commit the mortal 
remains to the consecrated grave. It is 
no wonder, therefore, that St. l’aul should 
say that the priest who ministered well 
was worthy of double honor ; and our 
Lord Iliinself has promised that where he 
is there his faithful minister shall also 
be. llis Lordship then went on to sketch 
the labors and virtues of Father Bayard 
in the priesthood for the last twenty-five 
years and wound up an impressive and 
eloquent discourse by wishing him many 
years more of usefulness and faithful ser­
vice in the holy church, for the greater 
glory of God and the salvation of the 
flock committed to his cure.
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY IN OTTAWA.

SERMON BY REV. FATHER MILLER, C. SS. R.

This 17th day of March is celebrated 
throughout every part of the world where 
there is an Irishman. It is the anniver­
sary of St. Patrick, justly called the 
Apostle of Ireland. He was born in the 
latter part of the fourth century in the 
village of Bonanven Taberni*.*. Hie 
father, Calphemius, sprung from the 
royal Romans, and his mother, Conchessa, 
was a niece of St. Martin, of Tours. At

was

as
AN APOSTLE,

which fully expressed the idea which St. 
Paul implied in the text. The dignity of 
the apostle was a combination which con­
sisted of such different qualities of virtue 
and actions that it would be dillicult to 
give a correct idea or picture of it. An 
apostle was a man called by God to the 
highest ollice in the Kingdom of God, and 
at the same time was doomed to the 
lowest humiliations. In this sense St. 
Paul had named him “the one called by 
Christ.” The apostle was also a man who 
was

the age of sixteen his father's place 
visited by a

MARAUDING BAND OF BARBARIANS, 
who seized and took into captivity young 
Patrick whom they sold as a slave to an 
Irish pagan lord. In the capacity of 
Shepherd boy, he was particular to learn 
the language, habits, in fact all the pecu­
liarities of the Irish nature. Having 
made his escape he commenced in good 
earnest to carry out the feelings of divine 
inspiration which animated his young and 
tender soul. He had met a noble people. 
He had seen a nation of destinies. Music 
swelled in the land, but it lacked the har­
mony of hope and charity.

through Tara’s Hall, 
music shed,” but it had not those living 
and spiritual strings of

A CHRISTIAN HARP,
whose ceaseless strains ascend on high in 
canticles of love, in supplication and 
thanksgiving. Divine bounty reached 
him in his captivity, and accompanied him 
in his escape, strengthened his spiritual 
and bodily powers, binding them by 
gentle ties to the service and honor of 
God; and transforming his life into a 
hymn of adoration, a continual sacrifice, 
lie returned to the Irish pagans, freed 
from the claims and powers of the world, 
absolutely, unreservedly and irrevocably 
dedicated to the service of God and

TO THE EYES OF THE WORLD A SI.AVE ; 
but the best idea of an apostle was found 
in the expression in the text “The proofs 
of ray apostleship,” said St. Paul “are 
first in patience by which God tried me ; 
secondly, in the miracles which God 
wrought to confirm my mission ; und 
thirdly, in the virtues which God gave 
me the grace to practice.” These three char­
acteristics gave us a complete picture of 
the apostle, and they were found in a sin­
gular, marked degree in St. Patrick, for 
we have seen that he was a man destined 
by God to perform the glorious work 
imparted by Him. Almighty God 
employed fifty-five years to raise St. Pat­
rick to the apostleship, the preparation for 
this dignity lasting longer than the life time 
of many apostles. The reason for this 
was not because St. Patrick had resisted 
grace, for we read that

IN H1H INFANCY
he had received the rarest privileges from 
God. The cause was the superior excel­
lence of the work which God intended to 
carry out through him. Like the other 
apostles lie was entrusted with the same 
means which Jesus Christ had employed, 
according to the will of the Heavenly 
Father, lor the redemption of mankind, 
viz : the cross and His sufferings. No man 
was better prepared for the apostleship 
than St. Patrick. After referring to the 
trials and tribulations of the saint in his 
earlier days, the preacher alluded to the 
great number of miracles wrought by St. 
Patrick, among which could be distin­
guished three different lines, 
wonderful actions of his life ; 2nd, the zeal 
of his apostolic mission ; and 3rd, the 
weapons of his zeal. The working of mir­
acles from his early youth to his death was 
a common thing. He had been known to 
have healed the blind, checked overflow 
ing livers, raised the dead to life. As he 
grew in years his entire person became 
more imposing. When he (the preacher) 
reflected how St. Patrick left France with 
fifteen or twenty scholars and went to 
Ireland, how he destroyed the idolatrous 
temples, put the sorcerers to shame, con­
verted the nation and sanctified the whole 
island, it seemed to him that he beheld a 
repetition of the great conquest by the 

APOSTLE ST. PAUL.
St. Patrick, the great champion of the 
faith of Christ, had subjugated the whole 
island to the yoke of the Lord, and planted 
the Cross upon the ruins of the pagan 
temples. After he had created fifty par­
ishes, seven hundred churches, raised four

The “Harp 
the soul ofthat once

St.

THE CONVERSION OF IRELAND.
Pagan Erin, true to her Christian destiny, 
put her hand in St. Patrick’s and was led 
from the pre-historic obscurity that 
rounded her into the full light and blaze 
of Christum civilization. Fifteen centuries 
have passed away since the veil of pagan­
ism was rent and the Christian sun of 
justice warmed the Irish faith. That sun 
of Christian faith never sank beneath the 
western horizon of Ireland. Therefore 
St. Patrick’s Day is Ireland’s day,—a day 
full of historic memories fur every Irish 
heart; a day when all that is patriotic, re­
ligious and joyful swells the Irish soul. In 
every land, in every clime where the exiles 
of Erin «are, St. Patrick’s D«ay is celebrated 
with music and splendor; first because it is 
the feast of their patron s«aint, second be­
cause it is the day of their country, and 
third because it adds additional lustre to 
the Irish faith and nationality.

HOW THE DAY WAS CELEBRATED.
As has been usual iu this city some y ears 

past there was no outside display in this 
city. Flags however floated from 
ber of public and private buildings, and 
the “wearing of the green” was very gen­
eral among those who are Irish or of Irish 
extraction.

A High Mass was sung in St. Joseph’s 
this morning at 8 a. m., by Re\. A. M. 
Layden, assisted by Rev. F. Mayer, deacon, 
and Rev. O’Neil Boyd as sub-deacon. 
The College Glee Club formed the choir. 
This evening the students of the Ottawa

sur-
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for all time of a Christian and happy 
death. His Lordship then asked was 
there any office in the Christian Church 
similar to that of St. Joseph. Yes, he re­
plied, there is the office of the Christian 
priest. This is an office and the priest is a 
personage in the Christian system answer­
ing to tne office and person of St. Joseph. 
As St. Joseph exercised jurisdiction over 
the person of our Saviour, so, too, Catho­
lic priests exercise jurisdiction over the 
real and mystic body of Jesus Christ. 
Standing on the holy altar the priest 
pronounces the sublime words of con­
secration, and as of old God obeyed the 
voice of Aaron in arresting the sun in its 
course, so now, God the Son obeys the 
voice of the priest and becomes incarnate 
in his hands m the sacrifice of the Mass. 
In the Blessed Eucharist our Divine

a num-

enev. Though but yet a pupil herjvuice 
has all the richness ami culture of a pro­
fessional, and in a short time she bids fair 
to rank as one of the leading vocalists of 
the province. The Messrs. Woods, of 
Toronto also did remarkably well. Their 
forte lies principally in comic pieces. To 
the Irishmen present, however, the great 
treat of the evening was an address by 
Mr. Jno. V, Aylward, an ecclesiastic iu the 
“church of our Lady. ’ The s]»eaker dwelt 
on the history of Ireland, the many 
holy recollections which endeared 
her to the hearts of her expatriated 
sons ami the career of the numberless bril­
liant stars which Erin had given to shine 
resplendent in the political and intellect 
ual flnnanent. The ebamelees wrongs of 
our native iand were told m burning 
words and iu flights of impassioned elo 
quence the speaker eulogized her famine- 
stricken children for their Christian forti­
tude and perseverance. So well cho en 
was his beautiful language and with such 
reality would Mr. Aylward describe the 
peerless scenic beauty of the green isle 
that the heart of the exiled Irishman 
would fora moment bound across the «lark 
blue Atlantic to the home of his . hildhood, 
where in imagination he would kneel at a 
mother’s grave or bend in lowly reverence 
before the altar whereat he first partook 
of the Bread of Life. It was truly a bril­
liant oration ami to no small extent may 
the succers of the entertainment be attrib­
uted to it. At some future time your 
correspondent may senti the Record a few 
notes of the progress of our society.

thousand ecclesiastics to the priesthood, 
erected a great many monasteries and filled 
them with holy men and women, the 
Saint returned to His Father. It was 
owing to the fervent, constant prayers that 
the nation which he had converted to God, 
remained so steadfast to the Church. Of 
all Christian nations the Irish were the 
most tenacious to the faith.

CATHOLIC FRANCE
had its day, but almost every vestige of 
Christianity bus vanished from the once 
beautiful ami fair France. Germany lias 
followed in the wake of the depression of 
religion, of fuith and Christianity and in 
the place of true Christian theology, ideal 
ism and atheism reign supreme. The name 
of God is a myth and faith a chimera. Eng­
land had its Catholic kings and Catholic 
peoples, hut her priests and bishot 
dogged about and hooted at until finally 
the throne of a woman, anyth ng but de­
serving of the name of a queen, stood 
aloof. One country, one people stood 

FIRM, UNSWERVING. UNFLINCHING 
to the one true God in spite of every 
engine and mechanism that diabolical 
agents could invent, ami bring to bear 
against the Catholic faith of Ireland. 
Notwithstanding the spell of desolation, 
ruin ami destruction that prevailed in the 
Emerald Isle, monuments of the true 
failli «and religion have gradually again 
towered up from the smouldering ashes. 
The blood of the martyrs became seed for 
the soil. The spirit of St. Patrick, the 
chivalrous character of this great apostle, 
the self-sacrificing zeal for the faith of 
Christ Jesus have permeated through the 
Irish nature. The Irish Catholic was, he 
said, a powerful agent, a trustworthy and 
valued minister of the gospel.

»s were

CATHOLIC NOTES.

New York is said to have the largest 
Catholic population of any city in the 
world.

It is rumored that the lit. Rev. Bishop 
Vaughan is to be appointed Coadjutor to 
Cardinal Manning,

Leo XIII. instructed his almoner, Mgr. 
Sauminiatelli, to distribute 10,000 francs 
among the deserving pour of Rome on the 
occasion of the anniversary of his corona­
tion, on Monday, March Jrd.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY IN GUELPH.

From an Occasional Correspondent.
Though the Irish portion of the popu­

lation of our city have seen many grand 
celebrations of the birth of St. Patrick, 
never have they witnessed a more fitting 
observance of the national festival than 
in the year of grace, 1884.

In previous years the task of conferring 
honor on our patron saint, apart from 
the usual impressive devotional services 
in the Catholic church, fell on St. Patrick's 
Society, which is a purely national organ 
ization, but this time the field has been 
widened and, consequently, the celebration 
was more in keeping with the patriotic 
spirit which has alwavs actuated tne Irish­
men of Guelph. Wny it is that this year 
our celebration has been more imposing 
than before is easily explained.

Some few months ago a few members 
of the congregation of the church of Our 
Lady in this city, who had viewed with 
sorrow the rav«ages made by drink in the 
Catholic community met together and 
formed a temperance society called the 
“League of the Cross,” with Rev. Father 
Plante, S. J., as Father Director and Mr.
E. J. O’Brien as President. Small in 
numbers this heroic little band was, ’tis 
true, but the sacredness of their cause «and 
the encouragement received from their 
Holy Mother the Church inspired them 
with a zeal and energy which was des­
tined to bring success. One by one the 
membership roll of the society be­
came augmented until in two 
months no less than fifty staunch temper­
ance men could be seen going to commun­
ion iu a body on the day prescribed by the 
rules of the society. Now the League of 
the Cross was beginning to be noticed. It 
had emerged from the struggles and dan­
gers surrounding its infancy and stood 
proudly forth to command the «attention 
ainl enlist the sympathies of a devout,
Catholic people. The work of its zealeua 
founders had been completed, and none 
oculd deny but that it was performing a 
greatand a glorious mission, and in future 
promoters and friends could well rely on 
the experience of the past for a full meas­
ure of success iu the days to come.
Steadily the great work proceeded, famil­
ies who had been living in misery offered 
a fervent prayer of thanksgiving to the 
great God that a husband and father had 
been reclaimed from the baneful influences 
of intemperance, parents rejoiced that 
their sons who, they had good 
belief, were on the path lu drunkeuess 
were brought into a society where they 
would get the encouragement and grace 
to shun the intoxicating bowl, and with 
all the prayers and words of encourage­
ment the work became more widespread 
until on St. Patrick’s day, J7<> 
could be counted on the roll of this 
grand temperance organization. As the 
society w.as principally composed of Irish­
men or their descendants it was deemed 
opportune that St. Patrick’s day should 
not pass by without showing that in their 
zeal for temperance they had not forgotten 
their love and devotion for Mother band.
Accordingly it was decided to hold a grand 
entertainment in the City Hall, and exten­
sive preparations were made for the same.
When the night arrived it was fourni that 
the new hall would not contain the audi 
ence and so the old one was thrown >
Soon it also became filled, and then 
witnessed the unprecedented sight in this 
city of over 200 people winding their way 
homewards unable to gain admittance to 
a concert. The number present could 
not have been less than 1200. The pro­
gramme opened shortly after 8 o’clock 
with a few remarks from the president,
Mr. E. J. O’Brien. The local talent 
which took part was comprised of the 
following :—Mrs. Duffy and Mrs. McOrae;
Misses Carrol,Hayden, McElderry, Barrett,
Brandon, Doran, Coffee, O’Connell, Gay ;
Messrs. Sheahan, Lynch. Downey, -las.
Higgins, Flaherty, Jno. Higgins, Kcough.

All of" these acquitted themselves credi­
tably and it would therefore be invidious 
to particularize. Miss Kate Strong, of A beautiful assortment of Easter Cards 
Toronto, a pupil of professor Fisher, créa- lias keen just opened out at the Catholic 
ted a very favorable impression, especially Record Bookstore. The designs are all 
on the music-loving portion of the audi- new anA the neatest we have yet seen.

The Sacred College of Cardinals now 
includes the greatest genius and first 
divine among English-speaking Catholics 
and in Cardinal Horgcnroether, who was 
appointed in the Maine year as Dr. New­
man, it has secured a great German histo­
rian.

llis Eminence Cardinal Simeoni, Prefect 
of the Propaganda, has sent I0,(MH) francs 
to Mgr. Puginier, Vicar-Apostolic of 
Western Tonquin, on receipt of a telegram 
from that missionary announcing 
sacre of the Christians of Ins mission and 
asking fur assistance.

An exchange gives the following account 
of a most heroic sacrifice Frank 
Barnum, S. J., a scholastic at Boston col­
lege, has forfeited $100,000 on account of 
his religion, llis father was the late pro­
prietor of Barn urn’s Hotel, Baltimore, and 
left his son $100,(.MX) on condition that he 
would not take orders in the Catholic 
Church. The will has been contested in 
vain.

The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster 
will have an even more than ordinary busy 
time when, in addition to his daily duties, 
he begins his sittings of the Royal Com­
mission on the Housing of the Poor. The 
happiness of the selection of his Eminence, 
and of his willingness to serve, has been 
generally recognized by the Pall Mall 
< iazette when it says ; “The (Government 
have begun well by asking Cardinal Man­
ning, who is marked out alike by his per­
sonal interest in social questions and by 
his representative position in the Roman 
Catholic community, toserveon the Homes 
of the Poor Commission.

The wonderful growth of Catholicity in 
the archdiocese ui Boston may be judged 
by the fact that it now possesses ICO 
churches, seven iu process of erection, 
fourteen chapels and stations, .*>00 priests, 
eighty students in philosophy and the­
ology, two colleges, four female academies, 
seventeen convents, ten orphan asylums, 

hospitals, forty parochial or free 
schools, and a Catholic population of 
«about 320,000. With such an enormous 
increase both in 
possessions as this
place in the last twenty years, it is easy 
tq predict that a great and glorious future 
lies before us a* a Catholic community, 
llie church in the nineteenth century 
does not stand still nor retrograde, but 
ever advances with great strides.—Boston 
Republic.
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reason to population and church 
shows to have taken

'

names I

A little over a year ago, Miss Nellie 
McDermott, a member of the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception, Newport, 
Ky., was united in marriage to David 
Lint/, n popular young Hebrew. Bishop 
Tobbe llatly refused to permit them to be 
married in the Catholic Church or allow 
her to continue a member of the congre­
gation after a marriage elsewhere. He 
gave but one alternative, and that 
that Lint/ should embrace the Catholic 
religion. Lint/, refused to do so, and 
held out till within a few weeks ago. Thu 
prayers and firmness of the wife, however, 
at length prevailed, and on Sunday Father 
McNierney hail the pleasure of 
ing to his people that Lint/, had become a 
member of the Catholic Church, ami all 
was, therefore, ended happily.
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REAL PALM.

*1We have on hand a supply of the real 
palm, for Balm Sunday. Those desirous 
of obtaining some will do well to call 
early. r

EASTER (MKDS.
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R. 22, 1884,
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