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i the ¢ day, he said
Church owned only a frac-

of it, and there was no

of deterr the exactamount
except by tracing the records of each
particular piece of property, but he
s he said, that with the excep-
tion of that of four or.five conventy,

y- | @ach owning forty or fifty thousand

oppression, while those de-
to! the government of Spain
‘have been accustomed to look wilth
‘disdain upon the'movement and to
depreciate everything and everybody
~connected with it. The difficulty - in
Jearning the truth.about Cuba is ap-
.parent. ‘A safe rule to follow is Lo
weceive nearly all statements of fact
as subject to future correction.
One of the earlier impressions I re-
" ceived after coming here was the
great  wealth . of the Church. My
sources of information, too, were
such as to confirm me in the belief
that they were entirely reliable. 1
find, however, that loyal Cuban
-Catholics themselves have a grossly
exaggerated idea of the value of the
church property. Taking into consi-
-deration the: fact that practically the
whole population of the country is
«Catholic and that the Church has
been established here for four hun-
«red years, my opinion now is that
the value of the Church possessions
'is no greaterscomparatively than :n

' ~other countries, but is even less than

it is in many portions of the United
States.

It is a common saying among Cu-
bans that Colon Cemeétery, in Hav-
ana, is the ‘‘richest plantation in
the island.”” To hear them speak of
it, one would be led to think that
the income from it was thousands of
dollars per year, but Rev. Dr. Brod-
erick, its present administrator, in-
forms me that after all expenses arc
paid, there are hardly over $200 left
at the end of each month. The great
majority of the burials are charit-
able burials, made at the expense of
the Church. Of the 487 interments
there during last August, 283 were
<haritable, and only 204 paid for;
and of those last part payment only
of the regular price was made in
many cases, The income from all
sources during that month was ap-
proximately $2,080, and the expenses
$1,820, leaving a net income of $210
in Spanish gold.

This is a most beautiful cemetery,
moted for the magnificence of its
monuments, and is one of the first
points visited by tourists to Havana,
who are frequently entertained by
their guides with stories of the gréat

‘~source of revenue the cemetery is to

the Church. It is here that the vic-
tims of the Maine were given burial
in one of the most beautiful plots
by the permission of Mgr. Santander,
who was the Spanish Bishop of Hav-
ana, and:where their remains rested
till their removal.

In a recent article in the ‘‘Atlantic
Monthly,” .a writer, referring to the
<ensos owned by the Church, makes
the following misleading statements’
‘“These so-called church mortgages
now amount to millions of dollars,
and to-day cloud the title to hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of the
most Valuable land.”’

According to an official repori
made by Secretary Cancio to Gov-
ernor-Gen?ral Wood the first of last
March,. the grand total of real es-
tate encumbrances of the island is
$247,915,490.12, and of this real es-
tate indebtedness . comsiderable less
than one-sixth, or $40,288,303.29 is
represented by censos, the greal
bulk of which is owned by private
“individuals, only a small pertion by
the Church, and part by the State it-
self. ; :
A species of censos known. as: chap-
laincies  represents $3,502,356.24,
and another $1,037,888.98 are for
-weligious s worship. These chaplaincies
arose out of the fact that Cuba 1s
not a missionary country, as defined
in Church terminology, and accord-
ingly & young man wishing to be or-
dained to the priesthood, -unless®he
belonged to a religious. order, had to
-own an amount of property. sufficient
for his 1 ring
"teenth and eighteenth -centuries, this
law of Church 'led a great mw;:xy
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dollars’ worth ofgcensos, no part of
is thirty-four millions belonged to
the Churéh. 15

There are $795,485.60 of censos re-
Ported as belonging to the State, a
part of which is claimed by the
Church, as it belonged to the  reli-
gious orders which the State at-
tempted to suppress. Nearly the
whole of this thirty-four milions,
however, is the property of private
individuals.

It is to be seen, therefore, that the
total amount of these ‘‘so-called
church mortgages,’”” owned or claim-
ed by the Church is not five and a
half million dollars, or less than
two and one-fourth per cent. of the
real estate indebtedness of the ia-
land, even at their face value and

giving all to the Church claimed by
it.

As the figures here given are ia
Spanish gold ten per cemnt. is to be
deducted to get the values in U. S.
currency.

The cengos are now very much de-
teriorated in value. Many of the es-
tates to which the censos attach are
now producing and under a military
order the interest is not now collect-
ible.

Bishop Sbarretti has the ‘faculty
from Rome to release all the church
censos in his diocese even at less
than their nominal value. Since all
censos are payable at the will of'the
land-owners they are less objection-
able encumbrances than mortgages,
and as censos draw only five per
cent. interest while the regular rate
is ten per cent., they are not being
paid off in the present distressed
state of the finances of the and.
As a source of income to the Church
they are not considerable: and as en-
cumbrances to real estate are less ob-
jectionable than ordinary mortgages,
in reality, are only a fractional part
of the indebtedness of the island, af-
fecting comparatively few pieces of
property.

——

NOTRS PROM UBBEC.

Quebec, Sept. 26.
FATHER O'LEARY.—The tribute
that is being prepared all over Can-
ada, and by citizens of all creeds and
races, for the Rev. Father O'Leary,
on his return from South Africa, is
one so fully deserved that comment
is almost superfluous. Men like Fa-~
ther O’'Leary are not only a credit
to the country, but an honor to the
nationality to which they belong and
a source of inestimable strength ‘(o
the Church. Son of one of Quebec’s
oldest and most highly respected
Irish Catholics, one of the founders
of St. Patrick’s Church in that city,
he is recognized as a devoted priest,
an able theologian, & patriotic Irish
Canadian, a splendid scholar and a
el companio His bravery, us
chaplain of the Canadian contingent
in South Africa, was so marked that
he won, at once, a place in the
hearts of every one with whom he
had any association. His treatment
of the Protestant members of the
contingent has brought forth unnun-
bered expressions of gratitude and
admiration. It is such actions that
tend most to dispel the clouds of
prejudice that too frequently thicken
in our atmosphere and generally re-
sult  ing engendering misrcpresenta-
tions and hatreds of our religion.
The poor and miserable efiprts of
such organizations as the A.P.A. and
kKindred bodies to place the senti-
ments and principles of Catholics and
of Catholicity in a false light before
the world, vanish, like smoke, in the
presence of such facts.as the lives
and actions of our nuns and priests
present for the contemplation and
edification of mankind., There is no
narrowness in such a nature as that
of Father O'Leary; yet he is a strik-
ing exaniple of the fidelity to duty—
under all circumstances—characteris-
tic of the Catholic priest. I feel a
legitimate pride and satisfactiom in
raising my humble voice in the grand
chorus that will welcome him home
from the scenes of his trying labors
and the theatre of his wonderful he-
roism. !

&
found the hard ground work. of
soning.

Less we could not say of the em
nent Canadian now dead; more
could not attempt, without detailing

‘the whole of his checkered biography
as well as the entire history of our
While |

Province since Confederation.
Laval wds honoring him with a doe-
torship in law, and the Royal So-
ciety was electing him its president,
the French Government was confor-
ing on him the insignia of the Le-
gion of Honor. These facts speak elo-
quently, and need no comment.

Never of very robust constitution
the anxieties incident to political
life, the long nights of Parliamens-
are watching and labor, as well as
the unnatural burden which he as-
sumed when he undertook the duties
of Provineial Treasurer in conjunec~
tion with those of Premier, all coni-
bined to hasten the close of a useful
life. In other words, he died at
duty’s post,—even as he had lived.
Hence it is that his memory deserves
to be preserved green in Canada, and
that all should join in a fervent
prayer for the eternal repose of his
soul.

NR. T. K. HEALY'S
LATEST ATTITUDE

The controllers and policy of the
United Irish League are the subject
of a long letter which Mr. T, M.
Healy, M.P., has addressed to a
friend in Dundalk, who informed
him that two organizers of the
League have just descended upon his
constituency in North Louth.

“At the late convention (he writes)
resolutions were proposed and
speeches made by ex-M.P.'s whom
Mr. Parnell fifteen years ago declared
unfit for the public trust. Where in
these arrangements is any guarantec
that the new party will be a bit bet
ter than the old? Can the 4
now hope that the new gelections
will show an improved judgment. on
the part of our censors or afford the
Prospect of restored effi
credit in its representation? S
are made, loaded with adjective
specifying the virtues which the un-
known and undiscovered new mem-
bers should possess, and promises
on their unborn behalf arise as full
of confidence as if the organizer pos-

ed a scer's divining-rod. Wh

, are the besieged constituenci
s0 rarely favored with a hint of the
hallowed names of the persons adorn-
ed by such noble qualifications. Pla-
titudes are cheap to-day.

It is not adjectives that are re-
turned to Parliament, but nouns.
Any one boasting the endowment of
the beatitudes should surely possess
a name and address—at any rate,
his last known whereabouts should,
if possible, not have been. the Royal
Irish Constabulary Depot, Phoenix
Park. In these days political canon-
izations lack permanence, for the
saints of yesterday become the dem-
ons of to-morrow. If therefore the

akes of 1892 and 1895 are to be
avoided those who are marshalling
the ranks of their ‘heroes’ for 1900
should, to facilitate scrutiny, make
early publication of the roster. A
disillusioned country will not in the
next five years pay for the mainten-
ance at Westminster of another set
of frumps. Mr. Healy adds that
“‘denunciation is reserved for mem-
bers whe prefer the harvest of the
Statute-book, however slender, to
beguiling the public with a penny
pPeep-show of the promised land,
while no censure is bestowed upon
the politicians whose action has re-
cen?ly incurred the condemnation of
one of the ablest of the Western
Bishops.”’” Having recalled his pro-
posal te retire from Parliament at
the time of Mr. Redmond's appoint-
ment as chairman, Mr. Healy con-
cludes as follows :

““As, however, We may now be on
the eve of a general election, there
is*no reasom wWhy I should not make
known, in view of the continuance
of a personal campaign which dims
the hope of ferming aw eflective and
honest party, what my pesition is—
contempt. for the cabal against me
Prevents my taking any satisfaction
from the assurance of their defeat in
view of the general injury they are
working to the Home Rule cause. I
have, therefore to say, although I
have no sort of understanding
Wwith Mr. Redmond, that if he, as
the chairman of the party, asks me
not to go forward for re-clection it
will afford me the profoundest nleas-
ure to comply with his reauest.
Otherwise-iny supporters in North
Louth, whose indulgent confidence
has been an . unfailine strength, can
continue to command such poor. ser-
vice as'I am able to give. I may

| perhaps add that in any contest for

the seat I should stand on the same
‘principles as those on which I have
‘often been returned in the Nation-

g e
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Mr. Cham-
for criticism.
; last cvening at Frouchie,
Mr. Herbert Henry Asquith, member
for Fast Fife, and former Secretary
‘of State for the’ Home Department,
Baid that the Colonial Secretary's
‘attempt to indict the whole of a
great politieal party as ‘‘traitors’”
was a piece of ‘rhetorical insol-
ence.’’ ’

Other speakers comment upnn  Mr.
Chamberlain’s attempt 1o divide the
country between Chamberla.nites and
traitors.

Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, First Lord
of the Treasury, speaking last even-
ing in Manchester, devoted himseif to
a review of the government's success-
ful domestic legislation.

This morning the ‘‘Daily Mail”’ ad-
‘mits that ‘““The Little Englanders '’
are getting a better reception than
Was anticipated, and the Imperialists
are greeted with less enthusiasm
than would have been the case three
months ago.

While the campaign is robbed | of
its chief interest by reason of its
foregone conclusion, the issues abd
personalities prominently brought
forward are as complete and engross-
ing as ever. The issues may brietly
be described as an appeal to the
country by the Conservatives for
support of their policy in South
Africa, while the Liberals base the:r
claims for votes upon the failure of
Lord Salisbury’s Government to fuliil
the many pledges of home legislation
‘made during the last election.

There are, of course, countless un-
der-currents and numberless side is-
sues, but the main planks may fairly
be said to consist as above.

Polling commences on Oct. 1, and
by the end of that month the coun-
try will know the minute individual-
ity of the legislature, which bids fair
to continue for the next seven years.
That than two weeks of prepar-
ation was given to the country made
politicians on both sides catch their
breath, though the air had been full
of dissolution rumors ever since the
end of July, and though men
watched political movements
closely felt certain that, barring af)
ttartling rev in South Africa,
the general election would take pla
next month. So much mystery «
made of the event in high polit
circles that party workers, and even
candidates, were left in ignorance of
the prospective date. Thus, it hap-
pens that not only in London, but
in many provincial centres, some of
the most active local members of
Unionist organizations are away
from their homes, and have been hur-
dly summoned to the scene of bat-
tle. s

The Liberals have in the last week
or two, thanks largely to the acti
ity of Mr. Herbert Gladstone, suc-
ceeded in inducing a good many gen-
tlemen to fight ts which previous-
ly were regarded by the sitting meu-
bers as a likely ‘‘walk-over.” At
least thirty constituencies have late-
ly been provided with Radical at-
tackers, and the process is still going
on.

Though all polling must be over by
Nov. 1, it is not absolutely necessary
that the House should meet on that
day, though it is probable that they
will do so.

most

T DE PAUL SOCIETY.

A concert for the efit of
poor of St. Mary's Parish will be
given on Monday evening, at St.
Mary’s Hall. The programme  will
be a very interesting one, consisting
of choruses, club swinging, a bo ng
contest, solos, recitations and violin
solos.. A large audience should at-
tend, as the object is a very worthy
one, and the members of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society are working
earnestly to make it a great success.
The pupils . of St.  Mary’s Boys’
School will take part.

B e ——
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The wise practice of inoculating
the youthful mind with a wholesome
fear of intoxicants by means of ivc-
tures  and readings in the public
schools ought to be strenuously en-
couraged. Students of sociology are
dismayed by the ravages wrought by
alcohol, opium, morphine, cocaine,
and other intoxicants; it seems that
new ones are constantly discovered.
All sorts and conditions of men fall
victims in steadily increasing num-
bers; Physicians as well as their pa-
tients, fine ladies and professional
men. Temperance societies have hith-
erto found their work hard enouzh,
but alcohol is the least of the evils
they will be called upon to combat
in the coming century. Drunkennoss
produced by other drugs is less cur-
able_and more injurious to the hu-
man system. In cases of this kind an

‘prevention is worth a ton
of cure; hence the wisdom of making
children feel that intoxicants are as
S as explosives. A pledge of
bstinence - administered -at
tion helps. to: enforce the los-

who '’
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In Dongola and Box Calf Boots, We bought them cheap
frem a hard-up manufacturer, and heartily give our customers
the benefit. We have only a small quantity; come quickly

if you want a bargain,

Ladies’ Dongola Kid Boots, regular $2.00, for. ..,

Men’s Dongola Boots, regular $2.00, for, .
Mem’s Box Oalf Boots, regular $2.25, for

Boys’ » .
Yoll‘h.’ “ %

E. MANSFIELD,

way lines damaged so that no trains
can reach them. Reports indicate
that the heaviest damage is at San
Angelo, although many bridges in
Brownwood have been wrecked. It is
also feared many lives have been lost.
HONORARY CANONS.

“Ta Semaine Religieuse '’ an-
nounces the appointment of three
honorary canons to St. James Cathe-
dral. They are :

Rev. J. Primeau, Cure of Boucher-,

ville. ;

Rev. P. A. Dubuc, former Cure o
St. Vincent de Paul.

Rev. F. J. T. Adam, Cure
Sacred Heart, Ontario street,
real.

These appointments are brou‘ght
about by the deaths of the late Rev.
Canon Leclerc, of St. Josc;_)h, of
Montreal, and Rev. Canon Piche, of
Lachine. i

The honorary canons nf t.I.\o, Cathe

1 now are the following :
drl:“[g:‘ B. De Cabrieres, Bishop uz
Montpellier, France; Mgr. Emardt,) l:A
Valleyfield; Mgr. C. Marois, Quebec;
A. Captier, Superior-Gene al of
the Sulpician Order; Rev. Lou
lin, Superior of the Seminary; >
Lhssier, Cure of Beauharnois
8. Proulx, Cure of St. Lin

of the
Mont-

Cure of Lachine;

sard,

> Dame de Grace ;
Cure of St. Henri.

$.00  §$1.00

If you will send us
ONE DOLLAR we will
send the * True Witness”
Jor one year to any part
of Canada (outside the
city), the United States

or Newfoundland.

®

...OUR REQUEST...

Eyvery friend of the True
Witness can do something
to assist us ; all kave a
Sew friends-or neighbors
ghicy might easily approack
and who would subscribe
if asked to do so.

[ $.00  $1.00

124 St. La s
Corner u;;‘:v;?.g.ce st”

Main 849.

CATHOLIC SAILORS' CLUB.

The concert given by the pupils of
St. Mary’s Boys’ School this week,
proved to be the greatest success off
the season. Standing room only
could be obtained. The chair wasg
occupied by Mr. M. J. F. Quinn,
Q. C, M. P., who delivered =&
telling address on the good work
which was being done by the Club
for the Catholic sailors. He paid &
well deserved tribute to the zeal and
untiring devotion of Mr. and Mrs.
McNamee, Sir William and Lady
Hingston, in the cause of the ad-
vancement and prosperity of the
Catholic Sailors’ Club of Montreal.
The long, varied and well executed
programme opened with a beautiful
chorus ‘‘Welcome,”’ by the pupils of
St. Mary’s School, which was much
admired and loudly applauded by the
large and appreciative audienc A
violin solo, given by Master Arthur
Raymond, was well executed. The
Club swinging by Mr. ce was ond
of the many interesting features' of
the" evening. The boxing contest hy
the Master Fishe Bros. literally
brought down the The voung-
sters showed much skill in the manly
art, though being only eight and ten
years respectively. The singing of
Mr. and M /'vatt proved to be an-
other great success. The singing of
Mr. Morgan, the fine tenor, was
much admired. The chorus, entitled
““The Emerald Banner,”’ by the pu-
pils of Mary’s School, roused the
enthusiasm of the audience, and
brought back pleasant memories of
dear old Ireland. The comic recita-
tion of Mr. A. O’Leary, and the de-
scriptive songs of Mr. R. J. Louis

greatly ple d the sailors,
as well as the comic song of Master

John Phelan. The others who con-
tributed to the evening’s enjoyment
were : Messrs. Hammell, Donnelly,
Clennan, Eakstein and Morrison, all
of whose songs were greatly cn-
joyed. The concert was brought to a
close by the singing of *““ God Save
Ireland.”’

Riches exclude only one
ence, and that is poverty.

At no time in their history
have Nordheimer Pianos
been so'good as now. It
is only necessary to hear
their tone to realize how su-
perior they are to all other
pianos in the Canadian mar-
ket. Sold on most liberal

terms and prices. Lindsay-
Nordheimer Co, No. 2366 St.
Catherine Btreet.

HIGH CLASS MATTRESSES

e - CEHHEAP...

Our work is cheap only in price, because you have only one profit to

pay, as we do everything in our own factory by skilled labor,
everything that goes into a mattress.

We know
=i~ We make it up as it should be

made—to last. Call in and see samples and prices.

RENAUD, KING

653 Craig Street. - - -

& PATTERSON,

2442 St. Catherine Streot.

WE OFFER CANADIAN OONSUMEZ?S‘ : ‘

——THE VERY CHOICEST——-

EXTRA LAPSANG SOUC




