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AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITIONS,

S1r,— feel a very great interest in the
welfare of the ApvocaTr, and would like to
send you afew lines from the eastern out-
skirts of our province; but I feel something
like the old Scotch woman that went along
with the regiment to fight, broom-stick in
hand—*not that I can do ony gude, but to
let ye ken what side I’'m on.”

I want in the first place to corroborate the
statement of J. W. Smith, regarding the
crops around Ottawa. Itis a very fair and
correct account.  Crops are by no means a
failure, although the weather has been ex-
tremely dry.

I also want to say something about Town-
ship Societies, and I am pleased with the
side you take in ‘the matter. We have kept
up a Society in this township for several
years with spirit and success, although we
get but little aid from Government, and I
can safely say that our annual Exhibition
would be no disgrace to any township in
Ontario, and these, I think, do equally as
much good, if not more, than the larger so-
cieties. ~There is one thing that I would
like to get some information on—whether it
would be best to give up judging field crops
altogether, and have samples brought to the
Exhibition instead? Some think it would,
as there is 80 much expense and dissatisfac.
tion in sending judges around. Perhaps you
or some of your readers could give some in-
formation on this point.

We expect to have a great time down here
next fall at the Provincial Exhibition. I
hope you will pay us a visit, but I don’t
know how we will find you outin the crowd.
Could you not wear some kind of a badge,
and let us know through the Apvocars .

. A. Rog, Clarence.

[In regard to the examination of growing
crops, we hope some of our readers may
take up the subject and send in an article
against the practice. We wish to have such
subjects discussed. The plan is not followed
in this vicinity.  Our opinion is that it is a
good ({)lan, but judges should be selected who
would look on their task as an honor, and
who would not require more than the ex-
%)enses of a vehicle to take them to the dif-

erent places, and their dinners, We-=hope
and believe you will have a good Exhibition
at Ottawa next year.  If is well we in-
tend being there. Perhaps we may wear a
fool’s cap or some other conspicuous mark,
such as having one leg of our pants or half
of our coat of a different pattern than the
other.  Perhaps you may see us too soon,
too often and too long.—Eb].

INQUIRY.

SiR,—I have a valuable horse which hasa
lump growing on its side. I think it is a
burst.  If you or some of your correspond-
ents would please give some remedy through
the columns of your paper, I would be very
much obliged. I suppose the sooner it is
remedied the better.

A SUBSCRIBEK, Lancaster, Ont.

[Cannot say without examination or fuller
description what the lump may be.  Most
probably it is a rupture; in that case it
should be operated on surgically, and a
skilled person should be employed, other-
wise you may lose the animal. —J. WiLsox,
Veterinary Surgeon, London].

SIR, - Please inform me through your pa-
per if a thorough-bred Berkshire pig is
entirely black.

D. B., Richmond Hill.

[The old Berkshirc hog was a mixed-colored
animal.  We have never yet seen an im.
ported Berkshive without white hairs.—E. ]

BEST AND CHEAPEST FENCE,
Bir, —

The following plam in my view, is the best
ad well as the cheapest. Cedar posts eight feet
long; should cedar not be convenient, take
split oak about five inches in diameter, the
part which go.s into the ground should be
either burned or dipped in coal tar, which
can be had at the gas works for a trifle,
Posts should beset six feet apart, and three
feet deep Then take the team and plow, and
start with a light furrow eighteen inches from
the post on each side, then a second fur.
row good and deep. T_hen with a shovel
throw up to the posts, which when done, will
form a nice round ridg>; the posts will now be
nearly three feet and a half in the ground, when
ridged up in this manner its making it awkard
for horses or cattle to jump over. Now the
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the post with small staples, and as a general
thing almost every handy farmer has few
blacksmith tools about him and can make the
staples himself out of § red. Put on four wires,
the first about four inches from the ground,
second six inches, third ten inches,fourth fifteen
inches, the fifth to be a 2 by 4 scantling spiked
on top of the posts. A set of spring wire to
be put in about every 25 rods, to allow the
wire to contractin winter and expand in sum-
mer. Now we have a fence that does not re-
quire to be repaired after every little breeze of
wind; also one that harbors no snow drifts,
Neither horses or cattle can throw it down.
In{the first place it costs less to build this
kind of fence than any other; second place
much less to keep in repair. We will now
sum the cost of material required; say 25 rods
will take 66 posts, at 9 centsa piece would be
$5.94; No. 9 wire $5.00, 264 feet of 2 by
4 hemlock scantling at $8.00 per thousend
would be $2.11 one s:t springs 40 cents;
staples (if bought ready made) and spikes, $3.00;
coal tar, $1.00. The cost of making holes
setting in posts and putting on wire will be
about 85.00. The whole cost of 25 rods comes
to $22.45 We will sum up the cost of
the same number of rods of rail fence, the
timber it takes to make rails for 25 rods is
worth about $33.00 the splitting is worth $3.00
more; if staked and capped there will be other
$3.00in_all, $39.00; and say nothing about
making blocks, hauling the rails and putting
thme up, a nice little sum of $16.55 in favor
of wire fence.
Fern Hill. D. J. THoMas,
—_——te————
What Shall be Our Grain Crop in
the Coming Year?

Even now, in the early winter, itis well to
look forward to the spring labor, and the
crops of autumn, He who looks before him,
is pretty sure to be forehanded with his
labor. The provident farmer has mapped in
his mind, every field in his grouunds, with
the quality of its soil, natural and improved,
and has designed the crop for every part of
his farm. He knews that there is'a neces-
sity for a variation of crops, and that the
soil after a time becomes wheat-sick, or po-
tato-sick or even clover-sick; we use %he term
sickness of the soil, as one not unfrequently
used, and as expressing very lainly what
those conversant with the soil ll()now, some-
times too well. He learns that his turnips
do not yield as heavy a crop as they did
some years ago; and as a remedy for light
yield of root crops he sows less turnips, and
cultivates mangolds or beets instead. With
his grain crops also he finds it profitable
betimes to make a change.

There is, besides, something more than the
knowledge of agriculture,necessary in order
that the cultivation of the soil may be fairly
remunerative. A judicious political economy
of the Legislature is necessary to the pros-
perity of the nation, and in like manner
must we farmerspursue a;wise financialpolicy.
Our fields may produce abundant crops, but
if we cannot dispose of our surplus produce
at a fair paying price, what will the fertility
ofour soil profit ws? Of this the farmers
in the Western States have had ample proof
when corn only brought them in a return of
twenty cents per bushel.

With us Canadian farmers, wheat has al-
ways been the staple product. We have had
pretty fair produce, at least a better average
than our neighbors, and we have had a
good demand,and fair prices for all we could
spare. ~Our wheat brought the English gold
sovereigns, or their equivalent, to our cash-
box. So far, well; but let us consider if
wheat be the most profitable grain for us to
grow, or if other grain may not be substitu-
ted, in part, for wheat, to our greater profit.
First, let us enquire the yield of wheat and
of barley. We take the report of the G T.
R. R., for the average yield throughout
the country. We s%ould have had re-
ports from the Department of Agriculture
—Dbut great bodies move slow—of bailey the
average yield has been,as shown by us in last
issue, from 25 to 40 bushels per acre,—say
an average of about 324 bushels; of wheat the
average 1s about 22 bushels— a difference in
the yield of bushels of 10 in favor of barley.
Were the same price paid for both, barley
would, from the returns given, be the most
profitable; but barley also commands’ the
highest price. In this market the highest
price for wheat is $1.60 per 100 Ibs., and for
barley $2.15. But as the yield of wheat and
of barley has been given in bushels, and the
bushel of wheat is the heavier, let us enquire
the price of each per bushel. In Toronto,
wheatisreported as sold from 93 cents t0$1.03;
perbushel,barlcy from $1.12 t01.13. In Chica
go the Prairie Farmer says that wheat sold
for cash from 774 to 864 cents per bushel, and
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then is the average yield of barley much
greater than that of wheat, but the Pprice is
also higher; and there is a good demand for
barley not only in the home market, but
in the United States as well, where Cana-
dian barley is much sought after for malt-
ing.

%Ve do not say to our readers, sow barley
and not wheat, but we advise you to consider
with us if it be not advisable to sow less
wheat and more barley - todepend less on one
variety of grain. Were the high price of bar-
ley merely adventitious, it would be unwise
to change our crops in consequence, but
the demand for barley has been increas-
ing for some time; there has been an increas-
ing consumption of malting barley in Eng-
land, with an increasing advance in its price,
compared with wheat. Thisis fully shown by
the reports from the English markets. Malt-
ing barley formally was sold in England for
about two-thirds the price of red wheat; but
for the last two years it has been within
a few wghillings per quarter of as high a
price.

—_——————

December on the Farm.

In this month we have the shortest days
of the year, and then the indications of a
coming year in the lengthening days. In
our Canadian climate there is not the same
Fressure of hurrying the work of the farm-

abor that we experience at other times, and

the shorter days are well designed for the
relaxation in our labors. At other seasons
the necessity of making the most of every
hour is such that they who have been strain.
ing every nerve for months need for a little
time the unstringing of the bow. But De.
cember, though a time of less labor, is not
one of idleness for the farmer.

CARE oF Stock.—No little of our labors
during the spring and fall has been the pre-
paration for the winter care of stock, and in
proportion as we have been diligent in that
preparation, will our labors now be the
lighter.  Cattle in the stalls and sheds re.
quire good feeding and careful attention.—
Keep up their condition at all times with
needed food and warmth. This, our advice
in November, is our advice now, also. Itis
in season throughout the winterand the stock
that has been properly cared afor till the
present, will be easier fed and kept in good
condition than those that have been ne-
glected.  The stables should be warm and
properly ventilated. An animal, though
getting the best food, and in proper quanti-
ties, cannotv thrive without the necessary
warmth; and with that needed accompani-
ment a less quantity of food is necessary. —
Food is needed not only to support the body,
supplying the wants caused by the incessant
wasting of its substance, and to add to its
weight; it also is the source supplying the
heat necessary for the continuance of animal
life.  Cattle not having sufficient warmth
need the more a greater quantity of food
to supply this want, and consequently much
food 1s thereby wasted.  In providing for
the warmth of your stables, do not neglect
their proper ventilation; without it they
must be injurious to the health and weli-
doing of their occupants.

The cutting and hauling of wood, with the
care of cattle, and any little carpenter work
and repairing of harness are the work of
December on the Farm. 1t should also be a
season of real enjoyment. The social plea-
sures of the long winter evenings are re-
lished by all.

This is the time to make up the farm ac-
counts. Iet not the new year come till you
have known how far the farm has for the
last one been profitable, and examine the
expense of each crop and its value. Every
farmer should be able tosay what profits are
to be realized from a field of wheat, or oats
or barley; and how much a bushel of pota-
toes or turnips may cost him when all the
expenses are deducted.

THE GARDEN.—Of the garden we may
say it sleeps, but we hope for a bright and

ever it is practicable, tak; '
be not too much exp:)se(lim:;% :acl::ld
Use lukewarm water in Watering.
18 1njurious. To Prevent theg -
choked with dust, it ig needfu] ghas
lave frequent washing. Nt onl
health’s sake is thig necessary As gdnhis cows and lived in
:l}:eztntf]or tltx)eir beauty, we shonlq o AL years, Sushtainilng;
at their ba : ' ame and the sale o
bepda auty is not concealeq by OOfogwned 30.000 head
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We would call attention to My, H mily of nine children,
sale of Short-Horns, which t&ke;; :
msnth.  Mr. Heacock has de\mp he can rope a steer, kil
siderable time and money to builq getrangle a dog at her a
herd. He purchased several heaq of §8 house is a nail keg, 1
blood from Mr., E. Cornell, of Ithof pe, while in the pantr
He has been using a fine Bates by]j pit filled with silver pi
Mr. Alexander, of Kentucky .'1 le, it is for coin whick
purchased animals from many .oth “ffises. He W}“ not tal
reeders.  His sale ought ‘to dk te, but is always reac

pr silver. The house
chasers who want good animalg, ; : family is low, bu
e Jthree rooms. The fa
¥he dining-room, the ¢
R while the boys
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| HAVD You PROVIDED 4 wy WINTER FEEDIN(
cow, been the habit with t

ficle in an impove
e entire winter mar
dry hay, of which 1
pled under foot. W
hore per ton than hajy
much of the latter,
ire food that is bulk:
et oat straw, wheat st
y, be cut up finely f
cr with wheat bran

Who is not fond of milk in some shapg
think it would be difficult to find the fog
al; and yet, as a rule, milk ig harder tg
the country than in the city, if a person
unfortunate as to have no cow. nste
having the milk delivered ug in the cf
must be brought by the individual rig
it, whois often obliged to pay higher
than in the city, even if then the delive
milk be not considered a favor, 14 A little Jabor will ex

The reason is that farmers, who of gl b or horses at a much
should have a bountiful supply, oftenfih A large
themselves in the winter restricted to g mixing the feed.
strippings obtained from the Summer & this finely cut food,
that are roughing in the yards entirely ogfer'of animals to be fe
food. hter to wet it thorou,

The horses are kept in comfortable sty bushel of the
and carefully fed, bedded, curried and byy corn meal, an
The fattening cattle, sheep and hogs a mix all well
carefully cared for, but the cow which fgfhox to retain the sf
pected to furnish an important nourishm ool enough for use.
and the basis of many delicacies to the fal.7ice this quantity of
is too often left to shift as best she may, fed with advantage.
is no wonder that she doles out grudgingne bushel of this mix
small and decreasing quantities of very l§h one small feed o
milk. 1l keep them in b

There is no animal kept in the Wint-r callore milk, than the o]
farm that should receive. nor that will'l§t less expense. Swa
better for extra care, than the too often ablly use1 in this way i
cow. She is a machine that responds to§d better than the
demands upon it in exact proportion toff thc Farm.
perfectness of construction and the care
stowed onits working parts. If warml houll:
and fed liberally with plentv of rich ood,
cluding, if possible, succulant vegetableggire several classes of
this is done, there is no difficulty in alwgider ‘the name of 7
having an abundance of rich milk in win@lkshire became not
If roots cannot be obtained, hian should ago and importat;
provided, to be given in the form of a tiito time into ,th“’ ¢
slop; 80 that the animal can drink it; for {§fts Were ma 'e to or
abundance of water taken by the cow agiierd to them and it
largely, not only to the quantity of the m ed. The mall Y
but also to the quality, since it enables netimes called, Pri
animal to assimulate the products of the foff introduced about
more fully than it otherwise could. firacted considerabl

By this we do not mean that the cow mifp® also a ’sma,ll b’:
plied with diversified food and plenty of liqui#nd Mr. Mangles,
and giving ten to fifteen quarts per day} and feeders of ¥
milk, will give milk as rich, quart for quart, §¢ Small Yorks. T
the animal fed on rich dry food, with onlyfi8 he, “is peculia
sufficiency of water to enable it to be passe deep chest, and sh
through the animal. In this last case the veff 8 Ways ’ﬁmdy to, fa
small quantity obta‘ned will he exceeding] elr n the way of
rich; but an animal properly kept, and in fiff2ll bacon, or mec
flow of milk, will be found to furnish the el "3"11 breeds mizht
meonts of milk very much in excess of the o n kaymmetrlcla.l on
poorly cared for, however richly fed. Ly keep one lean

The lack «f milk in winter among the & is the “Yorks
erege farmers of the country is one of th ;e,,l,el‘ht 1S L OEUs
crying cvils of the homestead. When -ondd: L 8’{) 151 &, '
the farmers learn how easy it is to have a 1“’ %‘g reeders la
abundance. and that the daily care bestowelf' 8nd most PODU.{
is not onerous, thereafter but little diﬂiml' .um};es, n a stri
will be experienced by the housewife in e:i(;) the large fa'}‘l(
ducing the purchaseof a new cow when neeq o g aﬁros‘g e tb :
if circumstances were such that the farm faits} ﬁ]’m tne len e
to provide one. Generally if no better plat} (;sms;l O“f'
can be realized, extra care and feeding to eﬁtfm a\}l]e & 19V
couple of the later calving cows, will carry th oo g‘“h‘?n t Eflse 8pcC
household along till the new cows begin to comé]™€ds have these Bli
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pleasant awakening. Securely covered with
their protective mantle of snow, the fiowers
await the enlivening breath of spring. For
the present we enjoy our window garden all
the more that the winter is abroad. Light,
moderate heat and watering are the require-
ments of the winter flowers in our window
garden. The window for the flowers should,
when possible, have a southern or an eastern
aspect.  Let them have all the light that
the few hours of sunshine allow them. It
is as necessary as heat.  Let the heat be

moderate, less during the night than the
day,  Let the plants have fresh air when-

in during the latter part of winter. At all eulrIlcrease Innumk
events, those farmers who have not b td“}r)as not ti
provided for an abundance of milk this winter, anzﬁe Kef:a}rlne pu
should immediately do so. Plenty of milk o de }:ﬂg_tly A
will save in so many ways ample pay all lrt?;ltgi; afvmg cal
the cost, an1 stillhave a large margin beyond: i waetack tha

S . Ich were evide
Michigan Farmer. mall breed had be

Feed class, the as
icial authority, wi
kshires are about t
> breed, with sm
bone, They are c:
small whiter, h
large whites being
etween the two,
orkehires wag of
be fed up to eight
ably w.th much
Prolific breeder,
{t believe in the eco
B the large breed:

A PROSPEROUS TEXAN.

In Southwestern Texas, there is a cattle
raiser who has lived there twenty years. On
going there he picked up a dozen cows, sn
branded them. He had no land, b\gt was the
possessor of a wife, two or three children, an
afew dogs and two or three horses, He kepk




