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CoTEMPORARY TESTIMONY, extracted from the
Literary Miscellany, (a weekly essay, pubiished in
Mantreal, semi-montbly, at 2 1-2 dollars per annum,)
of 28th January, 1823, in a letter addressed to the
editor, respecting his work, which, says the wgiter,

“I profess myself an approver of, as.itstendency is to
improve the understanding, regulate the conduct, and re.
fine the-taste of those who are capable of availing themselves
of the advantages to be derived from moral and literary sud.
jects.  Yet such subjects, I fear, will not meet with a
tion and encouragemens equal to their deserts, as the ,
of this country are far from being susceptible of impressions
made by the perusal of works of ‘taste.  Licentions preduc.
tions composed of ribaldry, and the offals of Billingsgate,
would afford them a more delicions treat than the Gnest mor-
al and scientific tracts.: None ever saw this trath in acleaser
light than a.descendant of the famed Scridlerus, and one who
at this day stands uorivalled 1mong tbe literati of Canada,for
great abilities and classical erudition. This extraordigary
person, when he commenced his career as Editor of a noted
publication, on finding that the dignified style of the moralist
and sage would not suit the low humour of the inhabitangs of
\his town, by altering his mode of writing, and making it con.
formuble 16 their tdclisation; displayed a tare and happy ver-
sty of gening, which ceuld ‘mdpe with cqual grace in the
SSERgly and sopdid rege s as in the splepdid and
courtly attire of Aristippus, an emample, set youbya

-

. man of undoubted knowledge and experience, ought to in-

duce you to an imitation ofiblis conduct, and cause you to re-
linquish the ungrateful task of throwing the children’s bread
to dogs.  So long as you bage to deal with pertinacious ig.
norance, presumption, and concett, it will be of no avail that
your, compositions abopad with justpess of thought, elegance
of expression, and grandeut of imagmation.®

Gratified as 1 must feel at the panegyric (reatly
higher than my most sanguine vanity will aflow me te
believe I deserve,) bere bestowed  upon ‘me and my
werk ; it is enbanced by the reflection that it was pub-
lttbed soon after the presentment of the Quebeckers a-
gainst me was known inMoptreal,X shews that that
truly contemptible document, bas its due weight with
men of sense ; that is, just no weight at all, -

| L.L. M.
[P2rvTED a1 BURLINGTON, PERMONT. ]




