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Kis x, 15-17), we ma) ps understand | (Gen. xxvi, 12.) And while we do not find in thewoldlol_,u-ﬂth in this g;th chapter, and
the title to nl’er to the wild, nomadic character | this account of the Rechabites any positive opin- lddetl *‘ Come, 000 in

of the clan." reen, D.D.

“From the part Jehonadab took in_helping
Jehu to root out the worship of Baal, it seems

plain he was a zealous adherent of Jehovah, and

ibly, from the lasting nature of “his influence,
mn a religious reformer ; and as the nuus of
the men mentioned lnrj er. xxxv, are all c
pounded with Ja4, the form which Jehovah ukes
at the end of a word, it is plain that the tribe
continued their allegimce to Him. The object
of L b in endeavoring to preserve the nomad
habits of his race was probably two-fold. He
wished, first, to maintain them the purer
morality and nigher feeling the desert, con-
trasted with the laxity and cﬁemml{ of city life,
and, :econdly, he was anxious for the preserva-
tion of their freedom. A tribe of wanderers in
the open desert is very much out of the reach of
danger "~ S5p. Com.

In the 35th chapter of Ld remiah, the prophet
utilizes lhu punctilious obedience to Jonadab's
precepts “m point a useful lesson for his own
people.  We can quite imagine that their black
tents, pitched in the open places of Jerusalem, had
attracted no slight degree of attention, and while
all men were talking of them, the prophet in-
vited them into the temple, and brought out into
clear relief their steady obedience to their ances-
tor's command,”—Sp. Com.,

lesson places in marked contrast the obadi-
#nce of the Rechabites to the command of their
ancestor, and the disobadience of the Jews to the
laws of Jehovah their God ; and then states the
consequences of each course of action.

THE OBEDIENCE OF THE RECHABITES, —v. 12-14

V. r2. Then—immediately after the test of
the loyalty of the Rechabites recorded in the pre-
ceding verses of the chapter. The date was B.c.
606, m the reign of Jehoikim, just before the
Jfirst captivity, in which Daniel and his compan-
ions were carried off to Babylon (see verse u.

ion one way or the other, on lhe rinking of wine
(for if we quoted this rln against wine, it
might be replied that it nlly against build-
ing houses and growing com,. yet the reasons for
abstaining from wine in our time are not the
weaker, The evils of drunkenness are so man
and so dreadful, that & Christian man may well
deem it Christian and ntedmu 1o forego what he
has a right to, for the sake of opposing a dread-
ful vice, and nlmglhcning the weak against it,”
Dr. John Hall in the Sunday School World,
Are psrlormod——" are established, i.e., are
maintained in full force.”—Sp. Com, Unto | bk
this day—a period of more than two hi
years.

THE DISOBEDILNCE OF THE JEWS,—V, 14, 15

V. 14. (continued). Notwithstanding. Here
the contrast between the faithfulness of the Re-
chabites and the perfidy of the Jews commences.
I have spoken unto yov. “ God Himself
speaking late and early by His various ways of
providence and grace, In verse 1§, and in 2
Chron. xxxvi, 15, a distinct mode of address is
alluded to, vis., God semding His servants"—
Fausset.

V.15, All My servants the prophets,
““The Rechabites had had but one law-giver,
l}:!cwl had had a succession of messengers ac-

ited unto them by God. Compare Matt. xxi,
3;03 "—Sp. Com. ylng~l'hr¢ethi s anly

required of His reople (1) Retarn, (2) Re-
formation, (3) Steadfastness ; and offered them
a glorious inheritance for their obedience. But
ye have not, & They would not even listen,
much less consider.

THE CONSEQUENCES TO EACH,—V, 15~19-
1. v the Yews—v. 16, 17.
V 16, Because . . _of their father.

“ This little company of Rec!uhnu, in their
faithfulness to their ancmur 's command for nearly

and Introduction to last lesson),
See last lesson.

V. 13. Thus saith the Lord of hosts.
‘The word for ‘“Aests” in Hebrew is Sabaoth,
(Rom. ix, 29 ; James v, 1) Sometimes it refers
to angels (Eph i, 215 Col. i, 16); sometimes to
the stars (Jer. xxxiii, 22, Isaiah xI, a’.); some-
times to m:rco ple (Exod. xii, 41). of
hosts " therelore includes all these, and is a grand
term, ex| ive of Jehovah's majesty and power.
Go and tell. ** , accompanied, as it
seems, by the main body of the Rechabites
18, |g‘v¢m into one of the courts of the tem, e.

re ¢ ddressed to the people the rebuke of
which we have the summary in the loﬂowm.
verses,"—Sp, Com. The test of the R

300 years, ad d a_terrible reproof to the
nation which had dureguded lhe lnhmlcly more
august and solemn law of God. The sons of
Jonadab rose up in that day of )Mgmml to con-
demn the people of Jerusalem."—S. G. Greem,

v, 17. The evil that T have pronounc-
ed—see Deat, xxvill,, Levit. xxvi., Jer, xxv, 8-
10. ** Sinners i umglnt that, because punishment
is delayed, it will not come ; but these evils, an-
nounced more than 800 years before, came to pass
at last,”  Felo

Note. —The lucher referring to the passage
named, may mm!oguc some of the various evﬂn
that were to come upon the disobedient Jews, and
impress these upon the memhm o( the class,

had been .q plied in a more private chamber,
(v ¢.) Wil yo not receive instruction ?
It is the of the wise to receive instruction
see .-. , | .iv. g'. 333 xv, 32, 33; Jer
xxxil, 335

V. 14. The wordlot Jonadab the sov. of
R hab, are recorded in verses 6

W
and 7 of this chapter. For his object in making this
id exaction, see Introduction. Cnmmandod
h sons not todrink wine. “ The drinking
wine was not bly forbidden so much on
(h~ nerh! o( the qnudon, whe(her it is good or
hnd. hcl. which also appears in the
-nd Iding, that producing it unplled
'.Lb(u, lﬂllllg upn landed property, mal
vineyards, a slow process, as one may see by
lu. v, I, 2, and mplm \vlne~pmuel and other
fixed time for wine to
"old." Nomndmncu make the water of
rock or spring and the milk of their herds their
h there are historic notices of Nab.
atheans who forbade com-planting, fruit-trees,
and houses, yu as we see by Gen. xxvii, 25, wine
was used by them, and com could be raised,

e | Mecen

2. 7o the R.

V. 18. Because *o hlvn obeyed the
commandment of Jonadab your father
&c. The teacher will not fail here to inculcate
filial obedience. Exod. xx, 12 ; Deut. xxvii, 16;
Prov. i, 8 ; vi, 20; Eph. vi, I- 3, &e.

V. rg. Shail not ‘want a man to stand
before Me for ever. Prof. Plumptre, in
Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, advances some
striking facts in wrpon of the view that ** the
Rechabites were solemnly adopted into the fami-

Ties of Israel, and were ized as incorporated
into the tribe of Levi”—the tribe whose office
expecullg;l was to stand ar: j:hunh (Deut.
x, 8). it taking the denot-

"{ of the Rﬂ:hllulel asa mbe, it has
been singularly ful6illed, The late Dr, Wolff, in
his journal says *“the Jews of Yemen told hlm.
in 1829, that he would find Rechabites living near

When hy with

wudnb, vhhmnllhem. Mousa by name, Dr,
olff convemd thus : *‘ Whose descendants lre
L’ <y .ﬁu ered, ‘' Come, and I will

W yoi,

from an Arabic Bible | should

umber. You see, thcvwdlol(heptophet have
been fulflled.”

May 5.—The Captivity of Judah —Jer.
lii, 1-11; B.C. 588,
aoLbEN TEXT.

.Imu-lm hath grievously vinned ; lhqr‘/m she (s
vemoved : honoured her, d-ﬁn , becauge
humhuuhh- m-ﬁomﬂhn‘

INTRODUCTORY,
Jaml chapter i u a sort of appe the
eremiah, whose auth as there
mled. emh with the last verse of nhe
chapter. It contains n-e sddiliunl to
those in chap, xxxix, and the histery ¢ “wn

catries

to a later date. The writer ollhiuddltlnul chap-
ter was probably Ezra, and it is almost identical
vnlhz)r:ms xxiv, 18:20, and xxv. The cap-
tivity of which our lesson treats, is the 4ird and
last captivity (B.c. 588). It il not be
again to trace the steps in {mn. history, leading
to the events here recorded, that having already
been done in the mlmductvry remarks on the
lesson for April 21st— ‘¢ Jeremiah in Prison "—
to which the teacher will kindly refer again.
EW: notice in xhe;’e‘l'mkn"ve;m&;l MM A's

vil Reign ; (2) 50 Besiggad ; and (3)
the King's Fate,

llD;KlAH! EVIL REIGN,—v. I-3,

V. 7. Zedekiah., The last king of Judah,
made king by Nebuchadnezzar, when he took the
child-king Jehoiachin captive, B.C. 599. Zede-
kiah's name was formerly Ma'taniah, and it was
chay in accordance k'“h meﬂl‘l;m cu-.;mr.

tributary ki mother's
name ':n Hlmllhl.““l'h was therefore |
brother of Jehoahaz (2 Kings xxiii, 31), but '
brother only o Jebnnkim (2 Klngl, nin
he was also the uncle of Jehoiachin, and . n
or Josiah. Of Jonmu of Libnah. Noth-
further is known of him, Libnah was one
o the cities taken by Joshua from the Canaanites,
situated in Judah about 30 miles south-west from
lerusalem.”  See Josh. x, 29, 305 x«i, 13+ 2

ings, viii, 22; xix, 8, 35.)

V. 2. Did that which was evil. Com-
pare 2 Chron. xxxv'. 12-13; jer. xxxvii, 2,

His chief recorded evils were (1) his refusal to
be guided in his political conduct by Je:emiah's
counsels, while nevertheless he admitted him to
be a true Jehovah p "l:yhet;é:c’hm xxxvi, 12 ;
Jer xxml, 2); (2) infraction of the
solemn oath of ml?‘ jection and allegiance to which
he had swom to Nebuchadnezzar, either at his

or :ooullernm (2 Chron. xxxvi, 13;

xvil, l} Com. According
to nll that ehollk m had done. Se.
2 Kings, xxiv, 1, 2; 2 Chron. xxxvi, 4-8,
hoiakim bad been the vassal of Rﬁm
kiah also courted an E-m
Babylon, which hud been ed to be
to er. xxvii, xxviii.)
hrough the lnnr of the Lord,

V.3
God at last to surrender

“y
to thei

Senacherib

blasted them by a breath, Bat

not Hezekiab ; ‘the peopie of Jerlnlcn were lot

what they had been ln carlier day
unlike [saiah, was not in pom.




