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bread. And so, in the presence of Ephraim, the
servant that Jehovah had used for this great
deliverance, took care not to speak of himself. He
devoted his attention to what God had done by
the hands of his brethren. ¢ What have I done
now,” said he, ““in comparison of you ? Is not the
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the
vintage of Abiezer?” He took the lowest place
and acknowledged the zeal for God which, after
all, they had shown to their honour; and the
humility of this servaat of God is thus the means
of removing a great difficulty. Let us act in a
similar way, and, when we speak of our brethren,
let us enumerate, not their failures, but what God
has wrought in them. Can I not admire Christ in
my brother when I see how God is dealing with
him, breaking him down so that, at all costs, what
characterized the Lord may be manifested in Him?
Nothing so appeases contention as seeing Chris¢
in others ; it is the result of a normal Christian
condition in the children of God,

Gideon and his companions encountered a
second difficulty far more trying than the previous
one. They were * faint yet pursuing,” experich-
cing, as to the outward man, that daily perishing,
which is the portion of believers in their testimony,
atthe same time pressing forward so as to reach the
goal, cost what it may (2 Cor. iv. 16 ; Phil.
iii. 12).

They reached Succoth, a city of Israel which
belonged to the tribe of Gad. Succoth rejected




