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among ten thousand and the one al­
together lovely ; God manifest in the 
flesh whom it is impossible not to 
adore, love, and obey.

This new life therefore manifests 
itself m new views of God, of Christ, 
of sin, of holiness, of the world, of 
the Gospel, and of the life to come • 
in short of all those truths which God 
has revealed as necessary to salvation 
Ihis spiritual illumination is so im­
portant and so necessary and such an 
immediate effect of Regeneration, 
that spiritual knowledge is not only 
represented in the Bible as the end 
of regeneration (Col. iii. 10 ; I Tim 
"V4!'. but the whole of conversion 
which is the effect of regeneration is 
summed up in knowledge.”

Now if these things are so, when 
would our common sense and our 
ideas of God’s mercy, goodness and 
justice suggest that the burden of sin 
should be reunved and the 
vellous change ccnp.ehended in 
regeneration be wrought in the soul 1 
At our starting out in life, or at some 
indefinite point of time along the 
track of existence ? Surely it does 
seem somewhat inconsistent to exhort 
an individual to lead a holy life and 
yet not lie able to comfort him with 
the assurance that he can do so 
because at some particular time of hi ’
Ute lie has been regene-ated and re­
newed in the faculties of his soul.

regenerate.
“It is clear” says Calvin, -that in- 

■ ants who are saved must first 
regenerate. For if they bear a 

corrupt nature from their mother’s 
womb they must be purged of it be­
fore entering God’s kingdom where 
nothing, entereth polluted or 
defiled. It is true he afterwards 
departed somewhat from this doc­
trine maintaining that elect infants 
ying before the age of reason wheth­

er baptued or not, were certainly
regenerate, but that baptism if 
administered was given not to make 
hem sons of God but to receive 

them into the Church In any case 
we might again ask, why may not 
that be done in and through the 
sacrament which is admitted to be 
done without it 1 For Luther, though 
he denies or sometimes seems to deny, 
that Baptism takes away sin, yet 
maintains that in the case of infants,
iuhizrdof f*“b'"diti'
cerned here.
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we are specially con-mar-

The Catholic Church therefore h 
always tough* that infants are fit 
sutyects for regeneration, but in the 
case of adults she has ever required 
the exercise of repentance and faith, 
or cooperation with God’s actual and 
preventing graces, before the Holy 
fcpint destroys sin in the soul, im- 
parts the principle of a new life, and 
infuses His sanctifying grace. In 
their case she does require conscious
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