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haw an average of $<137 of deposits, sevcr.il having Since life insurance become so genera the lift 
over $800 of deposits to each $100 of capital, and companies have been compelled to adop pecial 
"in of them, over $"*>0. precaution^ against suffering loss from po' hold-

Another group of 4 hanks whose paid-up capital ers ending their own life by a criminal act 4 in.
frequently, it is believed, with the deliberal mten-ritns from $2.00,.,t**> to $2,500,000 have an aggre­

gate capital of Sifi.4',7.<»«i and deposits $100.850,- 
wliich slvxis an average of $<>12 deposits to

lion of robbing an insurance company.
The whole basis of life insurance is un i lined 

each Si,»i of capital. In this group we have two In this terrible double crime. The contt t he- 
hanks who each have over $<**1 of deposits for $100 tween a life insurance company and a polk

iiuiilies that his life will be continued in the nan 
course until ended by accident, or si .kites* The 
medical examination of an applicant for life assur- 
ance implies that the prospect of life as rex,., I bv

IKK),

of capital
\ t!ur I group of 7 banks whose paid-up capital 

ranges from $1.000,000 to $1,500,000, have an ag- 
gregatc capital of $8.871 x*X), and deposits. $51,- 
2i*v«'i which gives an average of $588 deposits to such examination constitutes an essential elen nt in 
each Snx) of capital. Xllliough the average of tins the contract embodied in the policy. Were pus-
group is a smaller amount than that of the two 
others, which include large banks, there is nui­

sible to diagnose the mind of an applicant an 1 were 
such search to reveal a latent tendency, or di-c ncr 
a half-formed resolution to commit suicide, the ap­
plication would be peremptorily declined. This be- 
in>g impossible, the tife companies have to run the 
ti-k of being defrauded by a policy-holder’s lini ng 
his life in order to secure the premature pavnent 
to his heirs of the amount of his policy.

bank whose deposits average $1.236 for each $100 
of capital, which is the highest proportion in the 
entire list.

Taking the same groups’, we get the following 
averages of their ratio of current loans and dis­

ions 1 . capital which are placed alongside the de­
posit figure* lor comparison:

eirrulwie# ei«rh fini 
-■I re|dUl

The stipulations which life companies havv .1 iopt- 
dUrmi'n!.t<. v<l for thvtr protection against this risk are various,
ofScM|îu|l but. however strictly worded, they arc lialilv t • be

v 9 $4.37 $'it4 sl t w*lvn a <h*putc arises by the toc» general
habit of juries of giving a erdict against an insur- 

612 671 ance company which is defending itself against
him; .ihh «30 fraud.

, .. ... . . From the tabulated statistics published in theSo far as circulation goes, there will he a gradual . , %l
I . .1 , v 1 spectator In Mr. Frederick !.. Monman. it is t«><»r M- fr mi tin- tune onward to the early part of \o- ..

, , , . manifest that, as he savs. “there is an inert.t<mg\ember when the percentages of the two lesser
gfouj* xxill lie close upon too. amt the whole aver­
age xxill prohabh he «f» fier cent, or over.

m vxlio interest themselves in studying the 
relative viidit ons of hanks «if various degrees of 
ma o' tv'v. . s ju lged In the proportion of their 
capital to their reserve fund, circulation, deposits 
ami loans, the above «lata an I the annexed table of 
statist cs will have special value.

Amount «if to .1l-|M»llF to 
mch Sl«m of capital.

AllmM
UHOl 1*8.

Group I. Hi t ank-*,
C*|nlal, 3 lo 14 millions. 

Group 2. 7 l'âiik*.
('apiinl, 2 lu 24 million. 

Gr« up 3, 7 l-ank * ,
< it pit h1, I to If iiiil'iens..

, propensity t,i self-murder among the population of 
1 the Vnitnl Stales." as appears from the average 

number of suicides having risen from 12.0 per inv 
ixm of population in 181*) to ib.o in 11)00, and to 
105 in me-4 We are disposed to attribute 
P1 riant i i this deplorable increase to the greater 

now taken in compiling statistics than 
customary in former wars. Ilttt a rise from 12 
per 11,0.000 to M.5 : an increase of over fio per cent., 
m 14 xears can hardly be accounted for In the 
ti e, rx of imperfect records in tlu- earlier tear 

"It i* a cpicsfioti," says Mr. Huitman, “and a 
a b e n i r the psxehologist and student of human

To t In 1

si mie

ca vr

StiUIDE QUrSTIONS AND STATISTICS.

Xmi ni ,*t the ipii stiinis xxh ell have been made tile 
snbj.ct of scient fie enquiry by life assurance must 
Pc t-a'oe1 ill. t f mi 1 dr In earlier years this Ingtt 
brins «iiliject w:s never discussed from anx stand- 

11: in- lie ■!, c .1!, or actuarial. It'was th • cus- 
m to a it.l it an I h*li 11 mr tlu- body of a suicide 

x itb l -rille bretdlx. the intent being, presumahlv, 
to sir 11 : rtor i- t 1 the minds of any who were
eon rmp'atm , this crime and 
r mm.«si m.

In an nt t m-s it wa* n n at all uncommon for 
■ ■ •• the "i *' I *' ii Tiiishvd c'tizcns to commit
svici r I <t rx reci i ds • evcral notable instances 
i f •! s in pa ' in t nn - when the sacre Iness of human 
l « ■ xx-s 11 n recognised.

s' c ety to answer, why this tendency towards -v'i- 
m-r h-r should persist under present day conditions 

1 except onal prosperity, material well-being and 
•xt 'i l- diffvsed wealth among the masses."

W e fr, r the idea underlying the above rein irks
•s n Itollx mis um I. Present day conditions of pros­
per ty. material well-being, diffuse I wealth ar, no 
antidot - t , the morb d impulses which inspir. *eli- 
-nurd.r. Those vonditioits rather stimulate t!i,,«e 
-n-n bi s bx creating desire-, ambitions, and ia-t,< 

"I’ch destr -y the contentment and trust in l'i ,vi- 
e xx I xli confer the m ral health and str :14th 

.'bill ;;r. infillible safeguards against suie dal ni-

preventing its

<
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