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A Trip Through the Luther Country
I. EISLEBEN THE BIRTH-PLACE OF THE REFORMER

FREDERICK E. MALOTT

simply visiting a few of former first saw the light still stands, 
e date of his birth was November 10th. 
3. What the street wast then 
o not know, but it is now calle 
man who made the town famous. At 

16 Luther Strasse a tablet may be seen 
his birthday.
•lean student 

burg University, who was my 
companion, 1 climbed the stair 
the “ birth room,” paid the 
German maiden the 
shown the books, MSS., and other 

mementoes that 
have transformed 
this rudely-fur­
nished room Into a 
"Luther museum."

Later we visited 
the Church of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, 
In the rear of the 
birth-house, 
the infant was 
baptised the day 
after his birth, and 
in which he after- 

preached his 
nation doc-

8*1)

ght, breezy morning In 
took train from Halle for 

. An hour's run brought me 
n and a fifteen minute w 
Ing road brought me to t_. 

Bordering the roadway were 
1 villas of modern style and de- 

aterlal ; but I had no 
proper than I 
ack to the 16th

are two towns, 
ithln the othe

ian life, by 
the larger cities.

Elsleben, to-day, boasts of a population 
of some 30,000. It is situated In the 
County of Mansfeld, In Saxony 
the centre of a district rich li 
ore. Mining has for centu 
chief Industry of the district, 
the town is Interestln 

ugh to repay a v: 
me to the pla

a brlTT was. on 
I May that 
* Klsleben.

Th<
141 called 

d afterI d 
the

alk
the

tlon
dnd

to the sta

rles beenbcautlfu 
tldedly modern 
sooner reached 
seemed to be transported b 
century.

orating : 
n Amer

mmemo 
With a Mar- 

lllng 
leading to 

fat-cheeked 
usual fee and was

ItselfIn
ndthe nough a tPdislt; but 

ace was not Its
natural beauty, but the fact tha 
the birthplace of Martin Luther.

Industr 
but the fact that$ lity there 

erg, one w 
1, the other

In; Nurem_ 
tnedlsva 
modern. The old 
town still looks as 
It did four centur­
ies ago. Unchanged 
are the streeti 
paved with roug- 
cobble stones. Un­
changed are the

>

er old dwell- 
s and shops that 

overhang the 
row w1n dI 
streets. Tile ro 

ched and re-
i

Reform 
trines. Th 
which he wa 
tlzed was the ft 
of St. Martin. It 
was this coinci­
dence that gave 

boy his name. 
Farther down 

the street and near 
the market-place 
we visited the 
house where 
Luther died. Not 
far distant Is the 
Church of St. 
drew, where 

ached his last 
on, and In 

market-place

pat
patched, are every­
where In evidence, 
with their queer 
little windows 
stuck here and 
there up 
very peak.

On this particu­
lar morning prep­
arations were In 
progress for the 
Pentecost festivi­
ties. Men and

!l

women were 
sweeping the 
streets with coarei 
brooms! window

An-
he

stands a statue, 
designed by 

In 1883 to his

were being washed, 
een boughs were 

-_jng set up In

Ger
the celebration 
Imitation of 
od.

HOUSE IN WHICH MARTIN LUTHER WAS BORN. 
Photo by Mr. Malottbe!

houses, shops 
churches. The Slemerung, and erected 

memory.
Little did 

know on that nli 
that the babe born 
peasants was to make 
famous.

Crowded out by the 
Hans Luther, with his 
Elsleben when t 
months old. and 
about six miles distant. Here the early

was the mining Industry that drew 
and Margaret Luther (or Luder, as

mans, to this day. keep 
of this church festival 
the ancient Jewish

It

they were then called) hither In the year 
1483. They had lived at Mtthra, among 
the Thurlnglan hills, near Eisenach, a 
mining district also. But the richer 
mines of Mansfeld county attracted these 
sturdy Saxon peasants northward. At 
Elsleben they settled first. Here they 
made a brief stay, but during that brief 
sojourn their eldest son Martin 
The old bouse In which the great Re-

up
In sfolk of Elsleben 

In November, 1483, 
those humble Saxon 

their little town

the town
ght

An elght-day vacation 
lectures had given me 
of visiting “ The Luther 
the occasion was made d 
Ing by the opportunity 
studying, In this rural community, the 
customs of the people. After all one does 
not see Germany, nor does he get to know

from university 
this opportunity 

Country,” and 
oubly Interest- 

lt gave me of
Inrush of miners, 

wife and babe, left 
the child was but six 

removed to Mansfeld,was born.
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