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NOTE AND COMMENT

The consumption of liquors In New-
foundland in 1871 was 212,616 gallons.
or 1.32 gallons per capita. The con-
sumption for 1908 was 1563.427 gallons,
or .63 gallons per capita.

Out of “200 men and women who
have rece ved training In the Moody
Bible Institui, 460 are now on the
missionary flel s under the direction
of the various | ards or In connectlon
with independen: missions.

.

In Budapest the Hungarian Govern-
ment has bullf 400 houses for workmen
on real estate obtained from the elty
at a very low price, These houses
contain 192 flats; seventy-nine have
each two rooms and a kitchen, and ihe

others one room ana kitchen. The rent’

of these flats Is between $60.90 and
$81.20 a year. The buildings were
constructed at a cost of $208,000,

Bome tyears ago Sir Wilfrid Lawson
told In the British Parllament of «
little girl who prayed that God would
protect the little birds, and keep them
from entering the trap her brother
had set. “Do you think God will an-
swer that prayer?’ she was asked. ‘1
am sure He will,” she confidently re-
plied. “What makes you so sure?”
“I smashed the trap!” How many «f
Satan's traps have been destroyed?

A correspondent of the “Manchester
(England) Guardian™ hears “on good
authority” that Mr. Balfour's former
sympathies on the question of woman's
suffrage have been weakened by the
militant tactics, and that he Is now
for practical purposes an opponent.
Perhaps the truth is (adds the corres-
pondent) that while Mr. Balfour would
be strongly pressed by his family, in-
cluding Mr. Gerald Balfour, to take
up the suffrage question, he would
have to face a formidable opposition
In any cabinet that he might form.

Africa now has 2,470
who are assisted by 13.089 native
Christian  workers.  There are 4,789
of worship, 22/,166 communi-
and 527,790 professed adnerents,
4,000 missionary scnoals t.eie
L, 890 puplls, and  tuere uuder
misslonury dircction ninety-tive hos.
pitals and sixteen printing establish-
ments. In Uganda, which was a pagan
and unexplored country thiit; years
4go, one-omif of the 700,000 popuia-
ton are eurolled as Christians. Out
of 700,000 population Cape Co.ony has
200,000 negro Caristiais. .

missionaries

In Persia it will be remembered that
Russia took the opportunity of the dis-
turbed condition of affairs to serd
troops in the northern portion of the
country and to the capital. She pro-
bably intended to support the Shah,
but the Constitutionalists were too
strong, perhaps, for the Russ'an foree,
and Russia acquiesces in the chanrge of
‘government. But her troops remain,
and she is gradually assuming control
of the northern portion of the terri-
tory, which the new government Is
powerless to prevent. In time she will
annex a large part of Persia.

The Turkish Government has otfi-
clally Pﬁrlldlltsd liability for the for-
e claims In connection with the
A massacres, It had, however
ID:NDI"IIM’ $600,000 for damages and
indemnity to the sufferers, but none of
the money has yet boen pald. Al
though this sum would probably be
very inadeguate, its payment would
have an excellent effect In showing
the sy.wpathy of the new Turkish Gov-
ernment and in discovraging fiture
outbreaks, This is a d'fficult matter
to deal with, It is cla'med, and now
generally belleved, that the Adana
massacres occurred by the direct order
of the deposed Sultan.

Della M. GHbert has abruptly re-
signed her position as high priestess
of the new and independent Christian
Sclence church, Questioned by a re-
porter, Mrs. Gilbert sald: *I am drop-
ping the whole buginess. 1 don't feel
strong enough to cairy out this reform
movement, It seems to me I did en-
ough In exposing the sham of Mrs.
Eddy's leadership and the frauds p
petrated In her name. But, never fear,
the work 1 started will surely be c¢r -
ried out by others.

The expedition sent out by the Brit-
fsh Museum two years ago to study
the native tribes in Kasal Lasin, a
vast unknown area of the Congo Free
State, took out with them a small En-
glish  clock-work  elephant, which
greatly impressed the natives. In ev-

«ery village the exhibition of this ele-

phant, with its movable trunk . and
legs, evoked t) e greatest Interest ard
surprise, not anmixed with fear. All
the Inhabitants of the villag: would
come out when they heard that the
white man was going to show them his
“medicine,” but they were always
careful never to go near the mysteri-
ous toy,

Much of this world’s sadness comos
from things that ought not to bring
lasting sadness at all,—ich as poverty,
and disease, and death. And that which
is saddest of all is often least sorrow-
ed over. “There is nothing sad but
sin,” sald Charles W,_Gordon (“Ralph
Connor”) to an audlence of Christian
people who had gathered to cot sider
methods of leading their fellow-beings
into the service of the only Conqueror
of sin. Why should. we let our lives
be saddened by those orderings of God
which He can make Into blessings for
us If we will? And why should we
welcome into our lives that death-
blight which ls the sure cause of the
only sadness worthy of the name?

Referring to the country fairs, the
‘Patrie’ deplores the gambling which is
sllowed there in a number of cases,
and says: “One really cannot under-
stand how such an abuse can so open-
ly exist. What Is the matter with the
provincial police? Its officers cannot
be ignorant of what takes place, since
they are on the grounds. In many
places the ministers who attend the
fairs may have been eyewitnesses
themselves. In the name of the whole
better element of our country districts,
we draw the attention of the Attorney-

General to theése flagrant violations
of the law. In the interest of public
morals and for the good of the agri-

cultural classes, these abuses must he
repressed. Let the government hot
hesitate to take a firm attitude. it
needed, let it refuse the usual grant
to those agricultural societies which
for the sake of a paltiy meney eon-
sideration, may persist in sheltering
such an infamous trade.”

The largest no-license city in the

world is Worcester, Mass. The Chris-
a izes the

as fol-

tian World
benefits during the last year
lows:

A decrease of more than one-half in
arrests for drunkenness. Noticeable
diminution of arrests for assault and

In the China Inland Mission, which
was commenced forty-four years ago,
there are now 928 foreign missionar-
les residing at 210 stations. During
the past year, forty-five new worke

Joined the miss) three mi es
dled and fourteen retired. Since the
e t of the missi ,

Chinese have been received Intd

church fellowship, and of these, more
than 21,000 survive. During the year
1908, there were reecelved 2,507 into
fellowship,

Clvilization Is advancing, The Fed-
eral Union of the South Afriean Col-
onles, with Cape Town as the seat of
its Legislature and Pretoria of its
Government, Is a most satisfactory
constitutional outcome of years of hat-
red and suspicion, culminating In a
most regrettable war. There Is now
no reason why a free and united people
possessing a constitutional government
of the most modern form should not,
on a foundation of peace and progress,
develop the resources of the country
—make It increasingly profitable and
attractive to Immigrants and extend
the blessings of law and order am-
ongst the native tribes. South Africa
offers a great field for religious enter-
prise under the new regime—safe-
guarded by British Institutions.

The Independent relates an amusing
incident illustrative of the absurditics
and inconsistencies of ignorance and
superstition. The Emperor of Ger-
many purchased a fine site on Mount
Zion for $20,000 and gave it to the
German Benedictine Order. On it they
have buillt a spiendid church and a
spacious convent. But there was need-
ed a chime of bells for the campanile.
and that had been presented, but tae
Turkish Government. liberal it Is.
refused to aliow the bells to be
mounted, instigated by the dervishes.
who declared that their ringing would
distvrb the sleep of King David, and
that he would rise and bring down
some terrible calamity on the country
But there happened to come to Jeru-
salem a large party of German travel-
ers or pilgrims, who visited the con
vent and learned of tae trouble; and
without _asking anybody's permission
fifty of Mhem—dogtors, lawyers, mei-
chants. and even members of the
Reichstag—haunled away at the ropes
and reised the bellg to the!r place in
the tower, over which the German flay
was floating. Then thev repaired to
the church and sang, “ Grosser Gott.
wir loben dich.” The vall was vers
The thing had been done

the German -Embassv at
Constantinople used its good officer
and there the bells stay, and still King
David sleeps soundly.

The Rev. Robert Law, B.D, of Laur-
Iston Place United Free Church, Edin-
burgh, has published a sermon on
Presbyterian reunion, which he preach-
ed recently. Here Is a suggestive ex-
tract: “I am not presumptuous en-
ough to suggest any basis of unlon;
but I am certain that since the prin-
ciple of spiritual Independence and the
prineiple of natioral religion are hoth
true, they cannot be irreconcilable in
practice. If we would only cease for
a while repeating our respec'lve shih-
bolethe of Establishment, and Dises-
tablish , and endervor to graso the

battery, Y, ad P
port, disturbing the peace. Half as
many alcoholic patlents treated at the
city hospital. Deaths from aicoholl

vital realitiees of the situation: If we
could set the clearest heads and warm-
est hearts on both sl to think out

diminished from thirty to six (and two
of those came Immediately after no-
license went into effect). Decrease of
seventeen per cent. in the gereral
death-rate of the city., The city's
manufacturers almost a urit in assert-
ing that no-license has meant better
workmanship and fewer workers dis-
charged. The city's grocers declare
that, in spite of the business depres-
glon, their bills are paid more promptly
than before. - Fewer inmates in the
jall than for twenty previous years.

the p al to tell us what
spiritual Independence meant at the
disruption, but what it necessl'ates and
implies to-day, and not what natlonal
religion stood for In the days of John
Knox, but how It may be realized In
this complex modern world—I feel con-
fident that we should find ourselves to
be nearer to each other than we sup-
pose, and that on neither side would
union Involve sacrifice of essential
principle, or any sacrifice that ought
not cheertully to be made.”




