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When the Mountains Were Made.,

The Pliocene pariod, or third sub-di-
vision of the Tertiary epoch, was mark-
ed by a wonderful change in the mani-
festations of nature, and consequently
by wonderful geographical alterations.
The world had, up to this period, ber
divided into land and water, but with the
land more or less level  Mountains had
Litherto been unknown. But now came
terrible subterraneen convulsions. The
outer crust was cooled and hardened,
and as the boiling and seething mass
within needed vent through which the
compressed steam might escape, the
hardened erust would be forced upward
and a voleano would burst forth. Tt is
believed, thero Licing strong presumptive
evidence in favor of the fact, that up to
this period the portion of the earth now
occupied by Furope was a vast sea, filled,
perhaps, by numerons islands of more or
less extent. The European Continent
gradually emerged from this Geep, while
the chains of mountains were foread up-
ward by an internal force. Fossil shells
are found upon the Pyrenees at a height
of 8,000 feet; on the Alps at a height of
10,000 feet; while in Sicily, the newer
Pliocene rocks, covering nearly half the
surface of the island, are raised from
2,000 to 3,000 feet above the level of
the sea. Tn the Andes and the Hima-
layas the same evidence is found of their
having been raised upward by voleanie
retion, as fossil sheils are found on the
former at a height of 18,000 feet, and
on the latter at 18,000 feet. Tn the Cen-
tral Alps Cretaceous, Oolitie, Tiassio,
#nd Focene strata are found at the lofti
est summits.  Oolitic and  Cretaceons
strata have been raised 12.000 feet, Fo-
eeme 10,000 feet, and Miocens 4,000
feet and 5.000 feet above the level of
the sea. Equally striking proofs of re-
cent elevatign are found inethe Apen-
nines, the celebrated Carrara marble
turning ont to be an altered limestone of
the Oolitic series, and the underlying
crystalline rocks to he metamorphosed
secondary sandstones and shales.—The
Argosy .

The trainine of Sabbath-school teach-
ers is hecoming more and more a live
question. Tt is being agitated npon both
sides of the Atlantic. There are many
well aualified teachers in all onr denom-
inational Sunday schools, Preshyter-
ians have a large share of them, but
many more are needed. Plans are in
operation for their multiplication, Fa-
cilities and opportunities for develoning
the teaching spirit and faenlty are in-
creasing.  Tf piety and fervor are of the
first importance, aptness to teach holds
ne subordinate place in religions in-
struction.  Spiritual teachine and off-
cient teachine must go hand in hand if
the hest resnlts are to ha snenred,
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Men’s fanlts do seldom to themselvas
appear.—Shakespeare,

Domini~n Preshyterians Prosper
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posal was also mildly put. It was mere-
ly that the Assembly would allow the
college to look about for another pre-
fessor, who should relieve Professor Bal-
lantyne of a part of the {'ouble duties
now imposed on him. Even this most
mild request went through the commit-
tee stage.

Queen’s.—It has become a chronic
plaint of Queen’s that she is neglected
in the yearly ministrations. She frankly
seid this year that she could no loager
live on resolutions, and so had doter
mined to do sune foraging on her own
account. Tf the Clentury Fund went on
she would loyally join forces with it,
but she must huve supplies, and that im-
mediately. She, too, asked for the rati-
fication of her appointment of a new pro-
fessor, and many appreciative words
were spoken of Dr. Jordan, whom the
Preshytery of Sarnia was instructed to
release and the Presbytery of Kingston
to induct as the new professor there.

Montreal.—Montreal had a good re-
port, and it was ably presented by one
of her distingnished graduates, Dr. Her-
ridge. He deprecated the remark of a
previous speaker, Mr. John Charlton,
that there are too many colleges, and
that it would be wise to consolidate and
have one, or at most two well-equipped
theological halls, Rather the success of
each depended upon the maintenance of
its individuality, and its sustained am-
bition to be in the lead. Dr. Robertson’s
speech in support of the adoption of the
report was a characteristic one. He be-
gan all right, and his coneluding sen-
tence was pertinent, but all between the
opening and closing sentences was art-
fully utilized in behalf of the cause of
Home Missions

Morrin.—The Quebees College an-
nounced that it had put up the shutters,
and that a well-appointed property was
on the market, or rather on the hands
of the proprietors to do as might be
deemed best. We hope some method
may be devised to send the governors
back to take the shutters down, and to
begin life again under better auspices.
A committee is busy with the problem.

Halifax.—The college by the sea, the
oldest of the C'anadian family, had an
excellent report, and it was very ably
presented by a man who looks as if the
third decad» were still before him. A
strong, clear face, a resolute yet res-
pectful bearing, a manly voice and well-
chosen English, combined to make a
favorable impression on the Assembly
for the Rev. Robert Faleoner, recently
eppointed to a chair there. Halifax has
built a new hall, and is justly proud of
it. She is proud, too, and with equally
good right, of her eleven graduates this
year, every one of whom is a graduate
in Arts.

The proposal to bring up the queeti

409

act a8 Moderator of any Church Court
received scant courtesy. Rev. L. H.
Jordan presented the overture from the
Presbytery of Toronto, not asking for
any one or the other decision, but sim-
ply that the Supreme Court should pro-
nounce upon the question and settle the
matter finally. Tt was most courteous
and able presentation. Dr. Laing fol-
lowed, and urged that it be sent to a
committee, who should report to next
Assembly. Before the last syllable was
uttered, a stentorisn voice shouted,
“Agreed!” Some balf dozen other
voices chimed in, the rest of the Assem-
bly was silent, but the motion was de-
clared carried. 'We should like to have
seen a vote. The decision was in mark-
od contrast to the presentation.

Friday evening is always dovoted to
Foreign Missions. The report was of the
usual character, full of a sense of great
responsibility, snd ureently asking for
increased support. The appointment of
five additional missionaries, to whom ref-
erence has already heen mnade in the Do-
minion Preshyterian, was a pleasing fea-
ture; also the announcement that the
working balance had increased to some
$30,000.  May it continue to grow
with increasing rapidity.

Mr. J. T. Taylor, one of the two mis-
sionaries appointed, was introduced to
the Assembly, but there was no time to
heay even his voice.  When will the
Conveners learn to submit their reports
in a few well-chosen businesslike sen-
tences, and leave time to hear men fresh
from the work, whose voices are only
heard once in a decade?

The speakers this year were Rev.
Hugh MecKay, of Round TLake, and
Rev. J. Wilkie, of Tndore. Mr. Mo
Kay’s address was almost startling in its
intensity. The man himself was a ser-
mon. His deepset, earnest eyes, look-
ing out over the audience, made one
think of the Old Testameni prophet.
And when he spoke every word fell like
a living coal upon the tense, sensitive
ear, It was positively painful at times
to listen to him. His description of the
missionary’s visit to the new settlement,
through the storm, was a piece of the
most vivid word-painting we have ever
listened to. We can see Muirhead yet,
as he got out and felt for the tmail in
the darkness of night and storm. And
for weird, tender beauty, what could sur-
pass the prayer he heard as he bent over
the unconscious old Indian woman, dead
already to things of the present world,
groping her way toward the brightness
she saw afar off, and seeking for one to
guide her. “I lent my ear,” said Mr. .
MeKay, “to listen, and T heard her say-
ing: ‘O Jesus, take my hand. Have you
got it?  Oh, yes. THold it fast! T
shall be all right now!” She was only
an old, despised Indian squaw. Yet -
within her breast there was a beautiful
faith, simple, yet strong, in her Lord.”

of the eligibility of the ruling elder to
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