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\fter his return to Cumberland House
in this vear, he had the advantage of the

society of one Philip Turner, a surveyor

as the north shore of

who had been sent out by the IHudson
Jay Company to make a survey of Lake
\thabasca, and under him he devoted

himself heartily to the study of practical
During that winter he took
’ for the latitude and
¢ of Cumberland House, and the
position which he determined for it is the
which it now oceupies in the latest
maps published by the Canadian Govern
ment tl

astronomy

many

longi
sanu

ugh the position has varied
areatly in the maps which have been pub
lished lie intervening one hundred
ind twenty vears

In 1791, he returned to York Factory,
where he remained for more than a year
n the fur trade and filling in all
his spare time with taking astronomical

ass1sting

observation<. In 1792 he again left York
Factory, but this time he went into what
he calls the “Muskrat Country,” which
lies west of Nelson River, between Sas
katehewa nd Churchill Rivers, wher
he spent the following winter. In 1793

OUT WHICH THOMPSON MUST HAVE PORTAGED

he returned to the Saskatchewan, spend
ing the winter at a place called Bucking
ham  House, about halfway between
Battleford and Edmonton; and the fol
lowing summer he made a survey of the
river down to Cumberland House, thus
adding a considerable stretch to the part
of the river he had already surveyed be
low that point

The next three years were spent in the
Muskrat country, making surveys of all

the lakes and streams that he passed
through in his search for furs. These
surveys extended northward as far as

Reindeer Lake and westward to the east
end of Lake Athabaska, where he con
nected with the survey previously made
by his tutor, Mr. Turner.

The vear in which he made this latter
survey would seem to have been a poor
one for fur returns, and his superior offi
cer in the company probably thought he
had neglected the fur trade in the inter-
est of exploration, so he gave orders that
the surveying must be discontinued. This
Thompson refused to agree to, and as his
second term of engagement was expiring,
he withdrew from the service of the Hud
son Bay Company and entered that of the



