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and to backsliders wishing to return to the

communion of the church. It must not be

forgotten that this power of binding and .

Joosing is not confined to Peter. On ano-

ther occasion, our Lord applied the same

remark to the disciples, saying, "Whatever

ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in

Ij^ven, and whatsoever ^e shall loose on

iiall be loosed in heaven."* But we

„ _-^otice, Secondly, The confirmation

if this power when exercised. As to the

declarative part o^ it^ no doubt can for a

moment be entertained, but that he that be-

Jieveth, experiences the commencement,

and looks for the completion of Salvation i

whilerhe that believeth not, is. condemned

already, and shall hereafter be damned. As

to the absolute part of this power, no one.

who examines the New Testament will de-

ny that Communion with the visible Church,

is of prime importance, and that excommu-

nication, exclusion ftom such communion,

WUEN PROPERLY PERFORMED ACCORD-

ING TO THE TRUTH OF* THE GoSPEL, IS

more awful than Is perhaps generally im^

gined. God confirms the exercise of the
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