X INTRODUCTION

reaches out and binds; and so small is the place that every square
foot of it almost—even where the potato sprouts, and the potato
is Jersey's greatest friend—is identified with some odd incident,
some naive circumstance, some big, vivid, and striking histor-
ical fact. Behind its rugged coasts a little people proudly hold
by their own and to their own, and even a Jersey criminal has
more friends in his own environment than probably any other
criminal anywhere save in Corsica; while friendship is a passion
even with the pettiness by which it is perforated.

Reading this book again now after all these years, I feel con-
vinced that the book is truly Jersiais, and T am grateful to it for
having brought me out from the tyranny of the field in which I

first sought for a hearing,




