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4 THE HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN
But it did not appear op the top of the nearer bank within the
usual Hi>ace of three minutes, which ftequent obBetyation had
enabled me to aacertain was the medium time for crowinff the
bridge and mounting the ascent When double that siwoe
had elapsed, I became alarmed, and walked hastily forward iU
I came in sight of the bridge, the cause of deUy waii too
manifest, for the Somerset had n-^de a summerset in good
earnest, and overturned so completely, that it was literally
resting upon the ground, with the roof undermost, and the
four wheeb m the air. The ' exertions of the guard and coach-
man, both of whom were matefiiUy commemorated in the
newspapers, having succeeded in disentangling the horses bv
cutting t»-9 hamMs. were now proceeding to extricate the 'in-
sides by a sort of summary and Ca-sarean process of delivery,
forcing the hinges from one of the doors which they could not
open otherwise. In this mamier were two disconsoUte damsels
set at liberty from the womb of the leathern conveniencv. Ae
thev immediately began to settle their clothes, which

'

ere a
little rtoranj?e<l, as may be presumed, I concluded they had re-
eeive.1 iio injury, and did not venture to obtrude my services
ut their toilette, for which, I uiulorstand, I have since been
reflectetl upon by the fair sufferers. The ' outsides,' who must
Iiave been discharjred from their elevated situation by a shock
resembling the springing of a mine, escaped, nevertheless, with
the usual allowance of scratches and bruises, excepting three,
who, having been pitcbel ii.uj the river «*^ider, were dimb^
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Rari apparent Dantet in guigite vasto.

I applie«l TT
. )or exertions where they seemed to be most

needcMl and with the assistance of one or two of the coreDany
who had escaped unhnrt, ea*^;ily succeeded in fishing out two of
the untortunate passtMigerw, who were stout active young feilowP •

ami but for the preposterous length of their greatcoats, and
the eiiually fashionable latitude and longitude of their WelHnc-
t..n trousers, would have rejiuired little assistance from any oneIhe third was sickly and elderly, and might have perished but
tor the efforts used to preserve him.
When the two greatcoated gentlemen had extricated them-

selves from the nver, and shaken their ears like huge water-
dogs, a violent altercation ensued betwixt them and the
coachman and guard, concerning the cause of their overthrow


