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^ The flfit paper " he iayi (I) ** was Written at

«

time when the subject was entfatJy new; scarce ever
broupht forward to consideration here in EngUndt
and ./hen authentic accounts d the true state of the
country, as possessed by the English and French
w»e with great difficulty, if at aH to be obtained

;

and I may venture to say, uttc V unknown to our
military."

In his dedication to his papers which he first

pubtohedin J764,he (rccly attributes the source of
his ideas to the men of experience whom he met at
the Convention of 1754. (2)
"When If *^ad an opportunity of conversing

with and know..ig the sentiments of, the commis-
sioners of the several Provinces in North America
convened at Albany ; of learning from their expe-
rience and judgment, the actual state of the Ame-
rican business and interest ; of hearing amongst
them the grounds and reasons of that American
union which they had under deliberation, and tran*-
mitted the plan of to England ; I then conceived the
idea and saw the necessity ofa general British union.
I then first mentioned my sentiment on this subject
to several of those commissioners and at the same
ttoc first proposed my consideration of a general
plan of a British union."

(1) Sm Ui a|>pradlz No. Vn.

(2) DwUatton P. Xm of The AdmlnWraUon of the Brittah Colonlest

In cUef "a Vice Admiral of Hli Majerty't Province, of MuMchusetti

fiwSlto.^ "^ Lk««en*nt Goveraof of New Je»«T. London,


