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Moonbeams from the Larger Lunacy

one—in fact the only one—to receive the
prize of a cheque of a thousand guineas. To
other competitors we may have given, inad-
vertently perhaps, a bag of sovereigns or a
string of pearls, but to this story alone is
awarded the first prize by the unanimous deci-
sion of our judges.
When we say that the latter body included
two members of the Cabinet, two Lords of the
Admiralty, and two bishops, with power in
case of dispute to send all the MSS. to the Czar
of Russia, our readers will breathe a sigh of
relief to learn that the decision was instant
and unanimous. Each one of them, in reply
to our telegram, answered immediately
SPOOF.
This novel represents the last word in’ up-
to-date fiction. It is well known that the mod-
ern novel has got far beyond the point of mere
story-telling. The childish attempt to interest
the reader has long since been abandoned by ;
all the best writers. They refuse to do it. 1
The modern novel must convey a message, or
else it must paint a picture, or remove a veil,
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