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22] THE SLAVE OF THE FARM

cause the masters own the railways, mills, elevators, factories,
shipping, etc., they hold a gun to his head and cry: “stand and
deliver!” But what he has not seen is that, because they own
all these things, they own all the produce of the soil, nay, own
the very farm and its machinery.

We have said, in a previous letter that the settlement and
exploitation of the West was not possible until the invention of
modern machinery of production, and a moment’s reflection will
show us that this is all too true. The division of the West into
quarter sections, has a deeper meaning than most think of. The
manufacturers of the East, having erected a tariff wall next
proceeded to make the home market as large as posssible, and it
will be clear to the greenest homesteader that more machinery will
be used to work four quarter sections than to farm one section.
To fll the west with people using primitive tools would have
meant nothing at all to the interests that were already, as early as
the beginning of the last century, reaching out for the ownership
of labor's product. Indeed, they would have formed, as did
the settlers of Upper and Lower Canada, the greatest stumbling
block to the growth of capitalist fortunes.

The economist, Wakefield, gives us the master class opin- i
ion of such a state of affairs, when he calls it a “barbarizing |
tendency of dispersion of producers and national wealth.”

Marx, quoting Wakefield, speaking of the Atlantic shores
of America, says: “Free Americans, who cultivate the soil,
follow many occupations. Some portion of the furniture and
tools they use, is frequently made by themselves. They often
build their own houses, and carry to market, at whatever dis-
lance, the produce of their own industry- They are spinners and
weavers; they make soap and candles, as well, as in many cases,
shoes and clothes for their own use. In America, the cultiva-
tion of the land is often the secondary pursuit of a blacksmith,
miller or a shopkeeper.” And Marx adds the query, “whence
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