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. 3 Wor[d Bank, Wm‘ld Development Report, 1981 various tables
<~ Notes: Welghted averdges are used:

--Notes: “Low-income countries” are those with a per capita income of less than $11537()
,Nm.es Six Subsaharan countnes (all very small) are excluded owing to lack of dala

Table 1

= the Orgamzatlon for Economic Cooperation and Develop-

- ment, the International Labour Office and other bodies
= haveall .developed their own measures of absolute poverty.
- From' their .work, we know that 40 to 65 percent of the
_'Subsaharan populatlon is “poor,” and that this proportlon
LS unl1kely to diminish much by the year 2000, unless major
o policy. changes occur. Mass poverty means that life expec-

- "tancy at forty-seven is the lowest in the world today, while
death rates are the hlghest One in five chlldren stﬂl dies
before ‘his or her first birthday.

- Africa’s achievements in education and health care are
not to be slighted, however. Total school enrollments have

N twenty-eight.

grown faster in Afnca smce 1960 than in any other reglon in "

'these services and. thelr contextual appropriateness. Aff
 rican educational systems are generally oriented to thy B,
mterests and needs of that small minority who eventuallj 2
find employment in the ‘modern, largely urban; sectori &
Most health-care budgets favor costly, Western—style cura
~tive: fac1]1t1es located in the cities, at the expense of prever

rural ma]orxty Also “these facilities are. unequally dis;
tributed, severely limiting the access of those in the mord
: backward ‘regions. Some governments, notably that in Tang

' zama however -have genumely attempted to eq allze ac

Gap hat hurt . . :
S -._ncome dlstnbutron is anotﬁer facet of secial 1ne =

k such as Gabon Kenya Zambra and Swazﬂand is amo
the most unequal in the world. In such other countries {5
Ghana .and. Nigeria, the concentration of i income s | Yy
extreme though still’ excessive. The top 20. percent of th ‘

however common in the early and mlddle stages of ecoi
nomic development Courageous egalitarian policies i
such countries-as- Tanzama and Mozamblque have Sucs

incomes, with evident 1mp11cat1on for populat1on mo
ments.. This gap derives from the location in the cities
most of the desirable jobs in government and the mode
.sector, and most of the lucrative opportunities in co
-merce, real estate and industry. As well, people are dra
to the urban areas by the higher quality and greater ran
of services available there than in the countryside. T
combination of urban-bias in public and private investme
. with stagnant or diminishing real incomes in small-scal¢
agriculture engenders-a rate of rural-urban migration b
described as explosive (see Table 1). In the 1970s, Su
saharan urban areas as a whole grew at an annual rate o
percent, and the thirty-five major capitals expanded at
rate of 8.5 percent. Many cities thus double their size eve
seven years. Whereas there were only three Subsahar
African cities of over 500 ;000 people in 1960 there are n

Most urban dwellers are, of course, not well off. I
deed, the most extreme income inequality tends to
found in the -largest cities. This is manifest to all w
journey beyond the modetn cores of African capitals. This
coexistence at close quarters of the affluent re51dent1
areas with the squalid dilapidated “bidonvilles” (squatte
settlements ‘and slums), is striking. The nouveaux rich
develop a pervasive fear of the poor, as they see 40 or
- percent of a city’s populatron subs1 mg in underserv1ce
- un 'amtary and OVercrow




