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, ~ er for West Elgin went so far as to say: “If T
" ARE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS "ol been n his pouition I think § might Bave
. NOT WORTH A NICKEL? “said a lot worse. I do'fl't blame him. th; kntehw{
Five of the provinces having cast off Grit | I %98 SLOM g e ol <2
rule since.the present Ottawa Government came on election day. A member of Parliament who
into office, it might well seem to Premier King would admit himself to be capable of saying
that something should be done to check the drift what Mr. King said or “a lot worse” is not of
{)’;’l?v;‘iil: pz;zy;aftsgu;?ml:ﬁelze a’::e::gfa:&:: ggg the calibre required for the representation of a
| N ’ S ns.
provinces should join the proeession Torywards? | ﬁ?algii:; ic:l;:t:l? in:i;:r;h:o}::‘ix;; Otl{(l;: r:::);or-
xla.llldi?gitetl:’: l;?o‘ff;g::l tt)o gg;’:;“ugu:heﬂml:”;r? ters cannot, without stultifying theulxlse]ves, de; '
7 tterance. And they canno
§remines Gf costly roasway. coumiriction sni: to :121‘; ill::ts::n:rf:g:a ?t. l.'1‘}heh- least reprZhensible
assist the provinces in their plans for making} ||, ce is to avoid mentioning it, and in what audi-
SiNGeiion  suhwervh productio;, the —provinces { |l ;poe that any of them will be called upon to ad- |
i‘{";;"g _sk:::tyt‘:’é‘;:ﬁi ;‘;eifot ‘:l :“1‘:“&’; v 1:‘];:‘:“:: ! dress will not the question be asked: “What do
a hint that his niggardliness towards the pro- |
vinces wouid not warm them towards his party? |
They had excellent reason for rejecting Liberal |
/Governments quite apart from his cutting them |
off the list of recipients of Government aid.
What a Bourbon Premier King must be to
try to mend matters by making them. worse!
{His declaration that he would not give a five-
cent piece to any Tory Government on earth
‘will not check the stampede away from his party
banner. It will have the opposite effect. Not
that the provinces are, or have been, currying
favor with his Government, or appearing be-
fore it as suppliants for help, but that they are
scandalized at the suggestion that they should
make their Governments sections of his party
machine. ' Nothing that has been uttered by a
/prime minister in this country, not even except-
'ing the foolish “breaks” previously made by the
|premier himself, has so shocked and irritated the
| people of Canada as-the deliberately uttered
| declaration of the premier that he would not
| give five cents to any Tory provincial Govern-
|ment. Of his bitter feeling against the Tories
" there never was any doubt. He had given many
i proofs of it. But a man who has been in politics
|as many years as Mr. King has been would be
| expected to dissembie his anti-Tory bigotry suffi-

"you’thiﬁk about Premier King’s remark that he

“would not give a five-cent plece tg any Tory
“@bvernment on earth?” g

. lciently to avoid saying that he would not give
|a five-cent piece to any Tory Government on
i earth.

Even the most extreme poiiticians of his own |
| following were for the moment dumbfounded by
this statement from the head of Canada’s Gov- |
fernment. But as the hours passed and there |
||could be no possibility of the thing. being ex-
|| plained away, some of the more foolish virgins
|lof the party sought to defend it. The Liberal
|| member for Elgin West, Mr. Mitchell F. Hep-
I burn, excuses the premier’s getting “a bit warm”
|on the ground that the Conservative members |
| interrupted him. The Globe was apparently the |
first to blame the Conservatives for Mr. King’s |
petulant and insolent utterance. And the mem-
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