8 THE GATEWAY, Thursday, March 4, 1976.

Back to basics; Ed. Week not the answer

by Leona Elchuk

The theme of this year's
Education Week, chosen by the
Provincial Education Week
Committee, is "EDUCATION -
HOW DO YOU SEE IT." The
committee is inviting Albertans
to express their feelings about
the quality and extent of educa-
tion in the Province of Alberta.
A public opinion review
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sponsored by the committee
showed that 53% of those who
responded thought the elemen-
tary school program should
give more attention to the 3
‘R's’, and similarily a majority of
42% felt the senior high school
programs should concentrate
more on basic skills and leave
specific training for post-
secondary education.
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According to Carl Daneliuk,
Associate Superintendent of
Curriculum, EPSB., Education
Week gives schools an oppor-
tunity to show the public what's
happening in education. Feed-
back from the public, he said,
provides a valuable input to the
formation of the curriculum.
Parents also have an opportuni-
ty to appreciate both the dif-
ficulties and the strengths of the
educational system.

A spokesman for the Alber-
ta Teacher's Association, Tom
McConaghy, said Education
Week is not the answer to the

to get back to the basics of
learning. "Because educa-
tion is an on-going process, this
sentiment is a cyclical thing,
which occurs more frequently
as the educational system
becomes more complex.” Mc-
Conaghy reiterated the prime
purpose of Education Week is to

focus public attention on what .

takes place in the schools. He
expressed hope that public
concern over the Provincial
Government's 11% ceiling on
social services would be
generated through the various
discussions taking place during

current demand for education  Education Week.

food service
9 AM till 11 PM

““refreshments’’
3 PMtill 11 PM

(fri & sat till 12)
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Now... more than ever
the RCMP offers
a rewarding career

If you've ever considered a career in law
enforcement, now's the time to talk to the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. The
opportunities have never been
greater.

For instance, the RCMP is
accepting applications from both
men and women, married and single.
And the salary scale has increased
considerably. It starts at $12,000. per
year ($230. weekly) with regular
increases to $16,100. ($309. weekly)
in the first four years.

If accepted as a member of the
Force, you'll receive intensive
training in all aspects of police
work such as law, investigation,
firstaid and community relations.
Then you'll be posted to a
detachment where there's every
chance to put your knowledge
and talents to work; to earn
promotion and, equally
important, be proud of what
youre doing for yourself and for
Canada as a member of one of
the finest police forces in the
world.

So if you're a Canadian
citizen 18 or over and
in good physical
condition, think
about a career
with the RCMP

Call or write
your nearest
office or use the
coupon. We'd
like to tell you
more.

ECKANKAR, The science of Soul Travel, i1s an
individual path,- teaching one how to gain
spiritual freedom and total awareness within
this lifetime.

Introductory talk: every Tuesday, 12:00 Noon
SUE room 142

THE COMMISSIONER, R.C.M. POLICE,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO K1A OR2

The RCMP
it could be for you

McConaghy said the
coming legislative session v
show a general thrust towgy
restraint, but restraint only |,
the public sector. “As | seq
only the business commurw
will be exempt from such spey,.
ding cut-backs.”

In order to meet s
costs, school boards will
forced to make cut-backs in g
number of teachers hired anq,
special education programs |,
the event that the ceiling
lifted, the boards will then p,
faced with the dilemma

“catching up.” McConaghy
stated that “The AT.A. feels
has an obligation to let (p
public know how the cellingwl
affect the

only be allowed to increase by
5%.

George Labercane, ;
reading specialist

Bureau of Child Study, fears

that the adaption classes ang!

opportunity rooms for children
with  long-standing learning
problems, will be hurt the mos
by the ceiling and there will bg

no new classrooms open to the

educable retarded. Conse
quently, the size of existng
classes will increase and tha

effectiveness of the programg

will diminish. Labercane di

agrees with Public Affairs 0t

ficer, Mary Layman. who sa

the ceiling will have no affecton

the overall education of ths

general school population Shd

feels that current special educs
tion programs will easily ac

comodate those children with

special needs.

The impact of limte

revenues will be more clearly

visible next year when the 76
77 budgets come into effect

Withan 11%ceiling levied onal
social services, McConagh
believes that no amount o
pressure on
can further the cause of educs

tion. The attitude of the govemn
ment toward
pointed out, was made quitg

clear when A T.A. President Pt
English challenged Education
Minister Julian Koziak to a
public debate and was refused

The benefits of educatiod

week will be exemplified ned
year when the public will aga
be given the opportunity td
express their feelings aboutthé
quality and extent of educatio
in Alberta, after the impositior
of budget cut-backs.
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