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1.-TUE HOME WORK.

The eprent of Home Missions has continued to
shw, frmyerto year, grood resuits in the extension
ofthe work, the proclamaâtion o! the glad tidings to
the eedy, the conversion o! sinners, the. upbuildîng of

believers, and the maintenance of Gospel ordinances
~in localities wbere they would b. unknown were it
not for the hielp extended by the. Missionary Society.
The. one drawb'ack to the satisfaction of the Board is
the faet tbat the resource of the Society do not keep

paewith the actual requirements of the. work, and
tt, in consequence, the stipends of the missionaries

hiave been far below the ,nodest minimum which we
have souglit to reacli. Four years ago attention was
called to this matter, and'tii. hope was expressed that
l'y due prudence in the multiplication of missions, the
classification o! dependent fields, and the institution
o! a sustentation fundi, sometbing would b. don. to
relieve existing pressure, and give promise o! l'righter
days to the toîling and sometîmes discourage. mission-
aries. Although the hope bas been realized oniy to a
smail extent, partly through the operation of Con!fer-
once Sustentation funds, the Board is convinced of the
possibilîty o! stili f urtiier improvement, and woutd
earnestly invite the attention of the. Conferenco Wt
miethods wbereby this mnay l'e accomplished.

With regard to the. Domestie or Home work, the.
power o! extension la very proper}y comnmitted Wo thie
Annual Conferences. The generai poticy embraces two
objects-first, to provide Gospel tuachig and ordi-
nances wherever the need exists, and whichi the people
are unable to provide for themselves; and secondty,
Wo advance the. various missions, as quickiy as possible,
te the. statua o! self-sustaining circuits. Bu thisi
policy, so excellent in theory, la groatly hampered in
practice. Extension of the work la not aiways
rneasured l'y the. needs of tiie people. Soimetimies it la
the. outeome of a spirit of denomîinational rivalry, whose
oniy justifj ing piea is that others are doing the sanie
thîng; 8an semetimnes it la due to tiei.niere desire o!
occupying more territory, without waiting to consider
its effects upon missionary income, or the just dainm
o! other parts of the. fild. Tho evil la furtiier aggra-
vated l'y a premature division and subdivision of
misasions, sometimies o! independeut circuits, without
sufficient cause. It la flot proposed that tii. authority
o! Annuai Conferences to estalish new Domiestie
Missions shaUl b. lnterfered witii. but as tb, exerciqe
of the rightl' Nll tb. AnnualO Cofeen, to the
extent of onlyythree or four missions eaèh iu one year,
means a srosporata reductivn lu tie Mti ens of
those -iitr wh re now statioiiod on oufli
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population or the poverty of the people makes present
self -support, or even a near approximation thereto, an
utter impossil'ility. It is bel ieved that a carefut
classification of ail depend ent :fields, the visitation of
those fields by duly appointed deputations, and the
establisbment of a Sustentation Fund either for the.
whole Connexion or in the several ()onferences, would
greatly promnote the spirit of self-support, retieve the
Mission Fund of many unreasonabtýe dlaims, and 'at the~
same time rmise the general average of stipends on the
Domestie Missions to somietbing mnuch nearer the
recognized minimumn than obtains at present.

IL-TaE FoREÎON; WORK.

The bithierto briglit outlook of the work in Japein
bas been sbadowed by the tragie death of one of our
faithful mnissioinaries, the Rev. T. A. Large, B.A., who
was killed in bis own bouse l'y armed burgiars on the
night of the 4th of April ia-st. During a five years'
rosidence in Tokyo, Bro. Large had endeared hii.4elf
atike to natives and foreigners by his kindly sîpirit and
courteous deinvanor, while by the other mnissionaries
ho waa regarded as a faithful worker and a trusted
friend. lus death under ir mtacsso painful is
grreatly deptored, and we cari but tru.st that ILt whio
hias conmmanded the tilit to shine out of dlarkness,
wili overrule thisý seerningly dlark providence to the
furtiierance of Ili., own cause in Japan. Another
ealaimity, thougli of a very different kind, has befaiten
the mission, iii the destruction l'y fire of the. now
Central Mission 11ait, which was rapidl1y applroachling
coniptotion. This; oecurred iii eonnectioni with an
extensive conflagration l'y whivh 4everal hundred
house-s were swept away. ThIe watts of the Tabernacle
sufficred b'ut littie inJurv, h'oWever, an(d the work of
reconstruction i4i prýrsi, Quadrer>lm n onet

Tiie chief evelnt oftheQarentii.i onet
with the. Japan work, was tho formnation of an Annual
Conference tinder tii. spociat provisions of the Disci-
pline iu regard to that country. This stop, which biad

>en greatly desired l'y the. 1rethren, both native and
foreigu, waai, takeni on the occasion of a vis4it of the.
Greneral Stecre-tary in tiie muinmer of 1889>. Tiie livo-
aiet tiacu tion jthprseil by ai] the iss4.ionarie.4

nt hiscon41111atin o thirwi4lhes, sund tii. resuit
lias heen aà decided imtustt to the. work, e8pecialiy on
evaugelistie 1w..s. It was hoped that the. question
of Methodist Union in -Japn wutd have l'een rip>e for
action l'y thus t1ime, l'ut altiioughi the issiionarie8 on
the. groundl teeni to l'e quit. ready for tiie step, we
regret to obiserve that tiie autiiorities of thie Mfethodist
JEpisoopal (Uhutrch nud the Nietiiodist Episcopal Churcb
south have dlecidedýt to potpne action for tie present.
The Basis adopted l'y tiie Union Coniniitte.. in JIapan
will l'e subiittedl with this Report, and should it coin-
mend itiielt! tiie Conference, it miglit l'e advisble
to affirin the principie, and give authority Wo the
Ocueral Bionrd Wo t4ike fiuai action, if iiecessary, at sUy
tinie during the. coniingt Quadrenniumn.

During the. past four yearî repeated communications
froni Japan hiave urg.d thiiimportance. or rather the.
uecess;ity, o! extendfing the. work into provinces

1yet unioccupied. This inatter was fully iiiquired into
by the. (imerai Secretary during hia officialivisit, and


