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Editor’s Talk

IGH prices and an increase in the cost of living have

H forced themselves into the general conversation of the

day. A scientific examination of the subject is neces-

sary before any person can accurately explain the

peculiar economic stage through which the world is now passing

or suggest a remedy to those who feel the pinch. Such an ex-
amination the ‘‘Courier’’ proposes to give.

It is necessary in the first place to prove that prices are high
and that this general impression of high prices is not a faney,
a hallucination or an inaccurate impression. Mr. R. H. Coats,
editor of the ‘‘Labour Gazette,”’ is practically the only Canadian
authority on the subject.  According to his method of calcula-
tion prices have been steadily rising since 1896 and the rise is
still going on. Similar authorities in other countries take the
same view. Their methods of arriving at this conclusion are
much the same as that of Mr. Coats. Yet it is possible that all
these persons might be mistaken. :

Therefore, in this issue we publish an article by Mr. Gilbert
Jackson, lecturer on Political Eeonomy in the University of
Toronto. He deals particularly with ‘‘Index Numbers,’”’ how
they are compiled and how they may be interpreted. Other
articles will follow. Further, we have had prepared a series of
illustrations intended to show that the modern methods of living
tend to increase the average household expenditure. | The first
of these sketches accompanies Mr. Jackson’s article.
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One of our subseribers, writing from Elm Creek, Manitoba,
criticizes the class of fiction published in the ‘‘Canadian -
Courier.”” Some of the stories are not sufficiently virile to suit
him. We admit that this is one of our greatest difficulties.
There never was a time when more stories were being written
than at the present moment, and it is doubtful if the average
quality was ever lower. However, we hope that our stories will
continue to show an ever-increasing value and interest. Every
effort is being directed towards that end. We have just secured
and will shortly publish two excellent stories by Charles G. D.
Roberts. The first of ‘these, entitled ‘‘The Stuff of Heroes,”’
will appear next week. It deals with the problem of courage
through the experiences of a Russian refugee who is wrecked
off the coast of Labrador. The other story is equally unusual
and is intended to portray the intense experiences which come
to all great surgeons at some time in their career. Its title is
‘“The Operation.”’
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‘We hope every serious-minded reader will give careful atten-
tion to the three excellent articles on ‘‘The Case of the Working-
Girl,”’” by Marjory MacMurchy. This is the first time this sub-
ject has ever been handled by a Canadian investigator in a
broad and scientific manner. Miss MacMurchy has investigated
the subject at first hand and is not speaking theoretically.
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Mr. John Ferguson, of North Bay, writes: ‘‘In renewing my
subscription T wish to express my appreciation of your journal.
I take more real pleasure out of the ‘Courier’ than in any of
the seventeen publications that I get regularly.’”
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WOULD YOU
LIKE A
LITTLE
FARM

WHERE IT

IS WARM

ALL THE
TIME?

Out in the Fraser River Valley
of British Columbia the farmers
live like princes on five acres of
land. They make $1,500 to $3,000
(£300 to £600) a year. And it
is probably the most enjoyable
place in the world to live. The
climate is mild and warm the
year round. The grass keeps
green all winter.

A fine class of people live
there; well-bred, refined people
from all parts of the world, who
love nature and gentlemanly
farming. :

Five acres of land in the Fraser Valley cost
from £150 to £400, but it’s worth it. And you
can get it on payments of £20 to £40 down, the
balance in small quarterly payments.

These little farms are close to a beautiful village
where there is a High School and good churches.
They are only a quarter of a mile from the R. R.
Station and are close to Electric Tram Car line.
Telephones and modern plumbing in houses. Fine
games and sports and good shooting ard fishing
close by.

If you are interested write me and | will give you
full particulars.

W. J. KERR, Limited
614 Columbia Street

New Westminster, B C.

Cable Address : Kerr, Westminster.
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