
A FEW PAGES PRERARIED TO MY LADY'S TASTE

As We S(
DURING tbe month of June, when tbe electionsfor the Legislature o! Ontarlo were literallyDa burning topie, I beard more than oncea marrîed woman express berseîf to theeffect: "Ob, I think elections are simply dreadful!I'M so glad mny husband is not Ia politics." Youmay say that the grateful lady was not sincere, tbatit was purely an instance of sour grapes, and tbatbier husband wouîd probably bave failed to secureany nomination in Ontario. However this rnay ho,In a few cases, 1 believe that many wornen are abso-lutely consistent la tbeir dislike 'of tbe politicaiarena as a scene for the busband's activities andambitions. There is a natural dislike, on thePart of a wornan, to bave bier busband made theobject of public attack, althougb ln Canada, "mud-sîInging," 111 its Most objectionable form, is seldomte be anticipated *Thon polItical lifo alwaysIneans a domestîc sacrifice. Only tbose wbo areunaware Of wbat the burdens of publie life mean,thnk o -tse Ocîy responsîble positions as

HOWever, bY the Urne a politician attains tothe bonours of the Cabinet, to say nothing of the >leadership, bis wife bas become fairly bardenedte the Slîgs and arrows of outrageous politicalfortune and is prepareçj te sît througb camPaignmeetings wbere bier busband's absolute unfitnessfor Office is urged excitedly by determinedOPPOnents. I bave seen the wife of a voryPronjînent politician la Ontarie remain quite calaian siiln through a Ravage onsiauglit on berbusband and say cheprfully to a would-bo sympa-thizIng friend: "Oh, It ls only politics. 1 bavebeen trained te Ilsten te this kInd of thing."There is a rather serions aide te woman'sOpposition to political lite for the bead o! thebousebold. As a young wornan said, lately, wbena worthy citizen expressed bis contempt for poi-tical bonours: 'lThat is aIl very well. But It lsOur country, after ail, and, If men Ilke yen are éSeing te despise public life and clase aldermenanId Members of Parliarnent as 'grafters,' wbat1s te become of Canada?"
C."Blad goverament cures itself," sald the wertbyVitisen, wtb a shrug o! tbe shoulders. "Thepeeple finally become disgusted and exchange one"'et Of grafters for another. Then the new onesbebave theniselves, for a few years, ln fear ofbe ing sent borne.,

«But, ia the moantine, wiiat becomes of thePuIcýThe bealtb o! our citlzens 1s, la' part,dependent on the men wbe bold civic Office. AtyPbOid epidemice in Ottawa, Montreal or Torontolafians bad city goverament."
'"lat's Sfletber story," sMid the man.

Canada's Birthday
TIS week, Canada bas been celebrating bierAf0rty-seventh birtbday, wlth ail tbe jubilant01Ydeou Wbicb befits a grown-up nation.

the fir oe O! the earlY statesmen, wbo, watchedinthdy of the Cenfederatien, romains te re-tAw tbe Prosperlty of tbe Doinion of to-day. da5 l'"-ss tbe sea, la a typîcal Englisb borne-13ted, ir haresTupper is spending the twiligbt Bt i ieand stîîî sends a message of remembrance f)iear2 W..t.latOn te the ]and In wbicb. bis political o1a e ent. Wbat a rusbIng terrent o! watersS ene aihee Canadian bridges sInce that suai- wOr al 1 8ie W'blch saw the four provinces A
']I cvilt We bave known politicai confiiet ai e, e have faoed grave prolblems lni itan< t te we bave known our years of do- dtor rilg t r easens of doubt. But, taklng our thdul u last fortY-sevoa years, be would be aialaanwho Weuld not look forward, with prA ,d adI the Dominion and its people. e'al,~~~ teiYwOl a most enthusiastic patriot, in;h gl1e lateîY about the flrst Dominion Day, wictýw4 Pleratd Inber opinion, mucli more su
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scelles, dear to tbe old citizens, have changed In analmost disheartening fashion, and yet we ail believethat the ultimate resuit will be progress. The Cana-dian woman, wbo played so important a part ln tbePioneer days of bardsbip, bas bequeatbwi to lierdescendants a sturdy nature and an unshaken prideln a country, wbose golden age lies in the future.
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The Matter of Adoption

TrHE s tory of the little girl, orpbaned by the recent1 terrible disaster to the "Empress of Ireland,"and'adopted by a wealtby family of Quebec, isbike a cbapter from an old-fashioneil romance. Among

M RS. J. D. REID,
Oellghtlui Hoztess of Simple Trastes, S8 this Chatelainef1 "The Farm," at Prescott, the RUral-Morne of the

Minister of Customs.

bie many pathetic scenes, associated wlth that.esolating wreck, none was more tragic than the~o! the bereft littie ch4ldren. That Florence~arber, oneO of the ferlera small creatures, shouldnd se readily a welcemiag borne is one o! the gleamsf brigbtness la a sombre tragedy.
Tbe adopted cblld is often discussed ia tliese days,heu juvenilo welfaro is B0 Inucl la tho foreground.n orpban asyluai, bowever well coaducted, seomsratber cbilly borne for very enial citizens, alt)ioughis much botter ths.l the borne where there la airunken fatber or a negloctful mother. It is saltlait, la the case of adoption, a littie girl Is nearly Jways preferrod to a li<ttle boy, and, o! course, a'etty little girl, with golden curîs and sparkllnges, is almet certaIn te o choeon. Not long ago, 1tieCity o! Montreal, a wealtby mrchant and his 1fe visited an orph-afage, asked te be sbown the 'Jall girls la the Institution, and whskod off theettiest la an automolell te a luxurions bore ande probable nhertauce O! millions. It was a uros 1de drame, more itrsting than any novng pic-re play, the transitionl from1 an rpban's estate tee position of a capItalist's eiree. And It may 'vo been mest a matter of extra long eye-ames or 'Ttrilfing depth o! dimple wblcb recommended that V

rticular baby beaty te the parents la searcli e! F
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to wbich tbe adopted baby is taken, tbose f us wbobave had "Our very Own" father and Mother are notln any danger of envying the smýall Person ln suoba case.
Tbe magazines are so distinguîshed in these daysby tbe wails Of forlorn spinsters, tbat it may occurthomanypractilcalt rzeaderstbatsomenod theserdesolatedamsels with wealtb and leisure might well adopt a

cheerful than institutional care and etnroe
Some years ago, an unmarried wornan about thirty-five years f age, wo was alone In the world andbad a dear old bouse wbicb she bated to leave, andan income of about twelve bundred dollars a year(wbicb means cornfort In the srnall town of S-),ftew In1 tbe face of tbe advlce of Iwo kindly brothersand their well-rnea nîng wives, and adopted two Ilttlecbjldren. Teddy and Beatrîce were the son anddýaugbter of old friends, wbom sbe bad always known,and wbose deatb bad left tbe two little mortals withnothîng before tbem but an "Institution." Se, thelonely woman, wbose kinfolk lve rnany milesaway, and wbo bas an especial fondness for smallpersons, played the fairy god-mother and brougbttbe little orpbans to the old wite bouse, wbIchbas the largest Iilac busbes ln town. That wasfive years ago, and tbe experiment bas turnedout Most successfully for Teddy and Beatrice, tosay notbing of "Aunt Elinor," who bad not theslightest desire for a "career," but bas a positivegenlus for home-making. lu fact, the eldest ruema-ber of the bousebold considers berself lucky lnbeing an "adopted'aunt."

ERIN.

A Rural Hostess
ARTIFICIAL standards and based vews areaPt to supplant simplicity and a true per-spectIve of values ln the case of the womaxlwbose life is purey social. From wbicb, the factthat so, rany women wbo participate In the sociallife of political Ottawa are not, ln the main, of thebutterfiy order, le latter for public self-conigratula

5tion. Canain bostesses, geneay P aking, aredeligbtfuîîy gay,,but teo well-a.aned to allowthe social round to become a tread-mill.In particular, Mrs. J. D. Reid, wife of the Honour-able tbe Minister of Customns, ls a cbarmingbostess wbose tastes are rural and who at "TheFarrn," bier borne, near Prescott, dispenses thepleasantest sort of entertaînment,"The Fa.rm," as visItors like to recaîl, la a dearold place, a xnodernized farin-house, set in theniidst of waving felds and overloo<ing te beauu-fulI St. Lawrence. So tbat tbe cause for woenderla scant that the cbatelaine is a happy~ "fImpmer,"two f wbose very chifest deligbts are to roamntbe fields and to tarry on the water.Frequent companons ln tbese excursions arethe dog . two great pets, "Paddy" and "Caesar,">an Irish terrier and a wire-baired fox terrier, re-spectIvelf, f whom tbeir instress declaes, "tbeyare Positively buman." Constant comPanions aretwo brIgbt cildren, lttle Miss Reid and herbrotber Jack, wbe are even more buman tbanthe puppies.
Before ber marriage the popular wlfe f the4iaister o! Customs was Miss Ephie Labatt , o!amilton. As Miss Labstt ber bobby was musi,nd witb some Idea of professionaîîsm she went awaya Gerrnany to study. Ill-heaith, unfortunateîy, pre-ented bier ambition; but tbat Mrs. Reid la a cleverLusIcIan ls the fixed persuasion f everyone Whorxows bier.

~ong from "l'Up the River"
et me lie down upen the bank, and drink!The minnows at the brlrn, with bellies wbItý-Upturned In specks o! 81lvry îigt,ash fromn me In a shewer, and sink.ilow, the blue skies winkhro' heated golden air-a clear abyssOf azure, with a seiitary birdSteadfastîy winging thro' tbe depts unstrred.Le brain turns dizzy with Its bilsu;A.nd I would plunge Into the chisais cool,nd foat to yonder cloud of leecy wool,at floats below me, as I kise mountain LadY's lips witb tbtrty nlouth,atwouîd parcb'd Dives give amId bis druthr kisses such as this?

-ROBERIT DUtCHANAN.
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