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EXCEPTING for Meilish and the two womefl
walting ahead o! hlm at the ticket wludow,
the lobby o! the theatro was deserted. It
lacked ouly twenty minutes te three, when

ho glnnced once more impatientiy at bis watch.
BehInd the dran curtains o! the auditorium, ripples
o! iaugbter, scattorlng volleys o! applause, told tînt
the usual Saturday rnatinee auience was gettlng its
usual onicymeut ont o! the latest popular play, stili
runnlug to full bouses when other tbeatres lad
already begun te close for the summer. The man
lu the box office was ni the telephone, the irritating
deliberation o! bis answers being plnlnly audible
from wItboul. Ho lad uotblng left for to-night
nearer tlin the nineteenti row. No, ncàr for next
Tuosdny either. Weduesday, the bouse was practi-
caliy seld ont; two large.theatre parties. Tbursdny?
Ho mîgit do botter for Tlursday. Hoid the wire.

It seemed te Molish bârdly worth bis wblle to
wntt. Ho knew from, experienco tînt It was uuwise
te off or Noma tickets for the nlueteenth 'row; sho
would rather nover soo the play ut ait. The women
ahead o! hlm evldently sbarod bis discourugoment.
The youuger eue was bewniliug the necessity o!
excbnnging ber tickets for some ovenlng next week,
lu place o! to-nIglit. Sncb good tickets, too! It
was se, like Hamry te, forget nd make an appoint-
mont wlth a buslnest frieud. "My doar, during busl-
ness leurs Harry doeesnt remomlber that 1 exist!"

Meilish sIghod invoinntarlly, and carewomn linos
revealed themselves on bis thin face Ho wlshed
tînt ho shared the ability of thls nknewn Harry,
the abllily o! the aveu-ugo unimaginative, trauqul
liusbnnd, te shut domestie cames behlnd hlm when
le sleppod eut over bis thmesËoId lu the morning.
Ho wished tint just for eue bnsy, bnrussed day, hoý
miglit forget tînt tbore was sncb n peu-son as'Nora
ln existence. Ho knew that It would be botter feu-
bis pence e! mind, botter for bis busineiss Interests,
If Norals face did not lover se, often, betweon bli
sud tle lottors ho wroto, the saies ho made, the
contracts thal demandod nndivided thouglit-Nora,
wIlb ber smnall, red, mutinons mouti, ber aureoeo

o! air IUke spun copper, ber childlke apponi, lier
wlde, gray oyes, avidieus o! admiration. Ho wo-
dered vagnoly wbetber other men, outwardly Iinppliy
mnrried, had Iheir joy cankered by gnuwlug. sus-
pIcions, Intangible doulits, Insidious as microbes,
tint found a lodgment Iu the bran, and lhrived aud
bmed n foyer o! unrest,

T HE wife of the ubsont-mlnded Harry, huvlng at last
won attention !rom lie box office, and accepteci,

under protesl, an exebango fer the tbird row lu the
balcony, made way for Mollisb. With lie spasmedic
brusqueness o! natural timidity lie domanded the
tickets she lad just snrmendered, and somewhal te
hlis surprise, obtuined thbm. They wemo splendid
abats, nine rows frem lie stage, on lhe middle aile;
the sert o! seats Ibal Nore. alwnys oxpecled hlm to
gel. Il was ebaractemistlc o! Noma always te expeet
tle lest e! evemylbing, and nsualiy to end by getting
IL Eqnaliy characteristic was ber pmetty impelous-
ness, wbicl for a lme had almost blinded hlm te
ber inbera seifishness.

Fronm tle thostro, Mellisi turned dewn Madison
Avenue tu Twenly-sixlh Street, and thenco
westwa.rd along the nertbern boundsry o! Madison
Square, net beenuse It was a. shorter way te bis borne,

but lu obedience to a suddeu, unreasoning impulse
to pass the restaurant wbere bis wi!e had toid him
she would be lunchlng. At this late hour it wns
quite possible that lie- had missed lier; yet Nora
M-as one wbo ioved to linger over a.lunch table,
forget!ul o! the fligbt of timo. There was stili a
chance that ho iniglit catch a glimpse o! ber through
the windows on 'the Fi!th Avenue side, or even bave
the luck to meet lier just cornlng out, in ait the
pride o! lier new raiment. Ho knew aiready how
extrernely will il became ber. It lad corne borne
from the dressmakerIs oniy the niglit before, and'
bad put lier In a gracions mood for the whole even-
ing. She bad even donned it for bis private benefit,
and bad mocked hlm. gaily because lie kept forgettlng
that the riglit name of ail that gorgeousness was a
lizard green moire. How she ioved the pleasant,
,luxuriant things. o! life; dninty vlauds, lavish clothes,
the glitter 'o! rnany gasllglits, the adulation o! the
passing glance! She was not made for dornesticity,
she was too exotie--that wns the Initiai fanît, the
source o! bis unrost. She craved the stimulus o!
perpetuni excitement; the, sbowy, outside life o!
theatre, restaurant, botel; the cbampaglio almos-
phere o! the modern carayansary. Il was ln a public
restaurant that ho lad first met ber, five years ago-
a dInner at Sherry's, where ho ladl first. iistened to
those mutinons red,.lps, first been dazzied by the
coppery glint of ber hair, flrstý looked Into, those
wIde, gray eyes, and answered their appeal for
flattery. 'She was.littho more than a chlld lu yenrs-
ho had realized that at the tlme-Just a tal, sir
thing, with a face that robbed hlm of- bis sleep.- Ho
could smile now, grimly, rememboring holw he lad
fouglt ngn;inst the piquant speil e! ber precoclty,
ber nasconut gmace of womniood. Il was not normai,
lie had'told hlmself, for a young girl lu lhe butterfly
days of life te care seriously for a shy, reserved man
like hlrnseif, aiready verging upon -forty 1 and settling
down te slald bachelor habits. But Nora's fapilly
hll smiled approval, upon the junior momber of the
establlsbed bouse o! Marvin & Mellish, and cleveriy
maneeuvrod te, make bis courtsbip easy. Ho had
not been blind to their diplomacy. He lad sImply
ailowed hlmsel! to be cajoled, deluded, bypnolized
Into the belle! that, tbrough some modemn miracle,
somo special dispensalon, Noma realiy loved hlm.
Even *new, after five years,, there were Ileeling
teurs, halcyon days, wben sncb a belle! ceased te
stepu absurd. Yet, almost from the flrst, the dis-
crepancy ln age had rankled ln hlm, begettlng vague
suspicions, morbld deubls, symptoms e! whlcb ho
was slow to guess the meauing. Thon, eue day ho
renlized, with a wnvo of solf-contempt, that lie was
jouions-be, Mellisb, lu bis suber middle age, jealous
o! callow yeuths, wltb the bleom e! nndergraduato'
cenceit fresh upon tbem, tbe jargon of football ln
their speech; jealeus o! evory compliment murmurod
lu ber enr; jealeus o! every strnnger's flattoring
glance. rPbat was the burden that ho carried
secrotly, the incubus ef an undelned, unjuslified
joalonsy. At tlmoi, more deflnite images, ngiy
thenghts witb ugly names, had lbreatened te crystal-
lise. But le bad nover qulto put tliem into word3,
oven beneath bis breath, neyer narrowod down bis
fonce te a spocifle accusatien. Above ail, ho bad
souglit le bide is blirden from Nora herseif, as
ene bides a physical deformlty.

Before tle selid, unnpretenlleus building ou tie
corner, a landmark o! fashien and conviviallty te
an eau-lier generatien, Mollis I pausod uncertainiy,
poerlng blindishly, wilh near-slghted oyos, wonder-

ing whethet sornewhere behind that broad expanl
of spotless window Nora was stIli. there; wonderlr
indeed, if she liad been there at aill. He realiz
that the thouglit was an epitome of bis chronlc ira'
of mind. Between what Nora said she was o0i'
to do, and what Nora .afterwards did, lie feit tb
there was no fixed ratio. How rnany times lie Il
sought to meet her, as lie was now doing, 'rlgski
the chance of being inopportune, rnerely fort
sake of seeiug ber an tour sooner! How many tilU'
lie had. found to bis chagrin that the day's pie.'
gaily reheazsed across the breakfast table, had 1,0
discarded for others which took ber arnong scOe
and, people quite foreign to those arnong whofl
liad, ail day plctured her-equally foreign, the deff
of suspicion whlsperod, *to those of whorn she aft'
wards told hlm ln the evening. And aiways the
was a reason for lier 'change o! plans, so eluiasil
that it seemed to put hlm ln the wrong for havi
expected to flnd her where she liad toid hlm s
was to be.

W ITH characteristic self-consciousness, Meili
found hlmself uncomfortably consplO'

waiting on the corner of the avenue. Yet lie COt
not make np bis mmnd to, enter. Instead, te turIu
westward again, and litered siowly aiong the uPr
side o! the cross street, straining bis near-sight
eyes each time the wido portais o! the restaura
emitted any of its guests, Iu couples or ln grOuý
He was not sure whom lie expected to see, but
know that ho vagueiy dreadod their appearan'
What was the use of keeping Up tlie pretonse wl
himisel!? He doubted the trutb of wliat Nora. b
said-tbat was the unvarished, ugly fact. M1ý
Faversham was givlng a small luncheon party, NI
bad sald. Weil, lu bis Inmost heart lie was bY
mens sure whetlier lie was expecting to see Mý
Faversharn and the worn of lier set. He question'
wbether Nora would have rntloned this lunich0

ut ail, if lie liad not lu a measure surprised it !r<
lier. She liad been ln the hall, teiepbonlng, wbenl
quietly let hlmself Into the apartment the I"-a
before, just before dinner. She bad stood bey0

the bend in the hall, that threw hlm partlY
shadow. But the full liglit of the electrlc shefle UIP
ber, ernpbaslzing every change o! expression on1
mobile face, g{e hl feit a singular eiutcb a.t
heart, as lie stood'there, un 1seen. and watchedb
Nora aiways lad one manner for wornen and axioti
manner for mon. It was only when she taliced W'ý
men that ber gray eyes widened, only wbeu l
talked with mo' n that ber red lips curved
mutin'ons Ponts. H Ïow ofton lie lad watcbed,
folgned indifference, that same seintîllating Play
ber features as she langhedf Up ln the face of 8o
oiter man, Jack Eltlng, Ted Voorhis, WlUý
Hinckley-aways jnst Jack and Ted and WviU 4"
on Nora's lips, nover 1y any accident the fornll
o! a surname. How long she lad beson there ln1
hall, talking, wasting her gracea, on the ufl5oei

telephene, lie could only guess. The conversnt
was about to, close. Sbe was saying, with a curi<
little laugli, "That is ail just between. us two'

course," adding "to-morrow, then, at one-thlrtY,'
lad named the restaurant as she hung Up the
ceiver. Thon, suddenly,, sho gave a qneer, lii
startled cry, "Paul, dear, bhow yen frighte83l 4

creeping ln upon me like thiat, as tiieigb Y011
stalklng gamo 1" and thon, *ith nervous hase
expiained that Mrs. Faviirsham lad planned ali
lunekeon of s.lx, to meet a cousin she was ePe


