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LAN, a!ter hnking a s 'coud cup
o! coffee, went at tho the
car 'deck. The ýroar and
echoing tumuit of the ice

tinst the huli here drowned ail other
iads. The hhirty-two freight cars,
their four long lines, stood wedged
1 chaineti and blocked la place;
ry tippeti and tilhed, rolled and swaY-
like the stanchions andi sides o!
rslip, fixcd andi secure. Jacks on
steel deck under the edges o! the

'5, keph them from roclklng on their
cks. Men pnced watchfully be-
ýýen the tracîs, observing the move-
nh-o! thé cars. The cars creaketi
1-groaneti, as hhey worked a littie
s way and thnt; the mon sprang
1h sledges and drovo, the blocks
lit agaiin or hook an atidihional humn
)n thé jacks.

ks Alan ascendeti and wsnt forward
his duty, the increase lu the se-
'ihy o! the gale was verýy évident;

thermometer, the whcelsmnn snid,
Idroppeti belowzero, lcewas malt-
rapldly on the.huil o! the ferry,

ere the spray, fiying thickcr hhrough
r snow,, was freezing as It struck.
e deck was ahl ice now underfoot,
i the rails were swollen ho gréait
amilng sînîs whicl. joined and grew
ýether; a parapet o! les laed appear-
on the bow; and ail abouit the

Iilng snow soreen shat off everY-
lug. A searçhllglht whichb flIared
tu the bridge. whiie Alan was below,
1'sd. that screen not a ship'ç;,length
mad, or, on tlie beam, before t#e
re dimmed tQ a-,giow whlch served
show no more than thefine, ftyin g
lets or tle shormn. E xceph for the
se o! the wind and ttiw water, there
1 been no echo !rom 'boyond that
ea sInce the àhoresignais -were

t; aow a low, far-away souati came
Yi the wi nd; lt maintaineti itscl!

a few seconds,ý ceased, -andi tien
ne agnin, andi continueti at uneven
Si-vals longer than the timned blashe
Number 26'z wlahle. 1h milgît lie

horu of sorte strnggllng sallng
Seel, whlch in spite o! the storm
1 the closod senson was bravlag the
.8; at the endi o! eachs laherval o!

the bora biew twice now;
écho came aboam, passeti asterli,
was no longer to be isard. 110w
away its orîgla had bsen, Alan

[Id oniy guess; probnhly the sail.
vessel, nwny to windward, had. not

ird the whlshle of Number 25 ah

dIan saw nid Burr wlo. on his way
thet wieelouse, lad haîhtid ho lis-

too. For several minutes the old
ln stooti mohionless; le came, on
dua andI stoppedti o listea. There
1 been no soanti for quihe flys min-
B 110w.

1'O1u hear 'em?" Burr's vole
Lvered la Alan's eau'. "You hear

asked.

"The tour blasts! You hear 'em
now? The four blasts!"

Burr was straîning as hie listened,
anti Alan stood stili ton; no sou.nd
came ho him but the noise o! the
stormn. "No," lie replied. 1'i don't hear
anything. Do you hear tliem. now?"

Burr stood beside hlm without malt-
ing reply; the searchliglit, which had
been poinhed abeam, shot its glare
forward, and Alan couli Bée Burres
face ln the dancing ireflechion of the
fiare. Tlie man had neyer more
plainly resembleti the picture o! Ben-
jamin Corvet; that which hail been
in the pichure,-that strange sensation
o! something haunhing hlm, was upon
this man's face, a thousandti imes In-
hensified; but instead o! dis torting
the features away fromt ail likeness
ho the picture, it made it grotesquely
identical.

AND Burr was liearing somethinig-
somehhing dis ,tinct and terri!y'-

ing; but lie seemed not surprised, but
rather satisfied that Alan liati flot
heard. H1e -nodded his heati ah Alan's.
denjal, and, witliout reply ho Alan's
demaad, lie stç>od listening. Some-
hhing bent him, !orward; lie straight-
eneti; again the something came;
again he .shraightsned. Four timtes,
Alan counted the motions. Burr was
learîng again the four 'long blasts o!
distress! But there was no noise but
the gale. "Thefour blasts!" He re-
called olti Burr's terror outside the
radio cabin. The ,old man was itear-
lag blasts whicli were not blown!

Ho moved 'on and took the whel.
H1e was a gond wheelsmnaa; the ves-
sel sesmed ho be steadier on' lier
course and, someliow, to steam casier
when the old man steereti. His Illu-
sions o! liearing coulti' do 'no barit,
Alan eonsldered; tliey. were o! -con-
cern only to, Burr and ho hlm.

Alan, relleving the looltout aht the
bow, stood on wa.hdh again. The ferry
thrush on alerte; ln the wireiess cnlia
tue fiame played steadily. -They ha&
been ab 'le ho get the shore- stations
again on both sides of the lakê and
also' the Rîcliardson. As the ferry
lad worked aorthward, the Richard-
son bad been worklng aorth ton, evi-
dently under the impressIon thaï the
vessel la distress, if 1h laed headway,.
was moviag in tînt direction. By îts
position, whicl thIe Richardson gave,
the steamers were about twenty miles
apart.

Alan fought ho keep lis thought al
to lis duty; tley mnust lie now very
nearly et the position wlere the Rich-
ardson lash hnd heard the four long
blaste; searehing for a ship or for
honts, la that snow, was almosh hope-
less. Wlhh sigît even along the searel-
light's béant shorteaed to a few hui-
<lred yards, oaly accident could briag
Number 25 up for rescue, oaly chance
could carry thse slip where the sitouts
-or the binsts of distress if the
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wreck stili floated and lîad sem
would be heard.

Haif numbed by the cr'ld, Alan
staniped and beat bis arms about bis
body; the .swing of the seaithlight in
the cirele about the slip had becomne
long ago monotonous, purely me-
chanîcal, like the blowin - of the
ubistle; Alan stared patiently along
the beamn as it turned through the sec-
tor wliere hie watclied. , bey were
meeting frequent and lieavy Iloes, and
Alan gave warning o! these by hails
tr the bridge; the bridge answered
and when possible the steamer avoided
thle fines; when it could net do that,
l 'eut through tliem. The w'ndrowe d
ies beating and crushing under the
bows took strange, distort-ed, glisten-
ing shapes. Now another sýich shape
appeared before them; where the
gis re dissipated to a bare glow in the
swirling snow, he saw a vague sha-
dow. The man moving the searcli-
liglit lailed to see it, !or lie swung
the be&hm on. The shiadow was sO dlm,
se' gliostly, that Alan sought for it
again before hie liailed; he could see
nothing aow, yet hie was surer, somé-
how that lie ha d seen. _

"Somnething dead ahead, sir!" lie
shouted back'to the bridge.
>The bridgè answëred the. hall, as the.

searchliglit pointed forward again. A
gust carried the Binow lai a fierce
flurry'wh7ich -the light7lfailed f0 pierce;
front the fiurry -suddenly. silently,
spar by spar, a shadow einerged-the'
shadow o! 'a shiip. i* was a steamer,
Alan saw, a long, low-lying old ves-
sel witbout lights and without smoke
from the,,funnel' slanting up just for-
ward of tbeafter deckhous'-;. 1h rolled
in. the trougli of the sea. Phe sides
and ail the lower Works gleamed in
glioshly phosphorescence, it was re-
fraction of the searclilighh bçam from
the e slieathing ail the si'ip, Alan's
brain told hlm; but the sight o! that
soundless, shimmeri:dg shlp material-
12.ing from behind the 8creen o! snow
stMlik a tremor througli hlm.,_,,,

"9.Ship!" he ha¶lld. "Âhead!. Dead
ahead, sir!. Slip!"

The shout o! qulcki 'tommanids
echoed in hlm from the'btidge.-ý.n-
flerfoot he could feel aw new humult o!
thetleck; the en, .ines, 'inshréfttly stop-
ped, were being set full specd eshera.'
lEut Number 25, instead e! sheering off
ho. right or to le!t to avoiti the col-
lision, sh eereti straiglit on.1

T H st uggleofthe engînos agià1hst

tiat, others 1.4 sean the *gleamling
slip or, ah least, lad heard'hhe hlall.
The skipper's; instant decision lad
been to puit to starboard, lie lad
bawwid that to the wheelsmra, "Hard
overi" But, thoigli the sercws hurneti
full ashern, Naxabet' 25 sheered lti-hght
on Tihe flurry was blowlng before hie
bow angin; back thu'ougi the saow the
ice-s1hrouded shim mer alentI rehreated.
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