
THE POPLARS.

The poplars, geflerically known as Populus, are large fast-
growing trees which are represented in Canada by several species,
commonly occurrfig. The balsaIp and the aspen poplar are us-
ually the most commlon, and are found i nearly ail parts of the
D)ominion, the aspen especially springing up after fires. Besides
their quick growth, a reason for their rapid spread is the nature
of the seed envelope, which is of light oitony texture, and by
which the seeds are carried for long distances on the wind. This
habit has made thèse trees objectiooeble for street purposes, as
when the seeds are f alling the roads are covered with the white
cottort. The habit of spreading by suckers, which is spedcIa4Y
noticeable in the balsam poplar, also causes thein to be looked onl
with disfavour. The poplars are subject to insect attack, and
the wood is soft and jeasily broken, so that they have but fetw ad-
vantages to comrnend them for ornarnintal purposes, the chiei
one being their fast growth.

The poplars are found in temperate or northern regions, btil
range as far soth as North'ern Mexico and Lower CaiÎforrnia
There are nine species in North America, 'but their main habital
is toward the iiorth. The poplar is the oldest type of dicotyl&
donous plants yet ietfd, being cininon in North Americ-ý
in the cretaceouS period.

perhaps the best knowwi species generally i Canada is tii'
Aspen Poplar (POPu4us tre4nuloides), known ini the west as th'l
white poplar. It Springs Up everywhere, especially after fires, at>ý
with its white trunk and lig*it green shimmering foliage forrns.
beautifuil contrast to the dark coniferous trees amongst which r
grows. The trembling of the leaves is one of the most notal
cbaracteristics of this tree, andl has given'it its specific naine. I,
peculiar movemnent of the leaves is occasioned by the fact th,
the petioles or leaf stemns are flattened laterally, anrd as a rs1
the slightest motion of the air causes thein to tremble vio4Citly

As this is more or less characteristic of the poplars it may h"


