
'C That the Planters in Newfoundland be continued in Poffeffion of their
Houfes and'Stages according to the Ufage of the laft Years, until furthe
Orders."

The faid Inhabitants being flufhed vith this. Succefs, -the old Schemes
for eftablif1iing the Colony and fettling a Govèrnor were again revived, and
-he Neceffilty thereof ftrenuoufly afferted by fome, and oppofed by others.

The Right honourable the Lords of the Committee hereupon dire&ed
the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms to confider thofe Propofals, and to re-
port their Obfervations and Opinion relating te the Settlement of the Trade
.and Fifhery at Newfoundland.

Accordingly the faid Comwmiflioners, on the 26th March 168e, after they
had fairly ftated the whole Matter, offered to their Lordlhips, as their

Opinion,

That the Settlement of a Governor and a Colony in Newfoundland, un-
der, fuch Rules and Methods as were propofed, and that to entruif the re-
gulaing of -the Filhery in a Govemor, wi1 tend greatly to the Prejudice of
the Newfoundland Fifhery; that by difcouraging the Englifh Fiíherman
the French vil) be greatlyencouraged ; that what litte of this Trade fha)l
remain in the Hands of the Englifh will by Degrejes fall wholly into the
Hands of the Planters and New Englanders, and that by confequence His
Majefty's Cuítoms both Outwards and Inwards wilI be greatly prejudiced.

But if His Majefty fhould think fit to fortify the Harbour of St. John's,
and to make a Governor of the Fort, and to arm the Governor with a Mi-
litary Power to comnand the People of that Country (on Occafion) for
their Defence, and with Civil Power for punilhing Vice and keeping good
Order, without having a Power over the Filhery, or infringing the Charter,
they thought the fame might be of good'tfe ; and no, Prejudice to the
Trade or His Majefty's Cuftoms.

Neverthelefs there Arguments had not their due EfFe&; and on the iSth
,of April 168o it was further ordered, that His Majefty's Intentions to fet-
tle a Governor and ere& a Fort in Newfoundland for the Preftrvation of
His Sovereignty, and good of the Fifhery, lhould be fignified unto the Ma-
giftrates of fuch Towns in the Weft of England as were chiefly concerned
-in that Trade, that they rnght tranfmit their Opinions in wh t Manner and
under, what R egulations fuch a Governor night be fettled. ,

In Obedience to His Majefly's faid Order the Weftern Corporations re-
fpeaively, reprefenred the Hardfhips and Dificulties thèy had formerly
ftruggled with under a Governor in Newfoundland, and that they appre-
hended the Fifhing Trade wouIld be greaty difcouraged and prejudiced
if a Governor was fettltd there, and therefore 'they pray that His Ma-

jefty's Sovereignty minay be inaintained by Ships of Wµr to be fent An-
nually thither, and that the Charter gran:ed by His Majefty in the 27th
Year f His Reigi, for the Encouragement of the Fiihery, may be en-
foi ced and put in Execution, as the beft and onIy Metiods to prefèrve and
fecure the Trade.

Thefe Reprefentation-s had fo much Weigh'tthat the aforefaid Propolds
relating to a Governor were laid afide ; but the Regulations and Laws of
the Charter b-ing enervated by ihefe Difputes, the ,Fiihing Trade very

fenfibly


