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for a fourtli part of thein number. Had these people been driven by in-

sufficiency of land to the cultivation of the potata, as an almost exclusive

article of diet, the saine shocking nesuits would have occurred, when it

totally failed in the years 1847-48, as came to pass in Ireland, where even t

a fourth part of the people are said to have penished by famine and con-n

sequefit pestilence, in spite of every effort made by the Government to

stay thc calamîty, and by private benevolence. Money, not to be reckoned

when human life was at stake, was pouned forth like water, to the amount

of eleven millions of pounds, as it was, indeed, when what was called the f

"cotton famine " happened in the manufacturing, districts of England, 0

during the Amierican Cjivil War. The population of Ireland feil off to 0

about 5,000,000. In the face of ail these indisputable facts, Irishi orators

would have us believe that that country is capable of sustaining a popu- t

lation of 10,000,000 to 12,000,000, and that Brnitish misgovernmcnt is all

that stands in the way. Lt could only be by miracle. As we have seen,

there are now in Ircland 160 persoas to the square mile, 42 in aur Ontario

tract, a miniature of the Province at large. But let us go farther atieid. In1

Portugal and Hrungary there are only three-quarters of the present density

of population in Ireland, in Spain only haîf. Of these countries Mr. Mott

says: ;"lThey are chiefly dependent upon agriculture, though eadh of themi

lias other sources of incarne mucli greaten than those of Ireland."

At the time of the famine in Ireiand the population was 8,000,000 at

least- 2 6 7 to the square mile. ln thc State of New York-one of

the most fiourishing commtinities in thc world, with every advantage

of trade, commerce, and manufactures, with enormous riches, the channel

thnougli which great part of the immense production of the Great

West is poured, with the vast combined cities of New York and

.Brooklyn, and aIl its other cities and towns,-there are no more than

106 people ta the square mile ; while Ireland, according to this pro-

mised miracle, might support 326, more than threc times the number.

What real benefit can be counted on fromn such wild exaggenations 1

That Ireland is depopulated and impoverished by the Govennment

surely demands proof very different from this sort of thing, fnomn which

no possible goad can ever camne. Mr. Mott discusses the Ilresources of

Ireland." lie says: IlThe people aineady employed upon the land are more

numeraus.tlian the best cultivation will maintain in comfort." They are

65, while aIl is done in England by 45. The fihenies have declined, pre-

Bumably because they have nlot been profitable. The wliolesale value of

the product of ail the fisheries, nlot anly round the wliole Britishi coast, but

from many foreigu seas as weli, is about £12,000,000 a yeair. The

utmost that Ireland could add icould only be a smaîl proportion, too, limited

for its profits ta afflect the nation generaîly. "lThere are," Mn. Mott says,

"fiao forests ta cut down ; few minerais of special value ta dig up." IlIrishi

mines emplay just 1,650 persoa aftcr ail the stimulus that mining unden-

went some tif teen years aga., "I rade may increase, but it is impos.

sible that anything important can be laoked fan tilI some special cause

arises; even its probable nature cannot be suggested." "lThe decay of

former manufactures is spoken af in a vague way. Wliat, in real figures,

did they even amnount to 'I Wîere were they ? Whene are the nuins

of the deserted milisl' The Ulsten linen trade is the single exception of

any national importance. Fifty years ago, somne 12,000 pensons were em-

ployed in woallen manufactures ; the present numuber is pnobably legs, but

what are 12,000 in 5,000,000 î" Mr. Mott lays banc the question of rent

and absentecisin with similar acuteness, as evils, in their degnee, doubtiess,

but out of real comparative magnitude ; but space does net admit of aur

folhowing him sa fan.
.The existence of mianufacturng prosperity and of other industries in

Belfast, is positive proof that thene is no goveramental difficulty in tlie way,

because the Government is the saine in Ulster as in the ather provinces.

For ail manufactures there must be tlie essential conditions. England is

a manufacturing countny, but draw a line acnoss thc kingdam sauth of the

Trent, including about two-thinds of the whlh area, and wliere wili you

find a manufacturing population or great cities, with the one exception of

Londan 'i IlWho thinks," asks Mn. Mott, "lof bringing the cotton trade ta

Kent, or tlie iran trade ta Lincoînl'" The Irish cannat hope without a

miracle ta be exempt from thc conditions by whidli ail other people are

bound. "l t is the case pneciseiy," says Matt, Ilof a famihy tao large fan

the family income; unable sufficiently ta increase it, but ail continuing ta

live at home." In other words, the table is not large enougli, nar the

provisions abundant enough, for those who have ta sit down ta it. Why

not go where an abundant mueal can be provided 1 Ask those wlia. are

partaking of it now, whethen they would go back ta short cammans.

Ahi this is fia disparagement of Ireland or the Irisli, wha have many

excellent and engaging qualities ; the presenit writer, who lives amang

Irish people, can speak ta that. WIy should Incland be asked ta perforai

impassibilities 1 There may be hardships in emignatian and a tugging at

the Ieartstrings ; thene is-the writer can speak ta that too-but there is

no diagrace. Large au is the Irisli element in the population of the United

States, ýthe German is langer stilh. A great emigratian is aiways going an

fromt England, dhiefiy ta Australasia. Mr. Mott says in conclusion, "Icannat

hene discuss the metliod by whicli the Irish cauld be induced ta lessen

thein number sufficicntiy ta cure thein own distress. If it is a question of

maney, it is wanth ta England as wehl as Ineland ahmost anything that it

wouhd coBt. But what is wanted is some kindiy and far-seeing system -hat

will not only bring the population ta the praper number now, but wilh pre.

vent it from incneasing again except as the means of living increase."1

-- __ ____D. F.

Wic cannot banisli from us the divine breatli-we must love.-Àmiel.

Am indebted to Colonel Baker, late of the Blues, who has resided for

wo years in Kootenay, and was this summer elected by a Conservative

aaJority to represent the district in the Provincial Parliamnent at Victoria,

or the following information about this part of British Columbia, with the

ubjoined particulars of its climate, resources, and capabilities :

is ranche of Cranbrooke is situated near Joseph's Prairie, and not far

rom the Kootenay River, upon an elevation of 3,068 feet above the level

if the sea ; it contains 10,000 acres, 400 enclosed, and lies in the centre

fa gold-bearing region, of which Ferry Creek, nine miles distant, is the

nost remarkable example, several hundred thousand dollars having been

aken from it. At PEalmer's Bar, in the immediate vicinity, $10 a day

are still obtained.
The soil in this extensive property is a ricli vegetable loam, differing

!rom the Kootenay bottomn lands, which are rîch sand loam, whule the

arge henches on both sides of the river are a rich 8andy loam. The fer-

tility of the land about Cranbrooke is evident from the fine quality of

ts vegetables, roots, and grains. Pease and cucumbers, grown in the open

air, were produced in constant succession fromn the middle of June tili the

middle of September, when 1 enjoyed them both. Potatoes and cabbages

attained an abnormal size, one of the latter, which was weighed during my

visit early in September, when then not f ully developed, reached twenty-

bhree pounds. A sunilower measured three feet seven inches round the

seed bed. The black wax bean. (a delicate plant) grows to perfection.

Hops cover the hoeuses in wild profusion. The quality of beetroot pro-

luced is extremely rich ini saccharine inatter, and heavy crops have been

raised without any irrigation. Alfalfa, a species of lucerne, lias been

cultivated with great success.

The winter is short, snow usually appears about the end of December,

and disappears at the beginning of March, neyer exceeding fifteen inches

in depth ; occasionally there are snow falîs in November, but these are

soon dispersed by the warm suni. The weather during this season is, on

the whole, comparatively mild; but cold waves of a few days' duration

do occur, and the thermometer has fallen to as low as 30' below zero.

The maximum. and minimum temperatures in the shade on the 29th

January, 1886, were 57' and 33', Fahrenheit. The geological strata

is of the Laurentian and Cambrian, nierging into the Carboniferous, systems

as the Elk River district is approached. Thie timber is composed chiefly

of large pines (the Pinus ponderosa), which often attain to four feet in

diameter, and make excellent lumber. The Douglas Fir aiso reaclies a

diameter of three feet, and there is a valuable variety of larch, commonly

called the tamarack, which differs materially fromn the species of that name

common in the low country. This maunitain kind is remarkable for its

durable qualities in water, and aiso makes first-class wood for building

purposes. Among the deciduous trees are the poplar, elder, and birch.

lit is thouglit that the larger fruits, such as apples, pears, and plums may

be successfully cultivated, as the sinaller bernies, including currants, goose-

bernies, raspberries, and stnawbernies, grow abundantly.

The capabilities of the Upper Kootenay Valley and the Columbia Lake

region for cattle ranching and horse breeding are of a very high order,

especially the latter, as liorses can range at large during the whole winter

without extra food or shelten, and thrive in a wonderf ai manner upon the

natural bunch grass of the countny. With regard to cattle it is considered

advisable to provide open shelter sheds for the cold weathen, and ta furnish

themn with a moderate amount of fodder, which can be procured in abun-

dance fnom the hay marshes extending throughout the country. A veny

necessany itemn in stock-raising, is the quantity aud quality of the waten.

It prevails everywhere ; large rivens flow in every valley, and numbers of

fine creeks are met with in ahl directions, containing water as pure and

clear as can be met with anywliere in the world, as well as excellent trout.

Although there is any amaunt of gamne in Britishi Columbia, sucli as

cariboo, elk, bean, black and white tailed deen, and mountain sheep and

goats, it is very difficult to obtain, on account of the dense forests which

are to be met with in the mountain regian, and the number of Indians

who are constantly engaged in hunting. It should also be borne in mind

that it is well nigh impossible ta have aiiy sport without the guidance and

assistance of same expcrienced Indian well acquainted with the country.

White men, with very few exceptions, are pnactically useîess.

The Gald Commissioner, Mn. Vowell, of Donald, and the Indian Com-

missioner, Dr. Powell, of Victoria, with Mr. Smythe, the Premier of

British Columbia, arrived at Kootenay a week after we did, and camped

upon the ranche, with the exception of Mn. Smythe, who becanie like

ourselves a guest of Colonel Baker's. On the day before the Premier's

departune a deputation of the settlers in the district waited upon hima to

welcome him ta the country, and ta request lis able assistance with the

P .rovincial Governmaent in furthering the development of Kootenay. These

views were adminably expressed and laid before Mr. Smythe by Colonel

Baker, their representative, who cailed lis attention to the pressing need

of a waggon road between Golden City and the Upper Kootenay, to

facilitate the conveyance of supplies at present carried by pack trains, and

aiso to place the settiers within reach of a central market on the Canadian

Paciflc. Mn. Smythe replied ta Colonel Baker's address in a short and

concise speech, saying lie had come among the people, and penetrated into

the interiar of the country, which ho believed no Premier had ever done

before him, to try ta ascentain what were the urgent requinements of the

settlers, and bring them befone the Huse when it met. H1e hoped to

connect the Upper Kootenay Valley with the auter world both by land

and water, througli the Columbia and Kootenay Rivens, which. couid be

joined by a canal, and made navigable fromn Golden City to the interior.


