
14THE GOOD NEW&

THE ALBÂTROSS.

The aihatross as 8ofÉon served poor Jack
a good turn wlion bis larder bas run bw
or wlhen Lo bas been cast tupon Rome deo-
late sca-bird island; and nianiy anGnyrnous
anecdotes are toi'] in the forecasi le re;ptet-
ing ihemr. But the inost reinarkabie 1
have ever heourd, bordering indeed on the1

inarvelous and incredible, if flot itreif a
proN idential miracle, is the folowi1ng, Coli-
taincd in substance iii a letter 4rum a-n
officoî' iii tho eighty-ilîirid regrinient or' the
Ençylish arniv te Lis friends iiiMntel
Wiihe thie division to -wiclhe b writer be-
iengcd. was on it.sw.ay to the Oluint, boitig
at that Jillo a1 short di inlce eot i f
the Cape, one cf the itoui iz eeely
flcggedl for sorne slight offeice. Madd en-
ed at the r>unislxent, tbe poor feiiow wvas
neo scolier îoî d, iluan, iii the ý;ight cf di
bis COuiradeýS ar'] dic sii's crew i srug
overLoard. TIoeeas a bigb soa riiniing-
at the tiire, atn', asiue rian swcpt, asteruý1,
aill hopc oft saviuig hua se111Uc te aî

Relief, howover, camernc a quarter11 wbiere
ieocone ever dieamed of loolkîng(l for it be-
fore.. l)uirig the dclay incidlent on lower-
ing a boat, an'] while the erowd, on dock
'were watclîing tbe formn of tht to!lier strug-
lingr w'ith t'lie boiling- wves, and growilig
evcry mnonient less distinct, a lreali>atroŽ,
sucb as are alw.avs folin' iii those latitud"s,
coming like intuagic, w ith an alm-ost imiper-
ceptible mnotion, appt oacbied aud inado a
fiwoop at the mari, wbo in theý algonies of the
death-stîLugglIe, seize'] if anud Lled it firîn iii
his graqp, anti by tîii nucans kepî afloat
untilaéSistance ivas redrdfrein thue vessel.

lItcredîie as Ibis stor-v scenis, ilie naine
aiu' position of the irter of the letîci',
Who ivas an' eye-witnesg of the scene. pinces
its auitheniitvl:ý Lovoud a dotibt. But lor
the asistance ibuts oY red io power coi
earth couid hatve savet ihe olir as in
eonsequence cjf tlue tremiendous sea run-
ning, a long time elapsed beibie the bonI
eoeuld ho inanned and got down, ail Ibis

Irnie~~ th nî lnig to the bird, wbo,.e
ifutterings and stivg-glcs te escale, bore in
ap. Who, atier this shoul'] despair t A
raging sea-a drowîîing mian-an albatross;
what oye cou id Fec Psafeîy under sucli cir-
*umstlancefs? or wlîo vvill dare ho eall this
chancet Is ilnot ratler a leson intenided
to stimulate Fali and Hope, a-nl teach uB

never to dispair, since, in the darkest mo-
ment, when the waves dash, and the winds
roar, and a guif seems closing over our
heads, Ikere rnay be an at1batroÉs at kanzd,
with a comiss&ion to save us front Him, of
w'hom it is Faid, "lAs birds flyinig, so will
the Lord of bostq (lefetid JTrîsalem; de-
fending also, bc 'wiIl deliver it, and passing
over, he wvit1 preserve itL"

There is another lesson ta-ughbt me by
thiis most maj!estic and bea-ut.iul of birds,
fur wvhicb, 1 think 1 ain a iipr man than
bel'ore. We c1serve that when captured
and Fet. at liberty in the ship, it can never
cf itse]f rise from the even surface cf the
deck, thiough outwardly untcoustrainied and
free ; lut ive ii.i Ite the n1oble bu i! over
board, or lift hiim qielceur q1t the ship's
rail, bcfore bue eaul raic Ili,, -10oîions pinions
au(ld utauim u air. '[heu huewill
stretcb those uinple ývings ad away
hnnohol t-M1Ce iii thec very> poetîvy cf inotioli,
aif ihe,ý1--stie, ('icinent of the air anid the

bird w(~ee, tii> çrazer wonder

-iilai il loiig to hc taiug)( the saine arial

Even so it is son.4timeýs witb the Christian.
liHe is bro-tihtby Providence into straits and
perpiexities, whelnrc lie Carnot rivýe and ex-
tricate luimrclf mln ,wbere thc wving of
faiith aîurd love -'ecux te bc et' no -vail to
birti, until a fîi icdly baud lifts him up and
throws bini out upon the deep, whcîle he
muiist say %vit i, Peter, "lLord save, 1I perishi."
'l'lin :ît once hoe loses despai r; lie surmnouuts
the diilielty ; lie breaks bis prsn; bie
mloiljuts, Up1 as 1 onogeswîg ow the
Pillion.s of failli anîd love ulobly Sstaiîî hlirn
and bear bim awvay aloft.. :cnd lie wonders
at the îîig1ht-ýnrre of douht andi fear that
kept hiin froin using thenu befoic. le is

osane f the wvrong tbeughts of God
tbat Lad b)eg-un te galber anid darken in bis
mmiid. lie secs that God wiras infiniitely
wise and good in appeinting the discipline
to which ho has been subjected, and h 3
Ilies ail the hi gber and botter for it in holi-
ncsýs now. Like the Ancient Mariner,
wluo bas served us for illustration once ho-
fore,

"Ho goes on like one that bath been
stîînn'd,

And is of seuse forlorn;
A better and a wiser mari

Ile'll risc to-morrow mnemn."
-Bey. H. T. Ukeeuer.

114


