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king and his singing soldiers
triuniantly hield the fieldi.

In ail the great Germian batties
for more than three hundreci and
seventy years, the soul-stirring
-%vords of this grand ol1( hynin
hiave "strengtliene l baud and
hecart and nerve"I for lieroie and
victorious action. During the
Franco-Germaii war this was the
favourite song, of the Germaxi
troops. Around their camp-
~fires, in the vallev of the Meuse,
:and as they marched to meet the
foe, this inspiring hiynxn filled every
lieart withi hope and cheer.

The day after the battie of Sedlan,
a contingent of the German arniy
wvas nxarching on to the Frencli
capital. At nighit they were
lodged in a large parisli churcb.
The intense straîn and excitement
of the battle-field were upon theux.
The menmory of that bloody fray,
and of their fallen comirades, un-
manned them, and they could not
rest. Suddenly in the stillness of
the evening ho ur carne from the
organ loft, at first very softly, but
with increasingý volume, the strain
of this majestic hyrnn, "A
migbty fortress is our Godl." The
officers and nmen cauglit up the
stirring mielody, until, frorn a tbou-
sand liearts and voices, the vaulted
aisies re-echoed with holy song.

Another of these strong, inspir-
ing hyrnns, andi one that is scarcely
second to Luther's great master-
piece, is Paul Gerhiardt's

"'Give to the winds thy fears."

The story of its origrin is 1no
doubt prophiqtic of the com-ifort and
courage its faith-filled stanzas have
brou glt to miany a hard-pressed
soldier of the cross. Gerhardt's
forceful preacliing of the Luthieran
doctrines greatly displeased bis
-royal master, the Grand ]Elector,
and lie sougbit to silence ini.

* John Wesley's translation.

iBetwecni the throne and the pulpit
a conflict wvas wvaged for several
years, but the separation between
themi grew wider ail the while.
G erhardt's con science spoke with
weighitier authority than Gerhiardt's
king. At lengthi, in 1659, the un-
yielding pastor wvas transferrcd
froni bis church and home in Ber-
lin to the Archideaconship of
Lubben in Saxonv. To this far-
off appointrnent, wvith his (lelicate
wvife and bielpless children, he be-
gan a journey, which wvas destined,
on account of sickness and delays,
to be protracted for several years.

One niglit the sorrows and suf-
ferings of his loved farnily I)resse1
uipon biini sorely, and lie wvent out
into a neighbouring wvood to
gather strengtb in prayer. Whlilc
thus engaged, these wvords of
gracious promise, " Commit thy
wvay unto, the Lord; trust also in
himi and lie shahl bring it to pass,"
carne to, bis soul xvith such blessed
assurance that hie rece.ived imime-
diate comfort and strength. Ris-
ing from his kuces, and wvalking
to and fro -in the quiet of the niglit,
he began the composition of tliis
bynin, wbich lias brouglit such
abounding cornfort to miany aii-
other care-laden soul. Retuiring,
to the bostelry, lie found bis wife
greatly cast down, and hie soughlt
to cheýer bier wvith bhis text a'nd
hymn. At lengtli, wvith trust andl
confidence in their heavenlv
Father's love and care, they re-
tired to rest, purposingc to

Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to cotiamand,"

but "ere sweet sleep their ey'elidls
closed,"' a thunderous knock at
thieir door filled tixeni with reliewed
apprehiension. Soon, howevcr,
fear gave place to joy, Mien thev
k'arned that their midnighit visitor
w% as a miessenger fromn Duke Cliris-
tiani of Mensburg offering to die
faithful preacher " a church, people,
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