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L qd etllorate trentises i thcology are excellent in
tiacir place ; but tuit place is tint the footpatla or street
corner iu whlch a render of Izigersoîl pauses to ask
a question or press a dilliculty. Readincss and dex.
tcrity in conversation is a aniost vtlable quattlication
here In ail dcpartilents of church work.

Lnst, gir>pdheiilfh a,:dskiiis. WVhnt w~ith cold win.
tcrs andi long prairie rides, it is ton drastic a country
for dehicate constitutions. As for înctancholic pessi-
rnistic dispositints, they are flot likely to do citherwise
than hindcr thc work disnstrotisly.

1IOL IDA YS A ifONG TYE ISLA A'DS 0F- 7714
ST. LA J1'RANCE.

If evcr there wvas a river capable of supplying
almnost bousidless script for plensure grounds and ioli.
day-mnaking to a liard worlced andi bus)' people, il is
our noble St. Lawrence, more frequenteti cvcry )ear
by botb Amicricans and Canidians, 1) ing as it dues,
su conveniently adjacent to Northern Neu liork and
Eastern Ontaria. Not thtiinha.bitatnts itiese pairticu-
kir localities alone, howcver, enjoy its privilcges.
people conte front east, %vest, north andi àuuth- front
hot i>ennybl' aia.,, andi nearIN tb bot 'Montreal, <rum
Boston an(t Chicago, to enjo> the pure delicious tir,
andi the iii.an(tuld plcasures uf buating in atil ma.antr
of wvays amig thc beaufatful islands. In suimmer, irn
August spca!,the river is aline iatl pleasure
bonts of tll1 %oitb and sizeb. frout dt liandbumecly
equippeti andi costi> steamn yacht of a toili kang-a
Clcopîatra's barge in its way-to the primitive birch-
bark canoe. 0f tlc, indecd, the ancient canne hans
,oint; tu the filint iith .sî u cdent duecrminaacîa tu
4survive " as "the. hittest." For the great t entre of

attraction %vas ver) irccently the camp of the Amenè-
cari Cance Association, wthicb, for the. labt tut, or
three %cason.,,, lias helti its annual " nterî - t Grand-
stone I sland- onie of the largest Amecrican iblands-
stretching front tht hieat of Wells Ibland tiup ta Liay-
ton and Gananioque, on the opposite bihores of the
river, here, about ciglit miles %vide. Tite siglit of
tlte canot t.îinp ib à yellow round-blaoulieredi hall,
about fivc mniles beloit the Canadian village of
Gananloque, andi about three above the " Thousand
Islandi Park," on WVell's Island, front ulicb it as seplai.
atcd by a ttide bay, gîviniz ample si ope for aquatmc
evolution2. Tite lili is a bare one, shinuing tawny
amiti the green uoodcd islands fur mies tay ;but
thcrc ts a lighit fringe of trces at thae wvater's edge.
which shelters sorte at least of tic ttnts of rtc canoe-
ers. These are dliideti into hitd chisters, belonging
to the différent local clubs. Aiiiong the Anierican
clubs rcprcsentcd are -lht Brooklyn, New Var], anti
Kniclcerhockcer, Amsterdam, Newburg, Sing.Sing,
Cantona, Lowell, Boston, Hartford, Oswego, Plula-
delphia, Ilitisburg, Florida, Ogdcnsburg ; amiong thre
Canadian ocs, the principal are Royal Military Col-
legc, Kingston, Brackville, Peterboro', L.indsay, To-
ronto, Descronto. Thte Mlother Country across the
sea is rcpresented by two canocists, Messrs. P"ovel
andi Stewart. Other praminent men aie WV. P. Ste.
phien, ccèitor of Pa;rest and Sireaen, Paul Butler and
R. B. Purchard, oi Ncwv York, wba atone bas per-
forîncd the fient of sailing dawn tire rapids of the St.
Lawrence in a canoe The Britisha anti Aniierican
flags flont side b)' side over the prctîy little encamp.
mets andi the cannes, as they lie, drawn up an the
shore %vlcn not in use. 'rhcy are extremely dainty
and graceful little craits, the greater numlber bcing of
the deckcd "lRab Roy " mode], beautifully finisheti in
varnistied woad. Others, as the Canadian "Rice
Lakec," are of the original open builti, and a few of the
padiers use the original bark canoe, wbich certvainly
is tht miost picturesque. Most of the modem cnies,
howevrer, carry two sals, a tolerably large ane ar the
bow, and a small ont astern ; some bearing insteati,
little lateen sails. They look as pretty as white
swans when gliding over the blue waters of the bay,
under the light rippling b-.eeze of a fine August aller.
noon ; and hardly less gracciul when the sails are
down, and tlhey are silcntly and stviftly propelleti by
the noiseless paddle. Ont af the Peterbaro' canots
is styled tht " baby"' of the camp, being onlly ten
ct in lengtb, two in width, and about ten pountis in

wc:ght. The Englishi canots arc radher broatier andi
heavier than the American; andi the Englishman sits,
or lies, rnucb lowcr in his 'Rob Roy," only a little of
bis head showing above its deck, wyhite tile Anrerican

sits on, thc railing of the central hale. Ail managet
their crafîs wvilt ilucla dcxterity, including the lady
inembers ai tht association, of vhoîn tîtere arc about
twenty in camp. '1hry have a pretty little eneanp-
ruent oi tlieir own, in a shady grave nt tht southern
cxtremity, called appropriately, Squaw lPoint. There
is a common dining hall a teanporary lighit wooden
structure, open al arounti ; andi alinost cvery little
c'amp lias its central marrîuc for a sitting ruent. Some
of the canoeists have siînipy a littie canvas "catnot
tent," or liglit caver, under whaiclî tlaey cari sleep in
their calme T~he cam lie is tielightfully iree andi
easy, andi tht hontnîien, in thteir picturesque fla.nnel
boating staits and biats, look as if tlmcy enjoyed it
tlaorouglaly. Cif course no ac is nllowed to land
wiîaout tlle bridge of the association, except at statcd
times, and the beach is kepi sttictly lintrolleti aIl
dav-a necessary larecaution where nioney andi valu.
ables mnust often lie kept iii the open tents. Vice
Commodore R. IV Wilkiis, of Brooklyn, %vas Acting
Conmmodore, Cainanodort Rathbun bcing a Cana-
dian. Sccretary S'eide had i ntl laam a canot, the
Aurora, ina uhich lit lias ciu.sed un netly ahi the
waters of the L'ajtrd Statts.

Of course, the "c.imîueists" art out from early
iliun till dewy evc, cruising 14enetally acrobs LEl
BJay ta WVells Island, bilt soinetsmeà going up andi
down the river as far as Cla>ton andi Gananoque.
Certain days are tieoteti to racing. Here is 3he
prograinatte fur ont rent dity " Paddling race, ont
mile, calme and load to %weigla 200 pounds , paddling,
ane mtile, weight i6o pountis , paddliîag anti sailing,
alternated each hiaIt mie, far thrc milts ;padting,
ont niile, weiglit i20 pounds: paddling in tandem,
ane mile, with deckci ýan.es , àsatlisig races, three
miles ; hurry-srtirry race, ton, yards run, tuenty
yards swini, zoo yards patdîre , tournamentb andi
gyinnastics." A fanal iternationaal race for the
chanîpionship and guardi.tishja of tlle ccp, %% nds up
the proceedings.

A description cf the cannt camp %ontàlt not, hou.%
ever, be conîpîcte without ant .ucoutat oi the closing
grand illumination, which c azjures up, uîith tht alid of
a bonfare, and a few lamps and lanterns, a 5cene of
enchaninent that înight lead th.e onluokcr ta dreamn
for ani hour or two that lie was in X'enice. A night
without moonliglit is cf course pnarposely scectcd,
andi as the dusk deepiens into darness, lîg:îtE sparkle
out as if by magic alang tht shadow: sl.nrc, andi dart
ta and Iro like large fircilies across the dark water.
Ere long, the several encampmcents along thc beat Il
aire aIl outliaed in liglits, maine being decorated utht
fiery arches, pyramitis andi monagrams, farmîing
neariy acontinuaus line ofliglit fur pcrhaps lialfa mile.
The ladies' encampinents sparkle like a tinta of dia-
mantis out of the deep shadaw of its pratecting grave ;
andi ail t quiVerias ligilts, YelOW, rti anti. greta,
aire doubleti in the undulating reilection oi the dark
water. A buge bonfire blazes an the suimmit of the
raundcd hill, anti throws a broad bandi of rcddy light
far inta tht river. Canots carrying lighis at stem
anti stern, anti samc ai theni liung with Chinese Ian.
terns-sa as ta give theia a fantastir resemblance ta a
harp, a swan, or clephant,-glidc silently about in
capricious gyratians, or Coran a long quezeewlich seems
like a flery serpent as it sinuously turns anud twists its
long coi] aver tîme dark bay. Several steatni-yachtý, aIl
sparkling with lagbts, and some excursion steamers
add their quota ta the mîise eni scene ; and when t
calourcd Grck lire begins ta burm, and rackets anti
Roman candies fi11 tht air wvlth their colaureti stars,
the entertairiment seems complete. h is alltht mort
like an enchanteti sceat, because sa silent, exccpt
wlien tht steamers sutidenly set up an orchtestra
chorus ai wbistles in ail kcys, with an irresistibly
droit result ; or when a boating sang cames ringing
out front a number af manly voices with great spirit
and charming effect. But the pretty illusion is short-
lived, andi in a very short time bath lights and tents
are fied, anti miniature Venice revcrts like Cinldercîla
ta ils original condition of a bare and salitary bill
avcrlookîang an almost tieserteti bay.

(Ta bc concluded nex zvewek.)

LE TTER PROM DR. MA CKA Y, FOjlMOSA.

The fcllowing intcrc.sting letter bas been reccîveti
from Dr. M.Nackay, missionary ina Formosa: Out in
t't Pacifac, north-cast front Iclung, there are tlhre
islantis, called hi' fareigners Pinnacle, Craig anti
Agincaurt, anti by tht d<hinese rcspectivcly, Flowcr

l'ot, Bird anti Large Island,. Thle latr nameis nt"_
e-xcecdingly app)rop)riate, as tlacy ,indicaite tht charac.
ters of tire islands. I have vismted tim threc tinmes,
amud as I n just back front the hast trip, a few notes
mnay bu of sorte interest ta your thansantis af teadtrs.

Pinnacle is îtothiiag mnore or less than two îrregulstr
rocks close togetlier, standing about fifty fecet above
the water. Approacact iront tht sonatl, it ccrtaînly
becats resemblante tu a Chinese iflawer pot. It %s
nakcd, bare and barren. Sea bards anly take tinte
ta rest tht "lsoles of thîcir <cet"- upon it.

Craig, an the othcr laand, %vas surely lienveti uII ex-
pressly for te tlying dw~ellers of tht sen. Une zîde
riscs rugged nti perpendicular fully two htî'ndrcti
feet, then slapes riglit down ta the watcr's edge. Ily
standing there you take in the entîre slaping surface
witb ane view. That surface occupies about two
acres. It is smnooth, withotit trecs or sltrubs, andI
camphetely cavered with a sof: grass, whîtrc tht birds
lay tîteir cggs wîthout nmaking itry kind ai nests wlaat-
ever. Only a fcw rocks here nnd there Taise their
lieads above tht grass. U.f course, tht cdges of the
sîdes of tire aslanti have rocks a.il alang. WVhat kinti
of rock? Volcanmc anti scoriaceaus, black and irregu-
lar. Andi tht grasses., wtîai. kinti art they I picketi
up fiftcen différent inds, ai belongîng to tht sanaiy
beach type. J' Iowers, there are none.

Insects include tht muca dreachcd centapede, several
5pets of the beetie famtty, tht ily anti mosquiio. Ilui
tire dîstanguashiet fecature of tht asland as that mt as a
'*homne." Yes, tht grand sight worthy af admniration
as ta gaze at tht sky,

LITERALLY DARKEN'Et tvilrt %L~A GUI.iS,

etc., etc., rm!urning home fron. tire fashaing excuursions
far aut an tht deep, deep sea, anîd haverîing a icw
moments, then settling tiotn, apparently each in bis
accustomed lianie. Rocks, lcdges, points, pentes, anti
that whole slopalg surface une inass of living crea-
turcs' WVlen on a steamer, haow often have 1 stooti
for 'leurs watching tht storuny petrels, sen gulîs, etc.,
on thae 'rtests of the arigry waves , but ta set their
hoame, andI, indced, rernain a vhiole night in their
m;dst, is sa intcnsely incresting that it cna't be put
on paper, berause we risc fraont tlîem and sec'. their
Creator, tht divinîe, great anti merciiul God.

Every year, a dozen or sa cf tîte inlaabitants of Agira.
court go ta gather cggs and catch birds. As these
cggs lie thick aIl over, bushel baskets are soanl filled,
and as the birds get iairly setti down, torches are
carried, anîd ttwa busîtel bags soani tilled, wbcn they
arc taken near a large firt, one by one taken ont and
clasheti against a large stonle until
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are collecteti among the tieafening cries o! tht poor
hîrds. Irn tht rnorning they are cun open, salteti anti
dricti. h can be easily seen haw tleir numbers naust
decreast enoranously every yar. Immense turtles
are aiso baokcti up night aiter night by these destroy-
ers ai birds. Agincaurt is înuch Jarger than the
other two, anti lias a surface of perbaps nen acres.
There are about ane bundreti inhjdbitants (Chinese),
originalîy from Ktlcng, Formîosa. These lîve on one
sie o! tht island in sali stone htts, with doors from
thrce ta four feet bigb. There grawv trees, shrubs,
grasses, anti flaivers. There aise skip irom hihlock ta
iiillock. flocks ai goats. The main production is
Indian corn, which is ctnr in aIl kinds of iarms.
'Millet, pumpkins, cuzumnbers anti beans are groîva.
Ahl these articles a! food, witb their salteti birds and
shcll-fash they got by tiiving, answer so well -that tht>'
cart little for rice, etc. The people I founti vcry
bragbt anti kind, anti tbey remember nmy former visit.

On tht top af tht islanti, just above the buts, 1
came across

A ROUND FORT,

sucb as I saw in Suthcrlandshire, Scotiand. i looketi
ancient ini evcr particular. Tht altiest man 1an tht
islanti (abou~t seventy five) coulti gîve no accounit ai
il- '%hen tht Dutch bult a fart on Palmn Islandi, did
they aiso crect one on thai istanti and mour it with
guns? Or did i utiny take place an board a pa.ssing
vessel, andi the mutineers get left bebinti an that
isie of the sta? Or ivere brave niaruncrs gallantly
ploughing the deep until tiuring a storra or dari, night
their noble ship was dasieti ta piccùs anti they Ieft
on that loraely isle as so many Robinson Crusots ?
None can tell, conjecture is in vain, andi there art no
tigures ta decapher ; but sure cnougb, anxious hantis
la the bygane past put stont upon stont, anti there
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