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Our merchauts have been much surprised at the action taken by the British Columbian Legislature in raising the dutics on a!l goods,
without distinction of place whence imported. That this will seriously affect our relations with the sister Colony, there can Lo no-possible
doubt, and itis equally clear that this step was taken with n view to direct importation to New Westmineter; the sulcidat character of such
measures is t00 prtent (0 require any notice from us, but the peculiar feeling extibited Ly the Now Westminster people in their attempt to
tcammel tho ccmmerce of this Island is unwise ia the extreme, In addition to this it must be remembered that New Westminster has beon
created wholly” by the energy, industry, and fostering care of the people of Victoria.

In treating of 2 matter of such vital importance to commerce as the lavying of onerous duties, we may be forgiven if we nre ted n litto
beyond the ordinary limits, that such subjects nre nllowed ina pablication liko the present ; wo cannot however deny ourselves the oppor-
tunity of imprexsiug on our readers the impolicy and injustice of such o measure

The duties heretofore levied in Dritish Columbia were happily calculated to meetall the necessary expenditure of Government, when such
cxpenditure was shared by the peoplo of this isiand,nnd nt the same time offered no temptation to sllicit teaffic; they wore ntall timos cheerfully
paid by our merchants and sere easily and cheaply eollected; they presonted no real restriction to trade, and thus met all requirements,
Now all this is to be changed to suit the caprico of certain would be legislators. Tu the first place no amount of proiection can induce ship-
owters to send their vessels to New Westminster, as any difference in their fuvor, created by speciiic duties will bo more than cogaterbal.
anced by the greater risk to navigation and consequent high rates of premium in marine policies,  Secondly, the smitl number of mee-
chants residingat New Westminster, would offer no sufficient inducemens to shippers abroad to send goods direct to that plnce. Thicrdly,
supposing goous were imported into New Westminster they would have to be hield by imnorters, as no fureign merchant could afford to lock
up his capital, for the length of time required to realise in a place where the demand would be so limited.  Numberless otlier reasons might
be adduced to show the tutility of asy legislation with the object of making New Westminster o commergial entrepot.

On the otber hand, we have excellent harbours on this Island, easily reached and onen at all seasons of the year; their great convene
jence is so well known. that on tho completion of the proposed new Graving Dock at Eequimalt, captalns of vessels trading in the Pacific
will always give this port the preference for repairs; we have plenty of Jhe finest timber in the world at easy distances from the coast, with
inexhaustable supplies of conl and iron (to sy nothing of ather valuable mineralsy, /il of which will be duly turaed to account 1 o short
time. With such resources, tho unfailing attraction for popalation and wealth, can there bonany doubt of the future of Victoria ? One other
subject wo muy touch upon here; we would refer to the refative population of Vectoria and Now Westminster and the amount of nssessablo
property respectively; the difference is so marked as almost to lead to the belief that the New Westminster M. P.'s have been indulging in
a joke. ¢

Any facetiousness however, would be in very bad taste where the welfuro of these important Cotonies is hikely to be seriously®affucted,
and we have no doudt that when the subject is Iaid before the home Government such light will be thrown upon the question ns to make
our ncighbours feel heartily ashamed of themselves, and so bring about such an understin ling between the two Colonies as must untto
them with the bonds of interest and fricadship; their relative advantages make them necessary to each other, and the progress of ono is
tho success of the other, and thus the idea of antagonism is absolutety rildiculous.

There are nd arrivals from England or San Francisco since our last,

As we have not space to give the Tarift referred to above, we shall publish it in our next issue,
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