
" THE BEST SEA STORY EVER WRITTEN."

A NYONE who undertakes to reverse some judgment in his-
-^^ tory or criticism, or to set the public right regarding some
neglected manor work, becomes at once an object of suspicion.
Nine times out often he is called a literary snob '"or his pains, or
a prig who presumes to teach his betters, or a "phrase-monger,"
or a "young Osric," or something equally soul-subduing. Be-
sides, the burden of proof lies heavy upon him. He preaches to
a sleeping congregation. The good public has returned its ver-
dict upon the case, and is slow to review the evidence in favour
of the accused, or, having done so, to confess itself in the wrong.
Still, diiflcult as the work of rehabilitation always is, there are
cheering instances of its complete success ; notably, the rescue
of the Elizabethan dramatists by Lamb and Hazlitt and Leigh
Hunt. Nor in such a matter is the will always free. As Heine
says, ideas take possession of us and force us into the arena,
there to fight for them. There is also the possibility of triumph


