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YIDDISH-THE LANGUAGE OF THE

Address by 1. E. Wilder, Managing Editor of the Israelite Daily Press, over CKY, Sunday.

Dec. 20th, during the Jewish Radio program sponsored by the Israelite

Daily Press,

Broadeasted every Sunday at 12.45 p.m.

(We deviate from our po

licy and publish this address in English, to satisfy the requests we received from .ﬁL"'YD:N ‘,.‘,? ApsR

many Gentfle listeners-in, ‘and others, to forward them a copy of this address.

Y1udio, CKY, Sun. Deec. 20, 1931,

der to h"m fellowmen than to bring

May | take this, the first oppor:|joy into their life and there is no

funity I have, to thank most heart-igyrea

ter joy, than that which touch-

ilv the host of people, young andfpg the heart, and we, those of us

old, from far and near. who hnve‘who

expressed so warmly their appre-
ciation of our efforts to put the old
familiar Yiddish language on the
air. I want to assure all of you who
are within my hearing, that if it is
a pleasure for you to listen to the
Jewish Radio programme, it is a
greater pleasure for us to have
made it possible. For we know of
no better gervice any one an ren-
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direct the Israelite Daily
Picss, we know that there.is noth-
that so~touches the heart-strings
of a Jew ad those melancholy iunes
our Mothers sang during our young-
er days. afid those words with
which our fathers and grandfathers
guided our earliest steps,

Ior th¢ “music® our mothers
loved expresases, as ne other musie
does, the heartache, the longing
and the yearning of the Jewish
people and the language this musie
14 met to ig that simple Yiddish,
which  some people mistakenly
rall—Jirgon,

NO, YIDDISH 16 NOT A JARGON.

Only last Friday night, Reverend
#ather Clartier of Montreal, speak-
ing under the @uspices of the Nat-
ional -Qounéil of Kdueation over
the Niutional Radio Network,
cluding CKY, showed how much
some English people wronged them-
selvas, ad he ‘put it, by.assuming
that, the Patols,/the language of the
French Canadian farm folks, was
a jargon. He spoke with consider-
mble pride of the noble origip of
the Patols and rightly contended
that a tanguage which has behind
it ‘a’ tradition,of hundreds of vears

nd is used by several millions of
peaple, is not a jargon to be spurn-
ed and despised, but a language
which enrvich the possessor and
which the English speaking Cana-
dians ought to respect and, betier
itill, endeavor top learn.

Whet js trae of the French Cana
lich' i 1tofg is equally true of ihe
Jewish-Yiddish. For Yiddish has

lsp & long apd rich tradition nn
v far greater numher-of devotéea,
Those wlio beliéve - that Yiddish
was o foundling; picked up- but

esterday by rvagpeddlars in the
back gleys, may bhe shocked 'io
hear but they should know, that
Yiddish' traces its ‘ancéstry back
aver 500 years. . Indeed, we know
of poems . thdt.'have  been ‘written
in Yiddish as far back as 1410, let
tlone stories.‘and prayers, And
‘ince that time, its use has become
0 widespread, that now 'Yiddish is
the language of Paily intercourse
of some 10 millions of Jews and haz
become perhaps the most universal
'anguagq an_earth. ‘As some aqne
sald, if Hebrew is the national lan-

j uege of the Jew. Yiddish is his

international language. For just as
the Jewish people are the most
widely scattered, so Yiddish is be-
ing spoken in almost every country
the world aver. Only the upstart
and the snob, the ignorant and the
vain, dares speak with eontempt of
Yiddish, for only such would deny
their ancestry or be ashanied of the
'anguage of their parents or grand-
parents, \
i Z

Of course, Jewish people every-
where must learn the language of
the eountry they live in. Both eco-
nomic necessity and a sense of
social responsibflity demands it;
nevertheless, those who, in the pro-
cess, neglect their mother tongue,
Yiddish, are the poorer for it. Be-
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cause only it can give the thrill
which one feels when expressing
one’s innermost feelings, Yiddish
is, and will for a long thme remain,
for the Jew. the language of the
heart. As R. L. Stevenson ‘said:
“Those who can speak with the
Irish peasants in their own native
tongue. form a far higher opinion
of their appreciation of the béaufi-
ful and of the elements of humour
and pathos in their hearts, than do
thoge' who kunow their theungh
only ‘through the medium..of' Eng-
lizh.” .

And ‘it cannot be otherwige. A

ment erected overnight, A language

generations of men;
out of the very soul of & people and
in its growth it adapts Itself to the
'actual physical texture .of the
|peonle that gave it birth: and it
rnn(\(]n that very texture to repro-
\dnce itself. In the hands of its mas:
|ter, the violin modifies its striicture
and reflects back sounds whigh are
{wholly peculiar tq its stor,
ywhich it alone can reproducs” The
violin of Jagha Hélfetz will reflect
the goul of Heifetz, no matter who
will play on it-atter him, 88 also
the Jews, with their singularly rich,
though sad. éxperience and peculiay
genius, -have produced 'this' ldng-
nage, Yiddish, which enshrings the
weglth of their colorful culture and
which alone vesponds “faithifily" 1o
the hearthrob; of the Jéw.-"“Lan-
rurge is the archives of history,”
said Fmerson, and the Jew's history
of the last four centuries ig indel-
tibly written in the Yiddigsh language
’-‘) that only to those who master
i Yiddish would yield its inner
|seerets. For it i3 not in the history
’h-\:t books. written  in  ponderous
fterman or laconic Knglish that the
Hatter life of the Jew ig written but
lin those heart-rending stories, c¢ast
{in unadorned Yiddish by such mas-
{ters as Peretz and Mendele, Shol-
jom Aleichem and Ansky, Sholem
{Ash and Pinsky, Morris Rosenfeld
and Yehuosh. It is in their imper-
{ishable works that the life of the
{Jew of yesterday and of today has
ibeen, and is being written. And it
tis those who read these stories,
|1hnx(~ who read one or anothér of
the 50 contemporary Yiddish Daily
Newspapers, everywhere.  who
manifest a passionate und enduring
Interest in things Jewigh, an ard-
ent desire to be helpful in the wid-
est sense . and to perpetuate and
develop Jewish Culture. .

it

And surely this is,a praisworthy
effort,

For we are far removed, we trust,
or pme race or one class, would
arrogantly elaim for {tself -world
(dominion or cultural supremacy.
'More and more people come to
realize that life on this earth can
be made more beautiful and hap-
pier if each and every nation' were
to have the chance peacefully Yo
develop its native talents, its own
individuality and make its distine-

of all. And among those nations
striving most passionately toward

history, must

be accorded a seat
of honour, A
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language is not a mechanfeal instru-

is the painfully evolved produet of
it 1a carved .

from the period when one nmation'

tive contribution to the well-being

this end, the Jew, the veteran of '
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