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New Brunswick’s Independent
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These newspapers advocate:

British connection

Honesty in public life

Measures for the material
progress and moral advance-
ment of our great Dominion

No graft!

No deals!

“The Thistle, Shamrock, Rose entwine,
[ The Maple Leaf forever.” J

FOUND OUT

The local government and all the candi-
‘dates who put on its uniform are now
about to discover that the electors of this
province are neither so careless nor so long
suffering as the government has supposed. |
For, three years the roads of New Bruns-
wick have gone steadily from bad to
worse. There was no time in that period
at which the government could not have
greatly bettered matters had it been hon-
est and competent. But the government,
being neither honest nor competent, has
robbed and offended every resident of the
province who makes use of the roads. It
was warned again and again that the
country - districts would not put up with
this great injustice, but the Premier and
his ministers, who travel by rail, insisted
that the Highway Act was all right and
that «it would produce good results in
time. That statement was an insult to
every man in the province. The law wase
bad enough, but the government did not|

N\

They defended it, but they allowed the
roads to grow .worse - from month to
month.

The farmers are not to be deceived in
a matter like this. They have suffered
discomfort and financial loss. They know
the men who are responsible. They know
that the administration, by its highway
policy, has placed in front of every man’s|
door, overwhelming proof that it is un-f'
worthy of confidence or support. The
roads cannot be restored to decent condi-
tion without the expenditure of much
Jabor and money. The job will cost much
more now than it would have cost had it
been taken in hand at the proper time.
The people, in addition to the discomfort,
inconvenience and loss to which they have
been subjected, will have to pay the
extra cost due to the bungling and indefens-
jble neglect of the Robinson government.
IThe Telegraph has frequently referred to
the disgraeeful condition' of the roads. Its
columns have contained many letters voic-|
ing protests from residents in different
gections of the province. The government |
declined to heed. the warning in time.

Finally, when the elections were in
sight, when the government members be-

| have it, first when Dr. Pugsley ran, and

“The Russification of Finland,” writes a
clever reviewer, ‘“is now advocated in in-
fluential circles, though as yet the Em-
peror is reported to have arrived at mo
decision. Almost exactly three years af-
ter the dramatic opening of the Russian
revolution with Father Gapon’s march on
the Winter Palace, and a little over two
years since the Czar, under the stress of
the great upheaval of October, 1905, gave
to Finland at one stroke her ancient liber-
ties, and more, the old reactionary pack
is once more in full cry against the Grand
Duchy. The present proposal is not only
to remove the liberal Governor of Fin-
land and to appoint a former subordinate
of the mnotorious Bobrikoff, but actually to
dismember the Grand Duchy by annexing
the Viborg district to Russia. History
can show few parallels to this swinging
round so enormous a circle in so short
time time—from absolutism through re-
form, complete constitutionalism and the
imminence of a social revolution back to
where the champions of absolutism feel
themselves securely in the saddle once
more. Grumblings against Finland, $500,-
000,009 for a new navy, the same old game
of border politics in Central Asia—the
Czar’s empire seems back at its old moor-
ings.” : ;

The Czar is back at his old moorings, or
near there; but with his empire the case
is different. The people have learned a
great deal in the three years—so much,
indeed, that it is wholly impossible to set
back the hands of the clock. Repression
now will be followed by explosion, the
nature of the one shaping the extent of
the other. The autocrat, strictly speak-
ing, cannot recall the liberties he conceded
under pressure. Declarations and edicts |
may temporarly limit the exercise of thesel
liberties; but what the people regarded as
concessions two yeare ago have now be-
come rights. The concessions might have
been withheld; the rights cannot be taken
away. The revolution will not go back-
ward. In one way or another, violently
in the main, growing intelligence will
drive it forward. {

UNSIGNED

In one of the government newspapers
Friday there appeared an unsigned com-

munication, over which appeared the head-
line “Mayor Denies Opposition Ac-
cusations.” We assume from this caption
that Mr. Sears was the author of the
anonymous letter, and that probably the§
signature was omitted through error.|
Other inferences are possible, but this is|
at once the more charitable and reason-|
able one. Assuming it to be correct, we|
are at a loss to know why the letter was
written. The writer says that he refused
to run on the government’s city ticket,
but was induced to reconsider and to
sacrifice his personal - desires ‘“for the
broader principles of party allegiance and
fealty to ite claims.” A sounding phrase
that; not so wide as a post office door
nor so deep as a well, but it must serve.
But he adds these words, to which we
direct particular attention:

“This I have done without exacting any |
reward from the government and if I have|
sought for recognition from Ottawa thexel
is mothing to criticise in this. . My friends
have worked, no doubt, in this direction
and long before my name was mentioned
in connection with the city ticket. And
whatever the Ottawa government may of-!
fer me, should they do so at all, will be
entirely independent of local politics.”

But—to get nearer to the every day
facts of the matter—what if it be known
on all sides that the candidate demanded
the post office and declared that he must

finally when asked to carry the local gov-
ernment’s colors in this city? To his
friends Mayor Sears has spoken much
more plainly than he writes. Even in his
letter, though he does not ’mention the
structure, the post office looms up to ob-
scure his virtuous contention that the fed-
eral office and the local nomination are
things apart.

“So far as I am concerned,” he writes,

“my position can easily be appreciated by
have,” he adds, “no office in my pocket.”
True. Were the office there, the Mayor|

To his|
own co'nfusion and that of his friends hel
has listened once more to the old decept-|
hay.” If he is to gain the post office he|

the electors.” It can be; nay, it is. “I|
would not now be a candidate. ‘
jve counsel: “Live horse and you'll get |
must first try to rescue the local govern-|

> | ment ticket. The men who have jockey-| political company he was
campaign outlook, they learned that thei ed Mr. Sears into this unfortunate posi-|into officz.

H;ppeam to be the case, his consent to

| more about the arrangement under which

leaders sought for another man in the
North End, and how he himself consent-
ed finally to run again‘mther than see
them in-a hole. Mr. Skinner had a claim
upon a nomination because he had been
defeated by Mr, Maxwell. The electors do
not grow enthusiastic over a claim like
this, but as candidates were scarce and
Mr. Skinner had recently won new fame
as a fmember of the local government’s
Prohibition Commission, he secured the
place. Mr. Skinner’s experience in handl-
ing public affairs has been neither exten-
give nor impressive. If we are to judge
from his public utterances thus far dur-
ing the campaign he cannot hope to con-
vince the public that his presence in the
Legislature is at all desirable. Mx. Laxa-
talum is at present a member of the
House. The opposition journals should
compile a record of Mr. Lantalum’s ser-
vices since he was elected, and those of
Mr. Purdy, and present them to the pub-
lic. They have done what their leaders
in the House told them to do. They have
become responsible for the acts of a
reckless and extravagant majority. There
is no likelihood that they will grow in
usefulness and independen\ce if re-elected,
and their records afford no adequate ex-
cuse for their reappearance as apologists
for the administration. As supporters cf
the present local government—and obedi-
ent supporters at that—these gentlemen
have no claim upon the Liberal party in
St. John, and the large independent vote
of the constituency will surely be record-
ed against them.

If Mayor Sears expects his reward
from Ottawa rather than from Frederic-
ton no doubt he will get it whether he
is beaten or elected on March 3. If, as

was the sort of comment which the whole
province could understand. The appoint-
ment was the limit. Government news-
papers in many places strive valiantly to
grow enthusiastic over the new Provincial
Secretary, but the task is a sad one. The
writers know very well that the Premier
should mnever have given them such a
selection to explain.

Naturally such a situation calls for much
explanation and much boasting by the
government press. Glowing reports are
printed from all directions in which it is
asserted that the administration has things
all its own way. In most cases these re-
ports are obviously untrue. It is not easy
for the government journals to deceive the
electors of New Brunswick about the out-
look. The vote cast in 1903 is well re-
membered in every county. In many
places a comparatively small change will
mean opposition success. In St. John city,
in Charlotte, in Kings, Sunbury, York,
Carleton, Kent, and Northumberland, it
is difficult to see how the government can
expect to carry any seats in March. In
St. John county, in Queens, in Albert, in

Westmorland, and in Victoria, such
reliable information as i8 now &t
hand indicates that the opposition
chances are good. Beyond question

the opinion is widespread in New Bruns-
wick today that the government is going
out. It is time.

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND PUBLIC
CONTROL OF THEM
The old theory that, because an indivi-
dual or a group of individuals secured con-
trol*of some public necessity, he or they
could continue to exploit it without much

become a candidate was all that was re-
quired of him, his best friends will feel
no scruples in voting against him and|
allowing him quietly to slip into the office
that is /believed to be held in store for';
him. He is not the man to be content;
with vague election promises now. Hef
has had experience in that line, and no |
doubt he has a definite and satisfactor_v?
understanding as to the future. It would |
be only fair to the electors to tell them

the Mayor consented to join Messrs. |
Purdy, Lantalum and Skinner in their
present adventure. As we have previous-

ly pointed out the \Mayor has
said  frequently and ﬂainly that
he did not want to go ‘to Fred-!
ericton.. No doubt he is now telling’

the electors that he does want to go. This!
sudden change of attitude may puzzle!
some. Tt would be well if the Mayor or|
his associates would make a clear-cut an-|
nouncement as to what is to be done for‘-
Mr. Seare by one government or t.he!
other after election. There is a wide-
spread conviction that Mr. Sears is to!
get an office of some sort. His own words |
are mainly responsible for this idea. One |
pleasing feature of this situation is that
gince the Mayor’s future is assurred it
will not be necessary to vote for him for
personal reasons.

As his associates on the ticket are thus
deprived of any strength he was expected
to bring them, their position is not en-
viable. They will have to stand on their
own feet. Of course, Dr. Pugsley will be
expected to provide considerable assist-
ance of one sort or another, but hope of
aid from that quarter is not very strong.!
Win or lose on March 3, Dr. Pugsley is|
bound to go right on making promises to',

| concessions they will exa_ct from the own-;
| ers of public franchises will in the end be

| day the enlarged powers to be conferred
" upon the Railway Commission indicate the

regard for the mass of people who make
their enterprise posesible, has departed.
In some places where the public has not
vet acted in eelf-defence, or where the
corporations are uncommonly influential
or well entrenched, the people suffer in-|
justice. But in every place where they
have properly asserted their rights they
have eecured justice or are in a fair way
to secure it. In those communities where
they have suffered temporary defeat the

more eweeping than if the public will
had been heeded in time. In Canada to-

drift of our policies affecting public utili-
ties, and beyond question Mr. Borden’s
idea that public control must be still fur-
ther extended is sound and backed by
strong and rapidly growing sentiment.
These propoeals involve no injustice to in-
vested capital; they imply no less respect
for vested interests, no foolish hostility
to capital in any form. They do involve
protection for the future against disregard
of the public rights and interests on the

part of men desiring unfairly to
take advantage of the necessities
of the many. It must be evi-

dent to most Canadians that thought-
ful and conservative progress along thesel
lines will make for sound and stable con-
ditions in. the Dominion and prevent the
necessity for sweeping and radical legisla-
tion later on when the growth of abuses
might well have made conservative reme-
dies impogsible because of public clamor
for sweeping measures.

Much/ attention has been given of late
to the New York Public Service Commis-
sion, (a creation of Governor Hughes
which hag helped to make him famous.

this city and this province. The defeat of i That this commission is heartily damned
the local government ticket here will not| by everyone interested in stock-watering
dry up the fountains of Dr. Pugsley’s and the abuse of public franchises is much
generosity. Tt will only convince him that| in its favor. Just now the commission
he must redouble his efforts. ‘is beginning an investigation of the seven-
| teen companies which sell light, heat, and
power in Greater New York. The resolu-
arkable: tion ?uthorizin.g this 'investigation is in-
patience in its treatment of the present | e deffm.n B8 1t'does, S
| of the commission in this matter and the
local government, but that patience haswl scope- of the proposed inquiry. A part of
been abused. For some time past the} it follows:
s?n\ewder ?olxtxcxam; e nre “Whereas, This commission has general
side have known that there were breakers| g nervision, among -other things, of all

|

ahead, that the people were tired of ne-| persons and corporations having authority

ON THE DOWN GRADE

This province has displayed rem

“maintained and operated for the security
and accommodation of the public.” Too
many of them forget that unless thesei
conditions are complied with the power“
which gave the franchise can revoke it,
and will do eo failing the promptness and
willingness of the company to mend its
ways. This doctrine is not confined to
the State of New York. The principle is
of general application. It is recognized
throughout Canada. It is a part of the
laws of New Brunswick. Only public in-

difference, which is of uncertain duration, |

stands between some of our public service
companies—the St. John Railway Com-
pany among them—and the legislative cure
for their. attitude toward the public which
made their existence possible and which
paye their bills today.

BRING IN NEWFOUNDLAND

The proposal to add Newfoundland to
the Dominion will quickly become a live
issue if Sir Robert Bond, when he goes to
Ottawa, makes it clear that the Island is
ready to discuss reasonmable terms. The
Montreal Witness believes Canada’s door
is wide open, and that the Ancient Colony
will receive a warm invitation to come in.
It says in part:

“Sir Robert Bond’s projected visit to
Ottawa for the purpose of discussing the
relations between Newfoundlapd, of which |
he is premier, with the Dominion, revives
the question of that colony joining the
Confederation. There is nothing new to
be eaid on the eubject. It has been dis-
cussed in all its bearings for over forty
years. Delegates from the Island took
part in the first Confederation confer-
ence, but its government declined to par-
ticipate when the movement was taking

concrete form and there was no Con-

federation party in the colony to support
the cause of union. Sir John Macdonald
subsequently made several advances to
bring it about, but met with no response.
When Sir Mackenzie Bowell was premier, |
Sir William Whiteway, at that time headi‘
of the Newfoundland government, visited |
Ottawa and discussed terms of union, but
his financial propositions were considered
excessive and the negotiations came. to
nothing. They certainly were such de-
mands as one would make who held the
handle of the whip, rather than such as
simple equity would dictate. Though they
were more than fair to the colony it was
perhaps a mistake to refuse them. It was
thought at the time that had Sir John
Macdonald been offered the same oppor-
tunities he would not have let slip the
chance of rounding off the Dominion and
completing his life-work as an Empire
builder. The present government would
gladly welcome Newfoundland into the
sisterhood of provinces, and would not
be ungenerous in the consideration of
terms. Union would be advantageous to
both in many ways, and Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, we feel sure, will do all in his
power to bring about so desirable a r2-
sult.”

NOTE AND COMMENT
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NO STORM LIKE
" IT SINCE THE
- SAXBY GALE

Monday, Feb. 3.

From early Saturday evening until after
midnight St. John and a large portion of
New Brunswick experienced a storm which
has not- been equalled since the Saxby
gale, which has become the standard by
which all heavy “blows” are measured
here. Nova Scotia and Maine had it too.
The wind reached sixty miles an hour here
about midnight and kept up that velocity
for fifteen minutes but at Lepreaux this
was far outdone for eighty-four miles an
hour was recorded there.

All along the Bay of Fundy coast great
damage has been done. At Jeast one light-
house has been wrecked, several wharves

suffered, and wseveral boats have been
smashed. No serious shipping catastrophe
has been reported in provincial waters,
though Halifax reports a quarantine
schooner missing and probably sunk. The
schooner Abana was wrecked on the Maine
coast but no lives lost.

In St. John wharves were wrecked, the
steamer Empress of Ireland broke from
her moorings, a fish warehouse was blown
off Navy Islahd into the harbor and car-
ried up towards the falls. Carleton county
suffered in buildings demolished, the heav-
iest loss being the destruction of A. C.
Smith & Co.’s fine produce warehouse at
East Florenceville.

Pilots and other men of the sea say that
the fury of the gale has not been equalled
since the .Saxby gale of the sixties. It was
at its worst at high tide and this made
matters worse along the water front. At
times, North and South wharves were par-

The government newspapers build ex-
tensively upon the fact that Dr. Pugsley |
was returned here without opposition,
when he accepted his present office. They;
may recall what Mr. Edward Sears said '
and did about that time. ~ What has |
wrought the change?

* % »

Before the campaign is much older the!
public will expect Messrs. Purdy, Lanta-
Jum, Skinner to explain in detall why!
they are supporting the local government.‘i
They cannot expect. the electors to believe |
they were carried away by sheer admira- |
tion for the government’s record. What
feature of the government’s policy appeal-
ed to them? Was it the increase in the !
public debt? The Cential Railway? Mr.|
Malcolm’s International? The state of
the roads? The decision to transfigure
Mr. E. H. Allen by calling him Provincial
Secretary? The asphyxiation of the Hon. '

glect, incompatence and reckless extrava-, under the law to erect or maintain wire

ance, wretched service, and a public debt conduits, ducts, or other fixtures, in, over,
fnounting at a rate to makep even :}‘:@ e e ko shats, By
: i he| lic places in the counties of New Yotk,l
spendthrift politicians thoughtful. Premier Kings, Queens, and Richmond, for the!
Tweedie did not hesitate when the chance purposef of ]f'ux}‘lnishing or tramsmitting elec- |
He stepped out. Hon. Mr. Pugs-| tri_c1_ty or light, heat, or power, or main-|
o e A f:rpobehind b Geugs | taining underground conduits or ducts; |
y im,, =0 =0LEY and for the purpose o6f properly performing
Robertson, who saw which way the wind; the duties imposed upon it by law, it is |
was blowing and who had no fhith in the to be informed of the methods!

| necessary
keeping, went

came.

| employed by such companies in manufac-i
: "% turing and supplying electricity for light,
Some of the more hopeful in| heat, or power and in transmitting the

| Mr. Skinner, to put on the whole armor

James Barnes as a cabinet minister and
his reappearance as a highly paid servant
of the people without their desire or con-.
sent? Or did all these things together
cause Mr. Purdy, and Mr. Lantalum, and,
of righteousness and become governmencj
candidates? Mr. Sears, we know, was
moved -by none of these considerations. |

Anything the Ottawa government may 'do“‘I

tially submerged and some of the uprights
on North wharf were torn away. Some
casks of oil and molasses were rolled about
and some timbers thrown up on the wharf.
Three or four scows belonging to the Do-
minion Coal Co., broke loose and were re-
captured only after a great deal of diffi-
culty. The water was a foot deep in the
office of the Dominion Coal Co. and_all
along Smythe street. William Doody,night
watchman at the wharf, said last evening
that he had been around the wharf for
forty years and had never seen the like
of the gale. Gibbon’s wharf was also dam-
aged considerably.

The street cars struggled along well but
were unable to run on schedule and at
length were stalled in different parts of
the city. Many windows were blown in
in different sections of the city and other
minor mishaps occurred.

Mr. Hutchinson, head of the meteorolo-
gical service, gave out the following sta-
tistics: The storm wstarted from a south-
east to southwest wind but shifted to the
porth and northeast. - At 8 o’clock Satur-
day night there was a forty-eight mile
wind and snow was falling thickly. Just
about midnight the greatest fury of the
wind was reached—sixty miles an hour.
At 1 a. m. Sunday the wind was forty-four
and at 2 it had fallen to thirty-four. Then
it increased to thirty-six to forty but dur-
ing Sunday subsided and at 8 o'clock last
pight was blowing twenty-four miles an
hour from the northwest. On Saturday
night the snowfall was one and one-half
inches, then rain fell until 2 o’clock Sun-
day morning. The rain fall was one-third
of an inch.

urday evening and knock off. The tide
rose -three feet over the wharves. \
At 11 oclock excitement ran high for
the steamer Empress of Ireland broke her
bow lines and was drifting across the’
dock. The passenger gangway fell from
the wharf and hung to her side. A large .
gangway fell from the after part of the
steamer and drifted to sea. The C. P. R.
tug Cruizer came to the assistance of the
Ireland and brought her back to the
wharf. In order to make the hawsers fast
around the mooring posts, eailors had

lines made fast around them and they
were lowered into the water which covs
ered the wharf. The Empress, however,
was made secure at 12 o’clock.

On Navy Island a large fish store and
wharf belonging to John Christopher, of
Carleton, was carried away by the heavy
seas and drifted up by Warner’s mill.
Most of the summer's catch was stored
in the shed. On Rodney wharf half the
planking along the street railway track
was torn up by the seas.

84 MILES AN HOUR
AT POINT LEPREAUX,

At point Lepreaux the like of the gale
had not been experienced for many years.
Robert Belding, the lighthouse keeper, re-
ports that the wind tore along at the rate
of seventy miles an hour and that at one
time it reached the phenomenal rate of
eighty-four. Not since the Saxby gale has ¥
the wind been so violent. Considerable
damage was done.

Mr. Belding said the wind had such force
that he was obliged to crawl on his handd
and knees from his house to the lighthouse
in order to tend his lighte as he could not"
stand before the fury of the wind. The
house stands on a brow overlooking the
bay and so great was the force of the gale
that several hogsheads near the house wers
filled with salt water which was carried up,
by the wind.

Mr. Belding said he had heard a report
from Dipper Harbor and that the schoon-
er Alice May had run against the break:
water there and had her stern damaged,
also two wharves were destroyed. The
schooner Ruby parted her chain but man-
aged to hold fast.

‘At Chance Harbor, wharves were broken
up and four fishing boats_on the beach
were smashed. Two of these belonged to
David Tiner and two to Winslow Belding.
Some fishing gear which was in the boats
was blown up into a barn in the vicinity.
About 100 fect of the breakwater is re-
ported carried away.

Mr. Belding reports a barkentine passing
inwards at 5 o’clock Sunday afternoon and
also a steamer, probably the Iahome,
passing out at 2.30 o’clock.

ST. MARTINS LIGHTHOUSE
DESTROYED BY STORM

A telephone message from St. Marting
vesterday brought word that the light-
house and seventy feet of the eastern
breakwater were washed away during the

| height of the gale. The lighthouse, which

Damage on Harbor Front.

| stood thirty feet high and 20 feet square
! The water front on the eastern side of |

was erected 21 years ago and rebuilt last

the local government party believed| same, and the methods employed by them | for him will be incidental, and is in mno|

meglectad roads were everywhere the: tion are men whom he formerly denouncedi
Premier Robinson would set things right.!in the transaction of their business, and

cause of bitter complaint. The govern-| .. unworthy of confidence. . Seeking to de-

ment leaders immediately became panic—,
stricken.

damage was already done and that the ad-|
ministration could not hope to escape the |
penalty by professions of repentance. This|
is an outrage which affects the votérs in|
every parish. The offence has grown
steadily. Complaint brought no relief. |
The politicians who had been so long in'
power were independent; they were not |
#“approachable” so long as the elections |
were distant. The Telegraph’s information |
concerning public sentiment throughout |
the province today justifies the conclusion |
that the government will pay dearly for |
the wrong it has done the people in this|
matter of the roads. The case is so clear;
that no deception is possible. There
were men in the government ranks whoi
implored the Premier not to go to the|
country until the Highway Act had been |
repealed. The Premier knew that to re-
peal the act would not mend the roads
this spring. He preferred to risk it while
the snow still covered the ground. But
the snow will not save him and his follow-
ers. They will have to take their medi-
cine. The people have found them out.

THE CZAR'S OTHER MOOD
“l.» reactionaries have the Czar fully in
~an again; and the visible evi-
that they will hold him
~wnd national disorder

| must vote upon it.

rive advantage from the transaction,,

They announced that they| s Dirdy, 1o 2 : L
essrs. Purdy ntalum and Skinner will | amaze those who were of this opinion. | ¢; . . ; .
i f 1 . -| tion of the public and in compl v
would repeal the road law. e vrouldi regret that the Mayor sought to explain' The bungling has been incessant. . mplane ¥ i
consul.t Fhe I?EOPlLf’ they would eppoint a| . .ng came so near to making a clean: Robinson could not have escaped the franchises and charters.”
commission—ignoring the fact that thely . .f of jt. What the electors think of | knowledge that in the matter

this exhibition of pure politics we shall!
learn a month hence. The matter is one |
demanding plain speaking, for the people

HARD TO ELECT

The leaders of the local government
party are now waiting to see what in-
ducements Dr. Fugsiey will offer the peo-
ple here to support Messrs. Purdy, Lan-|
talum, Sears and Skinner. The workexs,{
like the managers, know that this is a
hard ticket to elect. There is much com-
plaint because a stronger combination was
not arranged for. The delegates had to
vote on the names presented to them.
They had no choice. It was a case ot
this ticket or monme. There had been talk
about getting stronger but when
the test came the: stronger men would
not consent to run.

What was the difficulty? Principally,
beyond doubt, the difficulty was, and is,
the government’s bad record. It was use-
Jess to try to unload upon the Liberal
organization here the job of sustaining a
government for which the Liberal party

men,

was not responeible and for which party
it The
machine, of course, went through all of|
of organization and

has caused no end of trouble.

the usual “~motions

nomination, but the thing neeéded from

him of the
“5ld a nation
bayonets.

the first—one or two &trong men to give
the ticket weight—could not be pro-
duced. Mr. Purdy has told us how

the

| waether their property is maintained and

The record of the last few months t f
O operated for the security and accommoda-

Mr. | the provisions of the law and of their

of the This covers much ground. The “fran-
roads the administration had done theC chises, property and operations” of the
people of New Brunswick a grave wrong.| campanies are to be scrutinized, and,
Yet for a time he and his ministersi more to the point, inquiry will be made
actually defended the Highway Act. The|into the methods employed by the com-
roads for eeveral years had gone fromf; panies with respect to any discrimination
bad to worse. To defend the Highway Act | in rates, and whether such diserimination
was to add insult to injury. Then came| is undue, unreasonable, or unjust; wheth-
the remarkable confession that the meas-|cr contracts are required of customers
ure would be repealed. There was no|as a condition to service, and, if so, their
proposal to attend to the roads, no sen-| nature, and whether legal, just, and rea*
sible provision to remedy conditions lougf sonable; emergency service and auxiliary
grown intolerable. Then came the win-| service, regulatians governing the intro-
ter, and the long concealed news thatEduction of wires\ upon the premises of
there never had been any intention t":i customers and others, mecluding the cost
call the House together before the elec-|and charges therefor; regulations 'govern-
| ing the diBCOqﬁpﬁg}}Ce of service, and a]‘l

tions.
To unload Ion. Mr. Barnes. had a,p-iso the price charged for electricity, and?
peared necessary. Our political history | any regulations governing the same; the |

contains few more clumsy performances‘; kind, condition, and accuracy of. metres|
than this unloading. The country did not | used, the condition of the wires, currents,
worry about the loss of this member of! conduits, and services, and generally the
the cabinet, but it’is naturally indignant | methods employed by the corporations in
over the proposal to pension him. While | generating and supplying electricity and
in the transmission of their business; and
shaking their heads over the Barnes case,| eévery other matter and thing necessary
the Premicr announced the elevation of | or proper to inform the commission
Mr. E. H. Allen, 1. C. R. claims agent,| Whether the property of the company is
maintained and operated for the security
few men on cither side of politics heard | and accommodation of the public and in!
The ap-| compliance with the provisions of law and |

Hon. Mr. Robinson’s friends were still
1

to the office of Provincial Secretary. Very

that news with a straight face.
betrayed the Promicr’s! their franchises and charters.
Tt will actually surprise many respect-

pointment, clearly
position and that of his government. Mr.
Ora P. King resigned about the time Mr.| able stockholders and directore of public

Allen took office. No doubt Mr. King service corporations to suggest seriously

way to be associated with his candidature.

His is a special case.
* » ®

Mr. McKeown is willing to do the talk-| D

ing for the government’s city ticket,
whose members are not good at defence or
explanation, but he would not take the
risk of running in this constituency. The
valiant Attorney-General knows a thing or |
two .about the chances. But before long.
he will be called away to look after his:
own fences in the county. Reports iudi{
cate that he will have more than his|
hands full there. - Messrs. Mosher and!
Clark are making admirable headway inf
the parishes. The government’s city ticket |
will soon have to defend itself. Mr. Me-!
Keown will be very busy elsewhere. i

|
. * = |

A hurried glance at the verses printed:
herewith almost convinced one. that they !
were written by a weil known local poeti
whose muse of late has been choked by
politics. - Further examination, of course, |
showed that a correspondent had for-|
warded that old time favorite “The Na-.
tion’s Prayer,” by Josiah Gilbert Holland: |

God give us men! A time like this de-
mands |
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, !
and ready hands.
Men whom the lust of office does not:
kill;
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; |
Men who possess opinions and a will; |
Men who have honor, and who will not!
lie; i
Men who can stand before a demagogue:
And scorn his treacherous flatteries)
without winking. :
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above theI

knew what was coming. His resignation ' to them that their business must be

fog 5
In public duty and in private thinking! |
. 0w | were ordered to put on the hatches Sat-

| stood well against the gale, only a few

| and " the wheels of a row of freight cams

| At Sand Point.

| the harbor in particular was exposed (o]

ithe fury of the storm and much valuable |

wharf property was wrecked. From the:
. A. R. wharf in a southerly direction
there are many signs of oxtensive damage.
The stern of the D. A. R. steamer Bos-
ton, which was attached to a mooring,
post in the angle of the southern face of
the wharf, was caught by the gale and
the post was torn from its position. For
about thirty feet the southern face of
the wharf is torn away to low water!
mark and the timbers and considerable |
ballast have been lost. |

The floate of the Kastern Steamship
Company’s wharf were badly damaged’
and will have to undergo extensive re-
pairs. Two floats have gunk and one will
probably _have to be entirely renewed.
The board of works will start making
temporary repairs this morning.

The jog in this wharf suffered &imilar
damage to the D. A. R. setructure. The
northern &ide is completely torn away,
Jeaving the flooring unsupported at the
end and the steps leading down to the
water are twisted and wrenched out of
position. .

The lower part has disappeared. The
old coal sheds on the other side of the
1. C. R. trestle have been partially torn
down and the flooring is ripped up so that
the place is practically wrecked.

Leonard Bros. and H. P. Robinson, fur-
ther along Britain street, suffered some
damage to their premises. The trestle

timbers being washed away.

At the Ballast wharf there is abundant
evidence of the high seas’which swept in
over the foul ground. Huge pieces of
timber are lying about in all directions

are clogged with debris washed over the
wharf by the waves.

4 - )
After working for two hours, the ’long-
shoremen on the steamers at Sand Point

summer. It was completely destroyed ‘and
fragments of the building and breakwater
were to be seen yesterday washed up
along the ‘beach. E. F. Hatfield, John
Boyer and William Walsh, three St. Mar-
tins men who ventured out on the break-
water yesterday, parrowly escaped drown-
ing. A wave caught them unawares and
swept over them carrying Mr. Hatfleld
into the sea. He was rescued with dif-
ficulty. No wrecks bave so far been re-
ported. The gale has done oconsiderable
damage in the surrounding county.

SMITH'S BIG PRODUCE
WAREHOUSE DESTRGYED

Hartland, Carleton Co., ¥Feb. 2—(Spec
ial}—Jast night & wind storm accompanied
by snow and sleet get in from the south-
east blowing until midnight with terrifie
force. At East Florenceville, A. C. Smith
& Co.’s big warehouse collapsed and is a
total loss. This building was 80x210 feet,
the largest produce house in the province.:
It was built four years ago “of wood cov-
ered with sheet metal. The loss is fully
$5,000 with no insurance. The contents;
hay and oats, can be saved.

B. F. Smith, M. P. P,, who manages
the company’s business in Carleton county,
says the loss will cause much inconven
jence at this season but that tomorrow
he will put on a crew to clear the wreck-
‘age while for the remainder of the sea-
son he will secure storage room elsewhere
in the neighborhood. Rebuilding will not
be begun before spring.

From all points in the county reports
of buildings destroyed are coming in but
no person has been injured.

The railway was blocked but a plough
train has gone through this evening. The
highways are.in very bad condition though
men have been working all day to open
them.

This gale was the worst since this date
six years ago when a storm demolished
eighty baras in Carleton cousf.
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