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Conﬂlctmg Reports from Balkan Theatre-- ‘
Defense of Small Portion of Their Country Which Re

SBulletin—Geneva, via Paris, Nov. 28.
~Reports recived here from Chiasso,
on the Swiss-Itallan border, say that
Gorizia has fallen, the Italians having
entered the town from the north.

There is no offictal confirmatiof of
the reports,

London, Nov. 28—The greater por
tion of what remains of the Serblan
northern army is sdid to have crossed
into the mountaing of Albania and
Montenegro, where the Serbians are
continuing with the aid of King Nich-
olas’ troops and supplies which are

aching them from the Adriatic, to

er stern resistance to the Austro

man and Bilgarian invaders. Like
the Belgians, however, the Serblans
hold only a fringe in their country,
which widens as it reaches the north-
western corner, of which Monastir is
the centre.

For some reason, varlouslg explain-
ed, the Bulgarians have halted their
march on that city. It is said, in some
despatches, that, having re-occupied
part of Macedonia, largely inhabited
by their fellow-nationals, the Bulga-
rlan people and governmenut are disin-
clined to push any further west, and
on this point are in disagreement with
their Austro-German allies, who are
determined' to drive not only the Ser-
bians and Montenegrins, but the
French and British troops, out of the
Balkans.

First Snow in Saloniki in Eight Years

While at the present time they
have largely superior forces, the task
may prove a difficult one. Winter has
set in at an unusually early date, and
the natives predict - that it will be
severe. Snow fell at Saloniki Satur
day, for the first time in eight years,
which, taken as & lip that in the

m‘u mﬁ‘:

e om'palled mo siispension
of omntlons. giving the French and
British time to bring up reinforce-
ments, which are being landed at Sa-
loniki daily, and concentrate their

s.
The' Austro-Germans have also had
/ to divert part of their armies down
the Danube to the Roumanian border,
Roumanda having refused the German
request for the opening of the Danube
throughout its entire length, to enable
the Germans to send supplies to Bul-
garia and Turkey. Roumania insisted
that armed ships must not pass Baba,
which is on the Danube at the Rou-
manian-Bulgarian frontier.

With the concentration of the Rus-
glans, too, the attitude of Roumania
is becoming daily more pro-ally, and
the Ausiro-Germans, having aided
Bulgaria in her campaign against Ser
bia which is now cleared, is called up-

REPORTED GREECE NOT
WILLING TO GRANT ALL
DEMANDS MADE BY ALLIES

Railway Facftities for Transport of Troops, Withdrawal of
Greek Soldiers From Around Saloniki and Policing of
Greek Waters Against German Submarines Asked in New
Note Sent by Entente Powers.

Paris, Nov. 28.-—The Athens corres-
pondent of the Havas Agency states
that an official note issued yesterday
says that the representatives of the
Entente Powers have submitted de-
mands to the foreign office.

“In anamicable spirit certain de-
mands have been made,” says the note,
“and at the same time a desire is ex-
pressed that they may be accepted,
These demands refer to facilities re-
lating to the troops of the Allies at
Saloniki.

“The foreign minister, after taking
cognizance of the demands of the four
powers, stated that he would reply in
due time.”

No Ground for Alarm.

London, Nov. 28.—The Athens cor
respondent of the, Reuter Telegram
Company states that last evening great
activity was notlceable in official cir-

to con

ureece to emerge from her neutrality
policy a solution of the military prob.
lems will be found. The situation,

the despatch adds, is hopeful,

Clouds Gather Again in Balkan Skies?

London, Nov. 28.—The Greek situa-
tion s again disquieting. The Athens
correspondent of Reuters Telegram
Company says, with reference to'che
new joint note of the Entente minis-
ters, that optimism has given way to
skepticism,

An Athens despatch to Lloyds News
says that the note demanded a reply
at the earliest possible moment, The
interview of Premier Skouloudis with
the king lasted an hour, after which
the cabinet council discussed the vari-
ous questions at issue for several
hours, and held that only several of

on to protect her against aggression |the Overseas News Agency:

from the west.

Russian warships, including new
dreadnoughts, have again been seen
off the Black Sea coast of Bulgaria,
but there is no news of any landing
or movement of troops.

On both the eastern amnd western
fronts the artillery, as was the case
last winter, is doing the heaviest part
of the work, and it appears doubtful
whether either side will attempt an
oftensive for the present.

Italy ‘on the other hand, undeterred

y winter, is pushing her offensive

'fnd rendering the Austrian hold of
Gorizia and Rovereto daily more un-
oertain.

The Turks have again been showing
some activity in-Gallipoli and claim
minor successes against the Allies.
However, no bhig action has been
fought.

German anxiety over Roumania is
matched by that of the allied powers
with regard to Greece. Last week it
was believed that all differences bhé-
tween Greece and the Allies had' beem
surmounted, but it was found neces-
sary to send another note to Greece,
the reply to which is promised Mon-
day. The Allies now demand not only
assurance of the safety of their
troops, but adequate railway facilities
for their transport, the withdrawal of
Greek troops from the vicinity of
Saloniki and the policing of Greek
waters against German submarines.

Serhs Take Movak.

Paris, Nov, 28,—The Serbians who
oceupied Brod and Krushevo north of
Monastir Friday entered Movak the
following day, according to a Havas
despatch from Monastir, filed Satur-

attacks of two divisions'of
against 10,000
rbs in this district have become
more vigorous:
_ Action of the Bulgarians agalnst
Monastir is belleved to have been -de-
layed pending the arrival of reinforce.
ments. Wounded Serbians have been
transferred to Albania from the mili-
tary hospitals at Monastir.

Berlin, Nov. 28, via wireless to Say-
, ville—~The following report issued by
* the Turkish'war office on November 26 | t
has been

“An enemy force which occupied our
advanced positions west of Kontulama-
da, on the Tigris front, was defeated
by our counter-attacks and retired
southward, pursued by Turkish troops.

“On the Caucasus front a Russian
attack was repulsed in the distriet of
Van.”

Germany's Work in Balkan Finished,
Berlin Say

Berlin, via London, Nov. 28.—With
the occupation of Rudnik, the capture
of 2,700 prisoners, and the flight of
the “scanty remains,” of the Serbian
army into the Albanian mountains,
Germany’s operations against Serbia
have been brought to a close, says the
official statement issued today at the
headquartets of the general staff. The
object of these operations—the open-
ing of communications with Bulgaria
and the Turkish empire—has been ac-
complished, it is asserted.

Bulgars Will Not Pursue Serbs Into
Greece.

Copenhagen, Nov. 27.—The Berlin
Lokal Anzeiger says it learns from a
reliable source that the Bulgarians
have decided not to pursue the- Ser-
bians into Greek territory. This deci-
sion has been made, it is stated, in
order to avoid hurting Greek feel-
ings.

Bulgarian Report.

Amsterdam, Nov, 7.—The following
Bulgarian official statement concerning
war operations has  been received
here:

“The pursuit of the Serbians con
tinnes. We have captured 3,500 pris-
oners, eight guns, five ammunition
carts, and much material, and on the
railway between Jeyiscovic and Pris-
tina we captured three englnes and a
hundred railway wagons.”

Allled Trenches Taken, Turks Report.

Amsterdam, Nov. 28, via London. —
A surprise attacks by the rks on
the position of the Entente Allies near
Aviburnu on the Gallipoli peninsula,
resulted in the Turks carrying a ma-
terial section of the Alled trenches

received here, according to there, acconding to. ad officlal an-

the points formulated are acceptable
to Greece. The situation, this despatch
adds, is grave.

French and Serbs Form Junction Be-
tween Prilep and Monastir,

New York, Nov. 27.—A news agency
despatch from Monastir, Serbia, datel
Nov. 24, published here, this after-
noon, says:

“General Vassisch, commander of
Southern Serblan army, which was
recently dislodged from the Prilep dia-
trict is concentrated near the Greek
front to defend Monastir,

“The Bulgarians crawled onto the
Babuna Pass battlefield at night,” de-
clared he, “kiling my wounded with
knives.”

From the advanced line of Serb
trenches before Monastir, the General
stared gloomily today at @ bumning vi-
llsetothononhwm utouﬂreby

‘Wiklerne arm houses are smok-
ing ruins. 'Villages have been levelled.
Corpses lie along the roads and in the
fields, unburied.

General Vassisch in person guided
a party today to the outermost Serb-
ian positions, from which his men are
remarkably delaying the fall of Mon-
astir.

Though Babuna Pass and Prilep
have been lost for the time being, the
Serbs, with French reinforcements, are
still active in the district. They are
ready at the first opportunity’ for a
dash to recover the ground they have
been driven from by the superior
numbery and equipment of the Bulgar-
ians.

(The above seems to indicate that
the Serbs and French have effected a
junction between Prilep and Monas-
tir.)

nouncement by the Turkish war office
received here yesterday from Constan-
tinople,

A Berlin Yarn,

Berlin, Nov, 28, via wireless to Say-
ville. mong the items given out to-
day by the Overseas News Agency was
the following:

“The Entente Allies’ situation in the
Balkans is desperate. French losses
on the Krivolak line are estimated at
20,000 dead, while retreat is extremely
difficult,

“If the occupation of Monastir by the
Bulgariang becomes necessary the Bui.
garian government will give a definite
promise to Greece that the occupation
will be only temporary and that it is
caused only by the most stringent
military necessity.”

Confirms' Report
of British Success
In Mesopotamia

e

London, Nov., 27.—An official state-
ment received here today from Con-
stantinople confirms the British report
that after. the recent battle in Meso-
potiamia the Turks nretired. The
statement follows:

“On the Irak front, on November
22 and 23 north of Kovo and on the
Tigris, west of Kontulamada, the en-
emy, under the protection of ten war
vessels, attacked our advanced posi-
tions with new reinforcements. Our
advanced troops inflicted on the enemy
very “considerable losses in dead and
withdrew to their main positions.

“The ehemy attempted a further
advance, but failed. Our troops made
a counterattack and captured one
machine gum, two ammunition cars
and some prisoners. At the eame
place we captured a fourth enemy
aeroplane

. st A e

An Acceptable Donation.

The Rothésay Red Cross Society

wish’ to acknowledge with grateful
s & donation of $13.75 from Dal-
ton's Lake, Kinss Co, N, B,

OTHER NOTE TO GREECE
o\ GOVERNMENT DECIDES
TO COMMANDEER PART OF
CANADA’S WHEAT CROP

FERGE
FOR KAUSHEN
1A, BEGUN

British Forces Take Over Po-
sitions Held'by French Who
Have Moved Westwar

—

London, Nov, 20—A despatch to the
Times, from Saloniki, dated Saturday,
says:

“A fresh struggle for the posses-
sion of Krushevo has begun. Newly
arrived British reinforcements, well
provided with powerful field artillery,
are being sent from the front as
speedily as possible, They have taken
over all positions previously held by
the French from Doiran to Kosturino
heights, thus constituting the right
wing of the allied front. The French
forces thus relieved have been moved
westward.

“Reports of the Mighting are very
vague. The Bu
have attacked

pew:

Hut the qnestion c}! the owner-
shlp of Thrace will be seftled by Ger-
many in conformity with the manifest
rights of the case, which, contrary
to the declarations of the Bulgarian
premier M. Radoslavoff, would require
that Thrace revert {0 Turkey.”

MONS. SHRRIEN
FORMER FRENCH
PRENIER DEAL

Held Portfolios in Four Cabin-
ets and Was Once Candidate
for President, Being Defeat-
ed by Fallieres,

o

Paris, Nov. 28.—Jean Marie Ferdin-
and Sarrian, who served asg premier in
1906 and who held portfolios in four
cabinets before forming the one which
succeeded the Rouvier ministry, died
suddenly today.

M, Sarrian bad not played a prom-
inent part in French politics since he
was pucceeded as prime minister by
BEugene Georges Clemenceau. He was
born in 1840, and served as a captain
of militia in the war of 1870-71. He
was a candidate for the presidency of
France, but was defeated by M. Fal-
lieres. He formed his cabinet follow-
ing the election of a new president.

FOUR ST. JOHN MEN
IN THE CASUALTIES

Ottawa, Nov. 28—The casualty
lists tonight include the follow-
ing:

TWENTY-SIXTH BATTALION

Wounded—Pte. Wm. McVaye,
8t. John, N. B.; Nelson McCain,
8t. John, N. B.; Joseph Stacey,
Westv

Oled of woundo——Llout. Charles
Murray Lawson, St. John, N. B.

Wounded—Color Sergt. Major
Wallis H. Brooks, London, Eng.
Shell concussion—Fred. A. Smith,
England.

FIFTY-FIFTH BATTALION

Seriously ill—Pte. John Logue,
St. dohn, N. B.

Action Taken af Instance of
Imperial Government After
Lengthy Negotiations.

ENSURES MARKETING OF

M. B. F. SMITH PROMPILY

GALLS CARVELL'S BLUFF

DOMINION’S SURPLUS |«ip Tissue of Falsehoods”, He Describes Carleton County Grit

P

Order Affects Portiop of Crop
Now in Elevators at Head of
Great Lakes and Eastern
Points—Price to be Fixed
Later.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Nov. 28~—The government
has decided to commander all wheat
grading one, two and three northern
which is in store at the head of the
great lakes and eastward. This ac-
tioin has been-taken as @ result of ne-
gotians with the British government.
Its direct effect will be to prevent
grain dealers and speculators deriving
undue benefits out of the conditions
created by the European Wwar, and to
prevent corresponding loss by the
purchasing government,

It has been found that when a gov-
ernment purchases in the open market
as was the case a year ago, the market
price rose immediately, but the profits

ers proﬂted nothlng while the co!
suniers lost considerably. It is expect.
ed thatthe commandeering of wheat
by the Canadian government will pre-
vent a repetition of the wheat situa-
tion last year.

Canada has a surplus wheat crop
of over two hundred million bushels,
and the government felt it to be its
duty to assist in marketing this sur-
plus. In view of the abundant crop
in the wheat producinig world gener-
ally, it was felt that the difficulties of
the individual producer in marketing
his crop would be greater than usual,
and might result in great losses to
some producers. With a memory of
what happened last year Sir Robert
Borden took the matter up with the
imperial government while he was in
Great Britain with the object of pro-
curing from the Mother country and
the allied powers orders for Canadian
wheat. As a result of this the British
government has asked the Canadian
government to produce a very large
supply of numbers one, two and three
northern wheat.

What the extent of these orders
will be is not known yet, but it is
presumed that they will take care of
practically the whole of the surplus
Canadian crop. From the head of the
Great Lakes eastward there is at pres.
ent in store between twelve 'and fifteen
million bushls of one, two and three
northern wheat.

Nor is the destination of this wheat
known, but it is suggested that it is
for Greece, Serbia and Italy.

The price which the government
will pay has not been stated, but will
probably bexknown within a few days.
The grain in store from Fort William
to the east and in transit has already
been purchased from the producers,
s0 that the price will be regulated on
this basis.

Will Eliminate Excessive Profits to
Middlemen.

The order does not apply to grain
west of the Great Lakes. Much of
| this is still in the hands of the farm-
{ers, so that in future purchases by
the government which are anticipated
will be made, the grain dealers may
be expected to figure less in the
transactions than is the case with
the first purchase.

The grain markets will, no doubt,
be effected by the commandeering of
the wheat, but it i not the view of
the government that the effect should
be radical, for the action of the gov-
ernment does not involve any change
in supply or demand. The great pur.

ose accomplished is to secure the
market for Canada’s surplus crop.
There can be no holding back for
profits if advantage is to be taken of
the orders of fhe:allles. The oppor
tunity of marketing once lost will be
gone for this season. However, it is
pointed out here that if there is a
subsequent rise in prices the benefit
will go to the producers. Hitherto
it has beep the unfortunate exper-
fence of Canadian producers that the
middlemen have secured all the ad-
vantage of a rise jn prices. The hold-

(Continued on page 2)

Member’s Yarn Regarding Hay Pressing Contracts —
Brings Facts and Figures to Back Up His Refutation of
Carvell’s Insinuations.

in an open letter to the farmers of Carfeton and Victoria counties,
under date of Friday, November 26th, F. B. Carvell made the charge
that the hay company in which B, Frank Smith, M. L. A, is Interested
was making excessive profits out of contracts for supplying hay to the
British government. This letter was published in the Carleton Sentinel
and the 8t. John Telegraph and Times.

Mr. B. Frank Smith, who was in Fredericton on Saturday, has cal-
led Mr, Carvell’s bluff and has written a letter to him, a copy of which
has been sent to the Telegraph and Times with a request for publica-
tion. In his fetter Mr. Smith’s company offers to pay Mr. Carvell $18
per ton for 15,000 tons of loose hay delivered at Sand Point as required
by the company’s hay pressing plant during December, January, Feb-
ruary and March. The letter is as follows:

F. B, Carvell, Hsq., Fredericton, N. B.,, Nov, 27th, 1915.
Woodstock, N. B,

Dear Sir,—My attention has been called to a letter whigh appears
in this week's issue of the Carleton Sentinel, and which has been
copied by the St. John Times and Telegraph, in which you charge that
the hay company in which I am interested are not giving the farmers of
Carleton and Victoria a price in line with that we are receiving from
the Department, and the profits made by our company are excessive.
To sum up your contention, you say our company gets $23.00 per ton
for hay compressed in the war bale at West St. John. At the samg
time you m'rnllh figures according to your calculations to show that the

Dot exceed $18.00 per ton at ves-

est 8t. John which shows an actual profit to our company of

$5.00 per ton, You also say you are a farmer and know what you are
talking about. J

1 have just been in communication with our company at West St
John, and I am pleased to say that they have authorized me to make you
the following offer:

We will pay you $18.00 per ton for 15,000 tons of loose pressed hay
delivered in Shed 14, West St..John, as required by our plant during
the months of December, January, February, and March. This, you will
see, is the price which you claim the hay will cost us compressed in the
war bale,

This hay will be subject to government inspection at West St. John,
exactly in accordance with the specifications contained in our contract.

1 am instructed to leave the offer open to you until Dec. 1st, and if
you decide to accept, will arrange to meet you at Woodstock and execute
a contract in proper form and make necessary deposit.

If statements contained in your letter be correct, this price will
afford you the chance to give practical evidence of the justice of your
claim. The opportunity is yours! Be a man for once in your life and
accept, or say frankly to the farmers of Carleton and Victoria that
you deliberately attempted to deceive them.

You agree that the cost of compressing is $3
our plant to do this work is $1.50 per ton; thi >d to the $18.00 I
will pay you for the loose baled hay is $22.50, thus ng our company
50c, per ton to pay insurance and other sundry expenses. The public
will not be slow to pass proper judgment upon your nefario
to again place yourself in the limelight, neither will the farme
understand who has on every occasion guarded their interests, nnd built
up their market, whether it was F. B, Carv
ton loose for their hay, during the South African War,
whose efforts made it possible for them to obtain $13.00 per ton in the
year 1915,

The offer contained in this letter, remember, will be left open until
1st, as our arrangements with the Department will admit of no de-

0 per ton; the cost of

Dec.
lay.

Awaliting your early reply,

I am yours truly
B. l"ln\\l\ SMITH,
Per B.
ABSOLUTELY FALSE, MR. SMITH SAYS.
Mr. Smith was asked by The Standard’s Fredericton correspondent
on Saturday in reference b X ¢ and declared they
were absolutely without found y Mr. Smith said:

“It is just another instance” of Mr. Cas making false state-
ments and it is nothing more than what those of us who know him ex-
pect from him. His entire statement is a tissue of falsehoods, made
for the purpose of deceiving the people of ‘Carleton and Victoria coun-
ties and with the idea of slandering me before the

“The only truth that seems to be contained in Mr, Carvell's letter is
the statement that the Atlantic Hay Co. has a contract to furnish com-
pressed hay at St. John West for the British government.
1 am pleased to as able to obtain a contract through the fed-
eral depantment of agriculture wiich enables our company to pay the
farmers of New Brunswick the higaest -price that they have ever re-
ceived under similar conditions for their hay.

“The public will generally understand the cause for Mr, Carvell’s
fretfulness over this matter. Farmers of Carleton county are not so
forgetful that they will not recall events respecting hay contracts dur-
ing the South African war. Mr. Carvel] was then the prime mover in the
New Brunswick Hay Co., and he was not falling over farmers with high
prices for their hay, but on the contrary would only offer them $8 per
ton for loose hay.

“Under the present contract, the Atlantic Hay Co. is working on
as close a margin of profit as it is possible for them to do. In order
to give the public a truthful presentation of the contract, I beg to sub-
mit the following figures showing what hay cost and the margin remain-
ing,

ell

“Loose hay in the farmers’ barnes $13 per ton.

“Cost of pressing in ordinary bule, loading, etc., with dealers’ com-
mission, $2 per ton.

“Freight to St, John West, $2 per ton.

“In connection with this last item I would like to point out that
freight on hay from Valley Railway points where the larger portion is
obtained, to St. John West, is $2.40 per ton, while from points’' on the
C.P.R, the charge is $1.70, thus averaging more than $2 per ton,

“Cost of compressing at West St. John $3 per ton.

“Shrinkage between weight compressed and weight paid for at
point of shipment §1 per ton,

“1 gee that Mr. Carvell allows $2.50 per ton for cost ot plant, but I
will allow only $1.50 per ton for this, making a total of $2250 per ton
which leaves contractors only 50 cents per ton to provide for disposal-
of rejected hay and to meet other unforseen expenses,

(Continued on page 2)




