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ORURCH UXION AND CHERINTIAN UNITY,

The sutjoct of Chureh Union or Re.
union has been comsplovous (6 rel glous
discussions during the present
The Pope has fiven it considerniion and
has professed profound desire 10 see he
christian  world reusited. The Areh.
bishop of Osstertury hes siso given

your

Congress which mei st Norwich disouss 4
. The topie furnished » thems for the
wddresses of the prasidents of both the

of Eagland and it bhas likewise boen
& subject of frequent discussion in
pross and on platform on - this side

Pul it
se of shurch wnion
of the
fenowinations of

of the Addanik
doubiful if the
in the sense of
varions  secte
Uhristendo

s
obureh uuidn are for Ui mimt part wi

s more then

a8 orgente enion

e making any real pro

Those who profess & hope of

fing 10 nocept b on the ground, snd o
the

owa eoolesinstion

that only, that all ihat is sssentinl &
preservacion of their
organisaiion sha
et b lnocmaliient Werewith shall be
renounced. Leo e sager
the ' condiilon
clivrel proo el

e retained, snd ol
welon o0
hat all that the Howsr

0 be solilom shall be

sbandoned and all those who are now
enlied horetios shall beoome obedient
ohjldren of Rome. The Archbishop of
Canterbury and those who are with him In
the Anglioan ohurch are ready 0 open
all non- eon
formists who will accepi Whie thirty nine
Articles, the historic episcopate and be
o the
the pals. o

wide thelr doors 10 reosive

come obedien falth e 04 s
proached within the o4
tablishment. And esoh denomination
piands ready 0 welcome all the others
rellowship on similarly 1ibersl
But it does not appear that
there is really any ceniripetal force at
work in Christendom drawing the dif-
feroni seots tpgether and making them
willing 1o give up thelr peoulisrities for
the sake of organic unity. Even where
there soems Lo be no principle whatever
st stake, the apirit of denomination.
wlism continaes so strong that religious
bodies of the same faith and almost iden-
tical organization cannot break down
the thin walls of partition which separ
ate them and become organically one

terma

But If the cause of chureh unfon s
wmaking no progress in the world, it is to
be hoped that another and » greater
onuse, that of Christan Unity, is mareh-
ing on. What christianity needs is not
» wechanical uniformity, secured by ad-

herence 10 the same oreeds and “the

worship, - Tt s well to heed the injunc-
tion of Paul ‘‘Lat everything be done Jo-
cently and in order.” There asw fitness
as to time and pinoe in regard to matters
which the charch may wisely and legiti-
mately undertake. A principle of pro-
priety is observed in every well regu-
Iated home. ‘A wash tab would . be an

any indiv
single Lype could have heen
D o

THE DRRISTIAN WOUSK OF WORSHIP.

A correspondent writlng in another
colums in egand W0 :ﬁumh amuse
ments pureuss & line of Argument with
which io some particulam, we presume,
many of his readers will not be shis o
agree. Weo wm plossed, bowever, to
publish the communioation, ss & coniri-
butlon 10 the discomsion of an interest
{og and imporiant subject, in the hope
that it may ‘bave the sffect of woving
other minds and pens thereto. The sab-
joot with which our brother Cosunan deals
under the heading, “Chureh Amuse
menls might be perbaps more correct
Iy sttod s —The 1 ue place of the Chris
Sian hoves of worship in the Ohristan’s
religious snd social life.  We 4o pot pur-
pose anyhing (o the way of sn exhaus-
oo discusidn of that sibject here, but
there are obéor two points which should
be nined in conmection with whal our
correspoudent has presented

A clear distipotion should be made bé
tween | cwish worship and Christisn s 10
forms and ceremoniee and other eondi-
Uons. 1n the mind of the Jew and 1n ao-
cordance with the tosching of the Old
Testament, Jorusslem was ihe place
where men should worship. snd the
Tomple was the one House of God. Not
indeed :hat the Lord might not be wor
shipped iruly in the synagogues, in the
howme o5 by ihe wayside | but Jerusslem
was (he place preeminently that the
Lord bhad ohosen in which w set His
Kame, and the Temple the pisce in
which the Divine Presence wa o
shrined. 1t waa here alone that the em-
blems and symbols of Lhat Presence had
piace. Tere slone the sscrifioes were
offered, here alone the High Priest made
annusl symbo le atonement for his own
sins and those of the people, and hers
the great annual religious feasts must
be oslebrated. In view, iherelore, of
the unique and supreme position of the
Temple & » place of worship for the
Jows and all the ritual of worship which

ngly improper thing as & pieoe
of parior furniiure, but that is not w0 say
J‘huhmmm»mwupynpropor..mi
very necessary place in donnection with
the life of every well regulated family, Is
something of this nature true in relation
to the chureh, —its purpose, its work, i
building? Mhis brings us face 0 Moe
with & large and liviog subject—The
true funetion of the Christian church
1t is one, we know, upon which some of
our active minded 'brethren ' ave been
dolog & good deal of thinking sad ove’]
on which we presume they are well able
Wwwrite. Lot ys hear from you, good
brethren (not o exclade the wisters).
Hold forth your lamps that we all may
see what lllamination you are abie to
bring to this mportant sulfject,

We presume that brother Cosman Is
right in hinking thet things sowetimon
find their way into the church which
have no legiumate place among s no
tvities.” Certainly no inteliigent ohris
tan coald wish 0 defend the intrgduc-
tlon of anything which tends “t0 sap (he
vitality of the oblldren of God” and
minister 1o “the unboly oravings of the
humas hesrt,” but 1t la probable that
there would be some difference of
opiulon s 10 the proper sphere of the
chureh's sctivities sod s 0 the ohar
scter of entertainments sometimes heid
for social purposes or in order W re-
plonish the church's treasury

There are some other polsts ln con-
neoyjon with this sulject which we had
intended 10 wWuoh, but as this artiole has
siready grown too long we must reserve
thom for comsideration ai snother Uimne

-

Other Year Book Poinia,

10The propoesd alteration of the Con
stitution, p. 91, 1t must be obvious that
inasmuck se the Constitution requires
“wrztten notios” of Intended alierations,
8o smendmeni can be made beyond (he
soope or even the very words of the
notios iteell. If this be correet, & por-
ton st least of the notios glven this yenri)
will be found impractioable. The most
importan: amendment suggested I8 that
which seeks 10 place representation in

Convention on the number of ohureh
b ( b Snaludnd

beipnged 10 it and 10 the disp lon of
which it was & part and an expression,
the vast distinotion between the Jewish
Temple and the Christian church or
meoting house (s  obvious. . and It s
equally obvious that there should be
freat oaution b quoting Seripture hav-
ing reference to the worship connected
with the former; as'{f it had a like applica
tion to that of the latter. To those who
socept Christ as the Supremie revelation
of (God to the wagld —the living and eter
nal Temple—the Jewish worstip with
ita sncrifioes and elaborate ritualism is &

.thing forever of the past. -Neither on

Zlon nor on Gerisim nor on any other

rether than on the mensure of their
benevolence. Is not the present rule
the sounder one? Ought pot those
churches that give most liberslly to
oarry on dencwinational work have the
Inrger representation ! By their gifts
they prove their Interest in and right to
manage the work of the body. There
are some minor features of the Conatita-
tion which no doubt require A

sure what the Bible teaches on the sub-
joct.

4 The use of oatechisms in Sunday
Schools, p. 93. It appears that the ocon-
vention recommends such use, Aleo,
that that recommendation is not being
oarried into effsct appreciably.
the remson?  The 8. 8. committee anxi
ously oast sbout for the reason. Evi.
dently there waa not a “felt need” of
the oatechista. Possibly it has had its
day and filled its measure of usefulness,
1t may be an old botue not iuited to the
present, vintage, We may have shot
past the ostochism period. At any rate
the testimony is that it don’s take in the
yoar 1895. It might be argued that s
well qualified teacher has no need ofa
oatechism. He frames and puts his own
questions in his own way snd as may be
suggestod by the day's lesson. Then It
might be urged that in the hands of &
tenchier not qualified a ostechism could
be of very little use. We should soarce-
Iy think of catechisms being used in ocol-
leges  But if not usetul there one would
supposs 1they would be much less so with
children, The 8, 8, sobolars need swch
simple, cléar and apt questions s &
skilled teacher may frame on the Spot.
The man point fa to get the child to
understand the lesson of the day: What
good objeot is served by having children
commit to memory elaborate statements
of dootrine or texts of seripture whoss
purport they do ot comprehend ?

My sttention has been specially oalled
of Iate to the subject at the head of this
artiole. 1 réceived a fow days ago from
« christian brotber iy Boston, a letter en

i-mh is the chureh of the livingGod,

sabject is grander and deepar than the
graap of the human mind snd can only
be stadied 1o the benefit and extreme
delight of the earnest enquirer.

We must not attemipt to profane the
courta of the Lord's house, with secular

of the ohildren of Uiod, and only in re-
turn for & short season at lesat, satinte
the unboly oravings of the human heart,
but instead 1o see that all our sotivi-
ties in ochurch life and work are
charaoterised with the

the beauty of holiness, No
wonder David was glad when the in-
vitation was extended to him ; “let us go
up unto the house of the Lord” I do
not believe he bad s pie soclal in view
that made his heart leap for joy, nor can
I entertain the thought i one moment
that be looked forward with joyous an-
tiolpations of belng treated to fine seleo-
tions of dramatic readings and of listen-
ing to wolos and anthems however touch-
ingly rendered. He was giad because
in & poouliar sense he would meet with
his Lord and bave his heart onos more
kindled with holy emotions, and his se-

closing » prog
provided by the Y. P, 8. C. K. of the
church of which he forms a part. This
progmmme is 0. be carried out during
the winter months and is highly Som
mended by this brother, ns a criticlsm
from me on the sncredness of God's
bhouse, drew from him the following
statements which 0 my mind are orron.
eous in (hemeelves and polsonous 4o the
spread of the truth as it is In Josus —
“The bullding in which God ls wor-
shipped should be no more ssored than
the bome; or in Mot any place thet the
child of God may happen 10 be ln,”
“There Is no sensible resson why a
ohristian’ community should be barred
agninst entertainment " ,
As 1 bave heard the the same senti
ments expressed by some of our young
people in these Maritime provinoes, |
fear they are deeply . imbedding - them-
selves into the bearts of the younger por-
tion of our membership,"so that the sa-
credness of our places of worship are not
a highly prised s they were by the
oarly ohristians. We as a body have al-
lowedthe formation of 50 many socloties
among us that that the natural tendency
has been weakening to our church life,
#5 that our young people imagine it is
impossible to get along without some

and it is suggesiod that the best way to
socure the desired result is to appoint a
committes of revision to frame needed
alterstions and give proper written
notioe thereof. This might aveid a Con-

mountain does Cod § inently make
His dwelling place. Not in sny thmple
made with -hands does He especially
manifost Uis presence and His grace
but in any humblei®place and in gy
simpless servios sinoere hearta may with
uimost sooeptance worship the Father
in apirit and in truth,

Wo, therefore, (and In (his we presume
we are exprossing the sentimente.of Bep.
tsts generally s well- ns many other

saine forma of worship, but a living
unfly dependent on the recognized pros-

enon of the Christ amd Frving obadience |
o his mind and Word, Whorever 1wo |
o three are gathered in 1l name, there
s e In the midst, and there, in the |
truest deepest sense; n n church of
Christ,  Where the Spitit of the Lord s |
there ls liberty.  And where that Mpirit |
is there |s unit Not . mechaniosl
uniformity, bt the liberty and unity,
and withal the diversity and beauty and

tulness, of lite in Christ. 1If the
ehristian denominations sre coming—as
wo hope many of them sre—to s pro-
fuunder vecognition of Christ s the
contre of thelr life and the founiain
of divine grace hey are ocoming
rore clearly 10 pnderstand that their
religlous lite depends oomparatively ils.

tie gn forms of arganinsation and worship
and- symbols of bellef but supremely on
the iiving Christ, His sbiding trutl
His revealing Mpirlt and upon obedionce
10 s Worg as applied 10 daily lite and
exparionce «if they are thus coming 0 &
profousider knowiadge of the Christ, o
frodeful- s in His Spirs and
fullor obedisnce to s Ward, then sre
they moving wward & common sentre
and consequenily wearer to each other
As they move into the divine sunlight' of
Tl presence. they shall soe sach others
faoes In the light of God and recognise
weach (n ihe giher the image snd |oness
of thelr Lord,

Ovganie reunion of the seeis of el
ondow there probably will not be unill
the new heavens snd the new eardh ap-

imgronsing

Christians) do not regard the house of
worship as & place peoulinrly saored and
boly i Iwelf bacause then in any pe-
culine sense =10 quote the words of our
sorrospondent above mentioned —''(he

hekinsh of the Holy One sheds forth

ho hiossed {llumination of His Spiric."
The idea that the houso of worship is
something more than 4 meeting hotise
and that God ls more scceptably wor

shipped in & house which has boen es.
pecially set apars for that purpose than
fle is In wny other place, is & fallnoy
agninet which, in these days of elaborate
ohuroh bullding smong  Baptists, they
need sapocially (o be on thelr gumd.  Of
course ull value Is 10 be allowed to the
considarntion of adaptability | & place
miay or may not be sultably construoted
for purposes of worship; slso t0 the
snored and precious nesooiations that be.
vome oconneciad with the place whers

L Cliriat's people nre aconstomed to mest

and where they have often realised his
prosence | but suioh wssoclations might
belong 10 any place where Christisns
have been scoustomed 0 draw near w
(od, ae for Instends in » grove whore
the binds sing and oattle find » thelier,
we woll ne fn sny tempe bullt by men
and conseorsied with elaboraie cere.
mony 10 the worship of God,

The question as to ‘whetber entertain.
ments and other matiem, touching the
soelal side of Christian 1ife rather than
womhip, may properly find place in the
howss set apart s » charoh

not of eourss wholly depend
bave been considering
of nassolation wnd
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lon and gbtaln the end
wished for.-

2. Articles of faith and practice and
church covenant. A ocommitiee on this
subject was appointed some years ago
but no report has yet been made pre-
sumably o scoount of the sbsence
through ilinoas this year of the chairman.
It is 100 imporiant & matter to lose sight
of. A form of covennnt is n use in the
United Siates which embraces iwo
features not in ours, vis.: & pledge of
toinl abatl Hquors

sort of enter to make the preach-
ing of the gospel more attractive. I do
not believe that Paul was migtaken when
he sald he was “not aghamed of the gos-
pol of Clirist ; for it is the power of God
unto salvation, (o every one that believ-
othj to the Jew first, and also to, the
(ireek."

The building in which God #0
graclously deigned to record His name
and shed his spirit into the hearta of the
true worshippers as ofl runs from vessel
10 vessol is far more sacred than the
home or any place this side of Heaven,
In fact the home s only the shadow
while the subwtance onn only be realised
in the plase where the Shekeniah of the
Holy One ‘sheds forth the blessed illu-

o n beverage, and a pledge to niake
enrly tranafor of membership on change
of residence. The N, 8. Western As-
sociation (p. 102) demands the Insertion
of the total slatinence clatse. 1t would
seom desirable that the majority of the
assoointions  should speak out on this
matter before the pledge ls put into the
covenant. This could be done during
the ensuing summer and the eonven thon
oould then understand the wish of the
churches generally and sot socordingly
Our many and able reports gn e per
anoe will pass for Titde If we basiiate io
aocept the pledge of towal abstinence. 1
hope onr next convention will see the
adoption of s covenant with the shove

two imporiant features in it B
4, Thhing. The house ls divided on
this subjoect. Those who advoosts the
giving of & tenth of one's Income are
many and they have a soal and sotivily
in promoting thelr views equal 10 st
displaged frequently by those who hald
untenable dootrines. In their view the
dthing practioe If adopied generslly
would solve all our financial problems.
On the ottier side you find thoso whe
olaim o have a better way, Tithing,
they contend, has been superseded by
Now Testamont standards. The onse
walts for farther srgument sod for &
sound and conelusive deliverance, Ther-
oughly good papers, pro_and non, pre-
by wiiters

inations of His spirit into the bearts of
every true suppliant.  We ave very do.
finltely taught by our Naviour himeslf n
cleansing the Temple from all seoular
pursuite, and his holy Aposties and pro
pheds, that the meeting house of God's
dear ohildren |s very sacred, beoavse in
# greal apiritual sense the shurel her.
self Is & “holy temple,” “a habltaiion of
God throagh the spirit,” snd thé plase
she soleninly dediontes 0 his service
must be in avery featurd ‘emblematio of
the heart eondition of her enlire mem
bership, while songregated together for
worship. David sherishod the ssored.
nosn of tha sourte of the Lord's houss se
much, and longed for the blossed o
perietice of i divine sssosiaiions thei
he prays Une thing have | deslred of
the Loed, that will ] seek sher that |
may dwell s the house of the Lond all
the duys of my Wte, 10 bebold the banuty
of the Lond and o saquire in Mis tomple.
My soul longeth, yes, s¥en finisth, for
the courts of the Lovd | my heart and my
flosh avieth oui for the Hving Ood.  Por
& day in thy eourts i befler ian & then.
sand, | had rather be & doovkosper In
the house of my Ood. then o dwell in
the lente of wickedness” 1 do not wish

onafonnding  the
rites and coremonios of the Jewish Tem
plo with the institution of “the Christien
ehureb, for | regurd (he ritasl there sn-

o
i

p again so enhanced that he
would not be satisfied nor rest secure
with anything less than God. My ex-
perience with a goodly number of God's
dear children coincide just exactly with
the psalmist, and [ sm only contented
when 1 oan in this way behold the
beauty of the Lord and try to worship
him in the beauty of boliness, This 1
all the entertainment in churoh life I
orave after, while the kind so earnestly
contended for in these days, for the
drawing of orowds together, and ralsing
monies for the oarrying on of the filnance
of the church are 1o me like sonp bubbles,
#o'my readers need not wonder that [
am sealous for the purity of God's house
and those gathering within its sacred
precinets sitting together in heaven-
Iy places in Christ Josus,

In closing this article [ ask the pardon
of my readers if the ‘cooasion of these
few rambling remarks extorts the oon.
fosslon from me thet when I turn my
feet and lift up my eyes towards the place
where Jesus has promised to be in the
midst of his dear children, a holy joy
wolls up in my heart, and gladness fills
my soul as [ contemplate meeting with
my dear Saviour and brethren and sle-
ters in church fellowship, and thére be
entertained by His blessed presence and
my spiritual strength is being renewed,
while I try in my weak and humble way
to waltjupon my Loed,

H. 8, Cosman, .

St. John, N. B., Nov. 12

e
Forelgn Missions,

It is said that there are about 1,500,
000,000 of people in (hd world to-day. In
India alone the population exoeeds 288,
000,000, and out of this vast number only
aboat 000,000 have avowed themselves
to be christians, True, many more have
belleved in Josus Christ and cherished &
secret hope in the maerite of His blood.
How many there are of these we cannot
toll, but It will be safe (o say st leasi as
many more. That & great work has
been dowe n India 8o fair minded man
oan gaineay. Dut stlll what s vast dif
ference between the two toisls. For
every ohristian there are £88 heathen in
Indis slone and yot thers are some men,

~and they oall (hemseives christinne
0o, who say that we are doing too much
for Forelgn Misslons. It would not be
diffieuls to prove thet they are not doing
too much in this dirsotion. Think of It !
Too mush dene to gise men and
women the same shanoe for sternal life
that we have ourselves —adrely they
bave & Fight o this much snd we have
the right @ give it 10 them. By every
motive thal oan pomsibly inflasnce =
trawan apirit be who hae become & re.
eipient of the hest blessing that (od has
10 bestow upon & men i bound 10 mpake
kuown 0 sihers how

ey 01 naed

:
i
14
i
£
H

® missionary | If not, what will you oon
tribute towards the support of & subsil.
fuie ! then they are About

rght. Tk sbout the

mab and iet your brother
endless night without

single eflort Lo save them.

5
!
£

to muoch for Forelgn Misdoos” Do
ing too muoch are we? Bald & pastor or
‘one of cur most prominent churohes to a
friend : It I want fow of my people pres-
ont lot me anpounce a missionary meet-
ing.” And yet we are doing 0o much for
missions ? Ought not « misslonary meet-
Ing 1o be the most inspiring and uplin.
ing meeting any ohurch osn hold? What
ocan inspire any ohristian if the thought
that the Christ to whom be owes eternal
life is ready to bestow the same priceless
boon upon saybody the world over who
will scoept the offer that be may make
them? What was it that Paul said o
the Romans? * Whosoever shall oall
upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Read now and ses what he says
farther

“ How shall t\cr'?lhn Him io whom
they have not belleved ?

How shall they preach except they be
sent ! and yot B

How besutiful are the fest of those
that presch the gospel of peace !

And a greater than Panl, his Savionr
snd Lord has sald “Go ye loto all the
world and preach the gospel lo every
creature” And we are doing oo much
in giving the gospel to the perishing in
heathen Innds. Would you like to be s
heathen, and know that somebody had a
message given him for you and he kept

much is being done already.” Brethren,
who read shese lines, the same Jesus who
bas saved us from our sine is ready to
eave the perishing Telugus, for the only
reason that we have a hope in Jesus is
thet He loved the World; all men of
whatever race or tribe or tongue are in-
oluded. There is no gospel for you and
me, which does not apply to all then
alike wherever they may make their
home you nor [ can rid ourselves of the
obligation to carry the glad udings of
salvaiion to some of these peoples who
are living In the dark. There is nothing
optional about this thing. It is impera-
tive. The subjunctive mood Is not in
use here,—there is no place forit. No
sotivity In the churoh at home or Sun-
day Sochool or mission school or house
to house visitarion fills the bill unless
vhis activity and effort is looking to-
wards the bringing of a lost world to
the feet of s risen and exalted Chirist.
It is ours to assist in bringing the world
to Christ. This is what we are to strive
after. To this end we work and pray
and give, SBald someone: “The man who
is not working and praying for his
brother on the other side of the globe is
not caring very much about the con-

of the street,” and he never sald a teaer
thing, nor a thing that needs to be em-
emphasised and driven home to the
hearts and consciences of men to day.
A christian man of some means was
onoe asked to help send the gospel to
the heathen, but he excused himeelf that
he had (o many ocalls
promised to ponsider

100 years of age only 16
will live to be 70. I amB5 years of age
MM:Awmhuml ve soarce-
lflbyun ife loft. It is more than
likely that I shull be one of .the
What I do must be done quickly,

t after ‘you len 10
il make 1€ 42,000, 1 scs thar T bes
no time to lose,

-

There are not many of pe who can do
Just as that man did, but are breth.
ren all these inces who

could double and ﬁdruplo.l:dd;’.ww

h !\;‘:m and, 1 belleve, fi
A ve, flaan:
ohllynuun!o(ﬁoym(.'ksrm

oan withbold more than is meet, with
sad results, The brethren at Conven-
tion noed, some of
them b Bro, Baniord should be re-
turned to work in Indls, and the
Board to the wish of their breth-
ren and sald ¢ “If will give us the
money we will him." than
two months liave come and o slnce

that decision was resched snd only one
-olllry m:lll has come jnw the treas-
ury for ¢ pur?nla.—m ol “we are
13- oo much,” Whao hy doing o
mudh? “Why, the Raptiste of these
winoes, of course.”” Yew, some ‘of
wre doing well —doing nobly. The
Master knows them, He hears them
y, snd He says 1o them: “Verlly
sy unto ‘:\a. they sball not loss their
reward,” t brother, how aboul your-
s 108 100 10 0t alleois, whe
put in the oollee when it
n’u{: hat 2bcts.
when and

$1.00¢ and that 81.00 when |t ought
bave #10.00; and that #10.00 when
i 0 have been $90.00, “Oh, but
wo #0 much to do st howe. There
s 8 new ohuroh 10 be bulll and & new
:r-hnuu-hh new churoh, or the
ahuroh neads nnlwth
order 10 com pete  the just
the street.” Aid so "o are
our Ume and strength and
40 make ourselves ms comfort-
.“::npdbhnwuwhéh
ourselves away 0 ever-
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saying to himeelf as an excuse for not
| doing as he was told to do: “Oh too

version of his brother on the other side
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