OT’.(’AWA,, N -
huppened yesterday it is m

to" give uw brief review of the history |

of the West Eigin end Brockville bal-
‘ot box stuffing enquiry.

Oommnk n nm;kvﬂ!e early last year
under circumstanced Which awakened:

| o
Sark guspiciops . The mmmm

"Mr, Holmes | Bovs
was returped in West Huron, and Mr. |}

- privileges

to examine iuto the maftter.’ H
bmmtttwm'ﬂ)em as'a’ qu_e'e-
tion of rrivilege, the premier stating
that the ministers desired the fullest
investigation,
T 1 mtumedmxtﬁhmtirtmmdms-
ters ‘desired a full investigation, they
were not anxious for a prémpt one.
‘When the committee was first called
they managed to stay away dnd their
supporters did likewise.  As it was
impossible for opposition’ members to
make up a quorum, there were post-
penememts. Attempt was made to re-
duce the quorum, but the proposition
was resisted. Even ‘when there was
a sufficlent number of members, post-
porements were ordered because cer-
tain ministers could not be there, and
or several occasions Mr. Borden and
Mr. Powell, with the other members: ¥
of the committee who were most ac-
tive in the enquiry, had to wealit until
half the time was over beficre they
were aflowed to take evidence.

Nevertheless scme important testi-
mony was secured. Among the facts
ascertained were these :

In ome poll the number of ballots
found mark for the ocomservative
candidate was ess than the number
of eleators who they voted for
bim. In other weordsy thiat mumber of
electors who marked their ballots for
McLean were reccrded as having voted
for the government candidate.

The ballots at this poll were found
to be of two distinct paticrns.: The
nvmber of one kind which was of a
cifferent color, a different quality and
thickness of paper, and containing dis-
tirct printers’ marks frcm the rest was
found to agrse Wwith the number of
lcet conservative ballots.

The ‘“bogus’” ballots were not only
different in thickness and character of
paper from the others received at the
same poll, but were of an entirely dif-
. ferent quality and thickness from the
sgtubs to which, if they had been genu-
ine ballots, they would have been at-
tecbed.

The cross on these so-called bogus
ballots was such as to indicate that
they had all been marked by the same
hand.

Such was ths evidence as to ome
poll, ITn regard to another, there had
been affidavits showing 1he same dis-
crepancy between votes cast for Mec-
Lean amd those counted for him. The
evidence teken by the coramitteec sup-
rorted these affidavits, so far as it
went, and proved a certain amount of
bogus vyotes. But for reasons to be
mentioned hereafter, the faects were
riot fully brought cut.

Omne returning officer who was sum-
moned did not appear.: Witnesses were
produced who swore that he had been
employed in a certain shop up to the
date when he was wanbed at Ottawa,
that he was seen by parties in sym-
pathy with the government, that he
went to his employers and explained
that hs had to .go away, and that the
reason given by him was that there
was trouble about the election. He
was traced to Toronto, and a fellow
lodger testified that he was visited
by ths assistant organizer of the lib-
eral party. This witness subsequently
went with returning officer Farr to the
orgamizer's house, and maited outside
during an interview which ocourred
after midnight. Witnesses were in-
formed by Mr. Fanr that he had re-
ceived a sum of money and a ticket,
.and was going away. It was learned
afterwards that he escaped to Whitby
and moved from place to place, spend-
ing some time across the border. The
officers of parliament did mot find him,
and his evidence was not taken.

But the evidence of others was that
Farr had told them of some of Hhis
achievements, and had explained how
many votss he had made for Mr.
Holmes and how he had been in-
structed 0 proce=d. After the elec-
tion enquiry was over, Mr. Farr re-
appeared at his hiome.

Among other incidents of this poll
was the discovery of @ torn ballot
marked for McLean, which was found
on the floor, and afterwards pieced
together and brought before the com-
mittee.

It was also learned that some of the
active participants "in this _ocampaign
were the same as those who operated
in Brockvi’lle and who had a hand in
the local election in West Plgin.

It wes thiss West Eigin election in
which mot only bogus ballots . were

* used, but bogus deputy returning offi-
cers. They were imported from dis-
tant places, took @ false vath under a
false pame, and held the poll ail day,
disguized as mespechable residents of
the constituéncy. The facts in ragard
10 it were not all brought out, because
the main features in the case were ad-
mitted in the famous McNish confes-
sion. A further enquiry was to have
been held, but it has been blocked by

the slmplemocwmhgthew- ’

lots, through “a mist!ake" Ontario

government officials, |

It was remarked above fthat the facts
@s to the second poll in West Huron
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fist and other ‘papers Yelating to the
lest elections in Brockville' and West
Huron, which were ' referred to  the
committee ‘on privileges and elections,

-together with all the evidence taken,

be referred to the same commitiee for
further investigation. Nothing 'was
said then 'in op n and 'the next
day Mr. Borden made his motion,  In
the meaniime the solicitor general
omd Sir "' Louis Davies consulted
cver thé miaitter, ard it was decided to

4 ‘a new point of order and fight
the dnquiry off. The job was under-
teken by Mr. McMullen, and = the
Speaker deccided that Mr. Borden must

give the regular notice of motiocn and’

take his turn to move,

~The point of order may be technical-
dy sustained, but it was quite unne-
cspary to take it and in any case,
with the ccnsent of the house, it would
have been perfecily regular to deal
with the question as a matter of pri-
vilege, a8 had been done before. Thait
centialinly would have been ‘done if
Sir Wilfrid Laurier had not been anxi-
ous to avoid investigation. Mr. Bor-
den gave his notice on the same day.
It now stcod on the order paper after
28 other notices. Some of thesa are
matters likely to be diecussed at
consicerable length. They include Mr.
Flint’s prohibition resolution, M.
Davin’s motion about ' binder twine
combines, Mr. Sproule’s: motion ' in
fevor of a beet sugar bounty, Mr.
Chariton’s in favor of a rule regarding
the length of speeches, Mr. McInnes’
motion in favor of the establishment
¢f a mint in Canada, and one of Mr.
Gillies asking for a reduction of the
duty on tobacco.

As the government now takes three
days out of the five, there rémain
only two days in the week to discuss
these questions, and we may suppose
that Mr. Borden’s will in the regular
order be reached somewhere near the
end of the session.

There is, however, another way to
get ahead of this enquiry. The list of
motions contains a number of re-
quests for returns and other informa-
tion, and these merely fcrmal mo-
tions are usually givem a chance in
order that the returns may be got
ready early. The two sides agree to
go thrqQugh the list and pass all mo-
tions thiat are not to ke discussed or
cprcsed. That happened yesterday,
and 22 unopposed moticns were passed.
If a member wanted to discuss his mo-
tion it stood over. If the govermment
wanited to oppose it, the premier or-
dered it to stand. When Mr. Borden’s
motion was reached, he rcse to move
it, assuming that it would be allowed
to go through wiithout ceremony. But
from the premier's seat came the
ominous word “Stard,” and it stood.

Ry

‘There remained one otker way by
which Mr. Borden might hope within
a month or so to reach his motion and
get the ballot stuffing case before the
oommittee. Nearly all the -motions
ahead of his stamd in the mame of
comservative members. He might ar-
range to have them postpone their
order -on the mext time of calling, so
that his turmn would come sooner.

et

But hare again the fine hand of the
ministers shows dtself. Last night Sir
Wilfrid informed Mr. Mclnnes, who
was very much interested in the es-
tablishment of a mint in British Col-
umbia, that if he did not make his
wiotion the next time it was called, the
government would move' to strike it
from the order paper. Similar notice
was given to Mr. Gillies, whose motion
about the ‘tobacco duties stands seec-
ond; and to Mr. Davin, who has a
motion of graat interest to his con-
stituents in the Northwest. In shont,
Sir Wilfrid has so arranged it that if
the other members do mot keep Mr.
Borden’'s motion back they will be
struck off the list thamselves and have
no more chance for this session. Such
is the conspiracy which has been
workad up against this investigation.

It is believed that the enquiry last
year only touched the fringe of the
knavery which took place in these by-
elections. Some of the parties con-
<érned in them are in the United
States.. Some are in Canada, but are
probably ready to escape, as they did
before. Some have been convicted of
coffences in other elections and sen-
tenced to fine or imprisonment. Some
thave bzen appointed to govermment
offices, and doubtless all have received
a suitable recogmition of their sex-

vices. Mr. Holmes and Mr. Comstock
sit in the house and wvote steady sup-
vorit: to. the ministers who are protect-
ing their elections from investigation.
In these ciscumstances, if an enquiry
may not be hard, all that remains pos-
sible is to judge of the unknown by
what has been found out.

S. D.S.

OTTAWA, Feb. 28— After . yester-
day’s letter giving what vwras then the
Jatest phcee of the West Huron and
Brockville enquiry, there ocourred an

- were not all brought out, The reason

afternoon’s discussion on that theme.

BIL, Bk shanid: e Pika. left with the

| courts. ~ Mr. Britton, who was one of

the most vigorous obetructorl in . the
ittee year,: objected.

abtedthmtitWén ﬁhe durty .0f the
Fouse to see that members who had no
right to be there were excluded. Par-
ficulerly it was the duty of the house
to take measures to investigate  the
ocmduct of returning officers who were
guilty of stealing votes. He assured
the government that the attempt to
block  this enquiry would fail. The
presecution  had comraenced in this
house amd it would be continued in
spite .of all the government could do
about it.  He wamted ministers to un-
derstand that there was an uneasy
feeling in the country, and that the
people would mot any longer submit
to elections by ballot box stuffing, even
though ministers should conspire to
aid the criminals.

Mr. McNeill, who is a moderate maa,”

of the government-in refusing to al-
low the enquiry 10 proceed, declaring,
that the practices alleged struck at
the very rtout of free government
and the mights of ‘the people. Mr
Haggart asserted that the most dia-
bolical frauds had already been
‘proved;, and that the  investigation
must and: would centinue.  This the
‘insisted upon = notwtihstanding the
cynical enquiry flung across the house,
“How are you going to do it ?”

Mr. Britton and "'Mr. MecClure of
Colchester made the refreshing state-
ment that in all last ysar’s enquiry
no fault had been proved against any-
body. g

M. Powell, who had a large share
in the enquiry last year, said that the
evidence given went to show that the
election of West Huron was stolen;
and that Holmes, who sat in this
house, was mot the men'who had ' the
majority of votes. There was reason
to suppose that the same condition
existed at Brockviile, which should
now be represented in the house by
ex-Specker White. Mr. Powell re-
ferred to the efforts made last year to
blcck the enquiry, and declared that
if the govermment persisted in refus-
irg enquiry into charges of this kind
they would force the people to soek
other and violent remedies.

Mr. McInerney placed Sir Louis
Davies in an unpleasant position by
quoting his own language in other
vears, when Sir Liouis affirmed with,
great positiveness that the house had
the undoubted might to enquire into
frauds connected with the election of
its members. The member for Xent
showed that this ground was not only
taken by Sir Louis, ‘but by the late Sir,
John Th , the late C. ' W. Wel-
don and by the leading lawyers on both
sides ‘of the house. He remarked that
the premier himself only last year was
willing to open this enquiry and that
nio 'objection was taken to it until nonw.
It was evident that the govermment
bad become alarmed over the disclos-
ures and was determined ' that they
should go mo further if they could help
it.

Mr. Bannett went farther. He was
elected at a by-election in Simcoe, and
Mr. Blair interrupted him with a sug-
gostion that he should not be here
himself. “L2t me say,” said Mr. Ben-
nett, *“that in the by-election the
postmaster general came into my
county, accompaniied by one of the big-
gest blackguards in the county, who
was attempting to steal the constitu-
ency.” Mr. McMullen was acquitted by
Mr. Bennett of obstructing this en-
quiry by directions from the govern-
ment. “He is himself afraid of inves-
tigation,” said Mr. Bennett. . *“I saw
him at Goderich in that same West
Huron campaiza, and the notorious
Cap Sullivan, now a fugitive from the
law, was at the same hotel.” Mr. Mc-
Mullen protested that he did not
know Sullivan. ‘“Then,” said Mr. Ben-
rett, “he is not as well informed as
one of the ministers who was closeted
with Sullivan in a room in this wvery
building shortly before ‘these eclec-
tions.” Moreover, some of Mr. McMul-
len’s mear ralatives ‘were very promi-
nent in these seat stealing proceed-
ings. As for Mr. Casey, Mr. Bennett
remarked, that he came from West
Eigin, where \the soat was stolen for
McNish, and where the ballots wwhich
would have proved a criminality of
his owmn associates,  were bummed.
“They talk about the criminal courts,
and the ministers know that since the
.Brockille election, a half a dozén
blackguards who were formerly in the
confidence of their party, are afraid

ding away from justice.”

In the course of the ‘discussion
Speaker Bain had some difficulties,
and on this occasion, as once before,
he gave up the struggle, admitted that
the whole thing was out of order and
confessed that he was not able at that

{ stage to set it right. ‘Sir Charles and
Sir Richard Cartwright ‘were on the'|

floor together, while Mr. ‘Bain stood on
his platform, all three trying to em-
force the point of order, according to

fheir several views of :the case. Mr.

strongly protested ‘against thé conducty
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OITAWA, March i—
in dhe commons ' today, Hon. Mr
Sutherland stated that the militia
foace  in the Yukon bad cost $596,000
for transport and maintenance.

Hon. Mr. Borden said the gdvern-
ment had under ccrsideration a. Sys-

men of permanent corps. -

Hon. Mr. Paterson told Mr. Mills of
Annapolis that $600 had been paid to
B. H. Dodge for strvices ‘in seizing
goods performed by him  formerly
when he was a custcms officer, The
government ‘had no information as to
whether this Dedge is a present mem-
ber. of the Nova Scotia legislature.

"Replying to Mr. Taylor, 'Sir’ Wilfrid
Laurier said it ‘was not the intention
of the government until the war was
over to place a sum in the estimates
for erecting a monument to Canadians
wibo had fallen in Africa. At present
it was rather the dugy of Canada. to
assist in the war.

Replying to Mr. Martin of P. E. Is-
land, Sir Louis Davies stated that A,
S. Kentall, M. P. P, had received
$200 pay and $209 expenses for his ser-
vices in promoting the bait treezing
expeniment.

‘Replying to Mr. Gillies, Hon. Mr.
Fielcirg said that the claim of Nova
Scotia against the dominion in  re-
spect to the BEastern and Western Ex-
tension railway was $1,351,033. It was
the fintention of the governmert to
refer a part of this clalm to arbitra-
tion.

Mir. MiaNeill asked whether the gov-
ernment hiad received a reply from the
war office regarding the Canadian
cffer to supply & garmison for Halifax.

Sir Wilfrid said that communications
hiad teen exchar:ged, but the condition
of affairs was such now that he could
not give any information about it.

Mr. Bouressa called attention to the
statement made in the imperial house

rangements were being made with
Canada concerning the establishment
of a naval force in this country. = He
complained that Cemnadian membears of
rarliament should first leamm cof these
arrangements by cable from Emgland,
erd asked Sir Wilfrid for a. statement,
The premier declined to speik without
notice.

Mr. Foster read wa despatch from
Bathurst complaining that no flag
had teen hoisted on the public build-
ings there in honer of the British vic-
tc¢ry.  The same complaint came frcm
Montreal.

Hcn., Mr. Tarte said he had not until
this norning givem ‘instructions, but
today he had ordered flags upon . aill
public buildings.

Hiis excellency the governor general
received the following telegram from
Bermuda this aftdraocon: ‘“The mem-
bers of the ¥amiltom Dinghy lub,
while sympathizing deeply with the
rélatives and friends of those killed
in ‘South Africa, .offer to Emgland’s
noblest sons theair sincerest admiration
of the graat gallaniry displayed by
the Oanadian contingent at Paarde-
berg.”

Wim. S. Townshend, son of Dr. A. S.
Townshend of Parrsboro, has joimed
Strathcoaa’s Horse, He has been con-
nected with the Northwest Mounted
Police.
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old subscribers who pay all arrearages at the regular rate, and one
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© THE GO-OP!RATIVE FARIBR is a Semv-Monthly Journal, exclus.
| ively devoted to the interests of the farmers of the Maritime Provinces. It i
the official ergan of the Farmers’ and Dairymen’s Association of New Bruns.
wick ; the Nova Scotia Farmers’ Association, and the Maritime Stock Breed.
ers’. Association. -
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THE MARKETS.

Revised Every Monday for the
Weekly Sun.
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COUNTRY MARKET. #

There has been quite a notable advance in
butter during the last couple of weeks.
Eggs are fairly steady. Meats and poultry
are unchanged. In vegetables potatoes are
firm' and turnpips higher.

(Wholesale Priees.y

Beet (butchers’), per carc’s. 0 07
Beef (country), per quarter. 0 03%
Mutton, per 1b (per carcass) 0 05
Veal, per ib. 08 i
Pork fresh, per 1b...B......" 008 ¢
Shouid

0
Hams. per 1b. ....ccrvevepe.. 010
Butter (in tubs), per 1b.....
Butter (lum.)
Butter (creamery), tubs
Butter (creamery), rolls
Duairy (roll) 04
Fowl ..
Turkeys.. :
Ducks, pair
Geese ....

or,
o

Henery, per ‘dozen
Opfons, bbl ....
Cabbage, per dozen
Potatoes, per bbl
Squash, per 1b
Carrots, per bbl
Beets, per bbl. ....
Turnips, per bbl. ...
Lettuce, per doz.
Celery, per doz
Beanl (yellow eyes)

Cult lklnl. per lb.
Sheep skins ....

Hides, per 1b. ....

Horse radish, per doz bot
Horse radlsh. pints, per doz

Retall.

g:::. ::orned. per “l)b
Ougue, per

Roast, per 1b ,

Lamb, per 1b.

Pork. ner 1b (tresh)

Pork, per Ib (salt) .
Sausages.. .... ....
Hams, perlb  ....
Shoulders, per 1b .
Bacon, per 1b . ...
FHIDR o i s ainninny
Butter (creamery),
Butter (creamery),
Dairy (tubs)

Eggs, per doz .. ....c.o.0 s
Eggs, per doz ..

Eggs (henery). per doz
Lard o N TR ARE LY A
Mutton, per lb.....
Honey, strained .
Honey, in comb ..
Onions, peck ....
Potatoes, per peck
Cabbage, each
Fowl ...

per 1f., finest ....
Congou, per b, common ..

per ib, ecommon ..
Oolong, per Ib.

Tobacco—

Black, chewing .. ..
grln"ht' chewing .
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PROVISIONS.
Quotations are without change.

American clear pork
American mess pork .
Domestic - mess . pork

P. E. Island mess" .

®e cesves sesssccsss

Extra plate beet ..
Lard, compound . .
Lard, pure.. .. ..

GRAIN, ETC.

Jats are higher than a wesk ago.
is na cther c¢hange.
Oats, car lats
Beans (Canadian),
Beans, prime
Beans, yellow eye
Split peas.... ....
Green dried peas, per bush.
POL DECINY: . ini cucinrsonsnse
Hay, pressed, car lots
Red clover ..
Alallte ClOVOR. vt iisvii e iuiios
Timothy seed, Canadian....
Timothy seed, American. ...
Clover, Mammoth

FLOUR, ETC:
The market is quiet and steady.

Buckwheat meal, gray .....
l}uckwheat meal yellow
Manitoba hnrd ‘wheat.
Canadian high grads tamlly
Medium palonu

Oatmeal ....

Middlings, car lots .. S
Middlings, small lots, ba.xd
Bran, bulk, car lots
Bran, _small lots, bagged

HRUITS, ETC.

Oranges and lemons are very firm.
rest of the list is unchanged.
Cape Cod. cranberrles
Apples ..... ...
Canadian onlons,
Currants, per 1b
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Tolls ...
tubs ....
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Dried apples....
Valencia oranges, per case. 0 0C
Oranges, Cal. navels ........ 8
Evaporated apricots .. .....
ﬁ‘gporated peac{:es s

aga grapes, keg .. .....
Grenoble Walnuts .. .. ...
Filberts
Cocoanuts, per sack .. ....
Cocoanuts, per doz. .......
Peoans ..., .
Pmm & .1
opping corn. per 1b
California pranes .. .
Prunes, Bosnia, new
| Peanuts,
Malaga loose Muscatel.

]
'S

Ducks

Geese, e

Squash, per Ib......
Beans, per peck .......
Beets, pe:k .... ..
Cln'ot.ﬂ per peck.... ....eee
Tumlpa. per peck.. .. ....
Lettuce, bunch .....
Celery, ‘bunch ..... jaceeeess

FISH,

There is no fresh cod or Eaddock in mar-
ket, If ‘the weather is favorable  some of .
these fish should arrive this ‘week. ' Grand | Malaga London layers ......
Manan pickled herring are scarce and high- Malaga clusters.... .........
er. Malaga blue baskets. .......
Smelbd &5 J gt 0 05 | } Malaga Connolueur. elus-
3% Sulumn, new......
. layers, new ...,........
Valencia, new ..

oney. per 1b
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